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PRUle;;

This study adduces evidence in lupport of the following
assertions. Th. Arab conquests of the 1st/7th cantury affected
the d..valop.ant of both the vernaculu and the fOl"llal .ode of
Arabic. Rhltorical th..ory of tbe jrd/qth century and aftar
leav..s no dOUbt about the discrlt. natur.. of tha latt.r. Modern
linguistic theory that tries to do the s .... for the for••r is
lore spiculativi. Both fo ....s Ira evident in lCitib al-I'tibir
by tile 6th/12th clntury Syrian writer, Usi.ah b. Munqidh. They
reflect his long and varied experience as a soldier and "n of
letter". His use of both of th .. in Kitib al_I'tibir is
p..rceptibly .atchld to his purpOSl, which is to provide .oral
instruction by leans of illustrative exa.ple. This purpose is
not iauediataty Ipplrent in thl vort, vhich se..s to have be&cn
IS a convlntional chronicle. Tbe spotao tonsllage of tbl lutbor's
ti.e provides tbe I ..diu. for his IneCdotage. Fo".a} rbetoricil
languag. is IIsld to draw attention to the point of tha anecdotes
.nd thus givas structure and cober.nce to the write..'s
r ..coll ..ctions. Mis powers IS I .toryteller Ire lOl'l impr.ssiv..
than his sobtl.ty IS • philosopher. Th.. range of his subj ..ct
'Itter 'Ites the work of tlsting vllu. IS • window on tha
.,.iter's ti.ls.

Tbis vork is b"ld on the aVlilabh pUblished work of Usi..h
b. Mun,!idh, n well IS relevant rllatorica}, literary Ind
histcrical writing of his tille. It also usn pUblishld
."terill ralating to lodarn lin&uistic theory.

ACJ.:IIOVLEDGEKElff

I "011101. like to thInk 1lT. G. Ru S.ith of the S"hool
of Orientat Studia., lllIrh ... University, for lIis I~viea

"nd neistillc, It 1111 stllges of this study.



1 • I NTROOUCTT ON

This study viII con~ider Kitib al~J·tibftr by the 6th/12th

oentury Syrian vriter, US;;lIIch b. 'lunqidh, fro .. the point of

viev of literary skill and style. Literary skill depends on

innllte Rbility in the chosen nrea of op"rBti"ns reflected in

the content Ind fo .... of th" literary prodUot. Biographionl

deteil IDBy ~h"d Some light on this .spect. Literary style

is the vriter's ~ore or less conscious Bpplioation of the

intrinsic feBtures of the IBnguage in vhich h" vrites. The

accretion of histor~ ",ey heve result"d in ne" va~s cf sB~ing

sOIDethinr; being added to the alreDdy exi~ting ,"odes. His

Choice and use of lnnguege '1By reflect pr"veiling literftry
fashion, itself SUbject to historicnl influences, ns vell,

of course, BS being the "xpression of his ovn personality

Bnd bnokground. Accordingly, the study vill consider

c"rtein historicnl faotors influencing th" develop",,,nt of

th" Arabic langllnge until Usi~ah's time, and their impact on

th" oonventions of vrittan Arabic. Then, in the light of

biographical end historical findings, first the content and

for.. , "nd th"n the lanl';uar;e of the "ark, viII be examined.



2. TKt lUTHOR

_ ¥a..ied lire

Both ends or Usallllll's long a~tive lire "88-:5a~{1095-1188

v.re d.voted to lett...s. K. reeills 1I0v he studied srs••sr (nah.)undu 5hl,kll Abii '_bd AUih d-!'Uh,tuli ~in s ...... r the
Sibl.syhi or his ti.e", arter tha latter had lett the Oir '1

'Ib in TripolL
l

fhis took phce in 502{1109 wilen Usi.all vu
f(lurteen. Thin, at the end of his life, ha taught badi'. nr

~hl rhltorical science of ~.b'llishment, at thl ~Initi madrasah
1n Damaseus 56q...7Q{U74-8/O. He VIS celeb.... ted i .. his tiae,
.ccordins to II-Dhsh.bi, tor ~k ..oving )' heart "orl than 20,000
vusu of the poet..,. of the Jihilillah • At the st"e ti"e, he
ves veIl knovn as the author ot a divan Of pottr" ot which
Saladin vas ta~.eilll, fond.

1o
AI_Ohahabi ssid ot hi", "And

ne vas I lion (usi.ah) like his n'.' (USi.lh), in the strength
of his nathr ("suttering" or ..pro.... ) and his~ ("order· or
.....e..s ...).

His lif. 1$ I vlrrior Ind hunt.r vu 11.0st IS long. In
501/U08, Bt thl Ig. ot thirteen, he took part in the defenoe
of Sha,ur, thl ntt ot the Banii I'lunqidh on the Orontes, ngtinst
rlncred, til. 'r.nkish prinee of Antiocll. Froa 523-32{1129-~

he vas in the ana, of the Atibak hnki, and troa 538-IlS!tall-5/o.
vhile in Egypt at the ratinid Court, hi took pert in Interprises
Isainst the rrenks. During 548-59/115...64 he vn in the any of
Kiir aI-Din Ibn Zlnki. H. VIS IS Cllebrlted tor his provess on
the battlefi.ld IS h. VIS for his litertr, IctiYit, : 1~ld ab~il

Il-isl". ·onl of the h....ots of lSI ... " II, his 0_ ealculltion,
. 7

he sp.nt ae~.nty ,llrs huntlng.
His abilities Ilrly nttracted the envy of others••n~endlring

in hill I ClIplcity for survival in till.s thick vith intrigue. H.

VIS test.d in tile first instlnc. b, the jellous, of his uncI.
'In al_Din Abu "I-'Asikir SlI1~in, vho had obtained the
lordship of Shl,l.r frol his eldlr broth.... Usilllh's fathlr.
rhe Inledot.

S t~eating of this sinister develop.ent is reportld
by tvo sources' beeluse of the ..inence of the fBlIlily and
SlIa,llr's str.tegic i.portlnce IS I crossin~_point on tile river,
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the qUlrrel VIS' CIUSI c~lebr.. Kia (ootvork ••• Curth.r
•. ". ~.. 10.ne orllll!i Q1S ten ,ura 'n £&:rpt, ..hi" he "es inyol ...d
in the lurcler or ai-'Acli! b. a1-s.lli .. b)' the litter's
son-in-lart 'Abbis, and 'Alibis' intrituu against the Caliph

11_;ir;r. Ilis declining )'urs .n hi. in and out of
rlVOUr vith palrons, including SI11din, "ho g.... Usi••" the
goy.tllership of BeiNlt, bot thin gr... cold toy.rda hia, perhaps

beCluSI! or n... inrOrftltion on Uf~a.h" relationships "ith the
Fatimids in Egypt , ....s before.

Literary output

It vas dllrinl5 such Cilloy periods of disravour at the end
of his lir. that U5i~.h ..rot.. SOle.or his production survi"•• ,
cony.ying the iapression of "ide leernint. lie produced I "ork
on rhetoric, Kitll! Ill-Badi' ri nlqd .l-slli'r, (The Book or

eBbellisluaent in the critici•• of verse), consistillli of a

distillation of pruious rhetorical 'lark. Ihe .e.oT)' of the

e.rthquake of 552/1157, vhich destroyed Shsizar Ind killed

lost of his rliitives. pro.pted In Inthology of 'III'S' .nd prose
'lith l ••ent upon ruin IS their the,. : Kiti~ .1_~lni.il '1.-'1

diyiT, (Tile Book of dvellings Ind abodes). ~s curir~s VIS

.nother 'lark : Kitib .1-'Ali (The Book or the staft) , in
vhich tile motif of the valking_stick forns • com.on thre.d

for ~ cOllection of .necdotes and verse. Ihe Kitiib Lullib
nl_iidib, (The Quintessence of beiles_lettres), is an

assembl.gl of sllcred .nd prof.na rararences to • variety or

s~bjects, Tinging ~ro. vills (v8fiyi)I~0.visdo. (\lik=lh). ._
'hUes of 'larks VhlCh hIve bun lost include TI'ukll .1-Cllll'

vI-'l-~UfUn. (Kistory of pllac.s .nd strongholds). Ind Kitib

.1:".... VI-'l-~hli~._(~e Boo~ ~f !~eep snd dre ..s), to vhieh
US••lh refII'. in Kltab al-1'tlb.r.

litib d-J'tibir, (The Book of instruction by u ••ple) is
the .utbor's .ost f...OIl5 york, Ind it v.s vritten ill DI.aSCIIS

vhen Us"ah v.s nin.t,.. He had fled his Rovernorate llf Bairut

before the Irriv.l of tile frlnks; S.ladin's r.vour toy.rds hi.

hsd coolld. In 1880, Hlrtwig Derlnbourg discovared fra~ents

of the York in the Eseori.1 in Kldrid, ..ong Arabic ,.nllscripts

,



relat.ing t.o Spain and Iforth Urica. Ile ass""bled t.lln int.o
order, and dilCoYer~ t.hat., vit.h t.he except.ion of tha first
twenty_one sheets, the vort val ca.Ple~, up to and including
tile colophcn It the end. His editi~r of the vort vas
supersedad by thlt. of Philip Hit.ti, upon which t.his study
is based. the copy available t.o t.he vrit.er vas a 1981 Beirut.
printing of the lq3Q edition. The pasination of either printing.
hoveYer, dOel not e"rrespond.

Notes

l IlsiilUh ibn Ilunqidll, 1981. 26', U"i.ah. 1981, introduction, fi', AI_Dhhab! in IIsi ..ah, 1893, lO,, Abu Shauh, n.d. , i. cn-98, ll-Dliallab! in Us'aall, 1893. lO', Al-Dhahabi in Usi.ah. 1893. '", IIsQah. 1981, ""• Slit belov p. 12, AbU Shi.al:. n.d •• ,, U2; ." ''''' aI_AtIl!r. 1816, n,
part 2. 199, 200

lO Ibn aI-Athir, 1812. I. 486

" sae beloW p. 31

" Usi"ah, 1<;181, Introduction. ri'
15 Usi.ah, 19B. Als" partly in USimall, 1893, 116-146
l4 Usii"ah, 1<;165

" Partly in ll,illall, 1893, 7-50
16 Usallah, 1935

17 Usiinh. 1981, Int.roduction, ' .!l!!.

" Usi.ah, 1981. '"" IIs"ah, ]981, Introduction. fi'

'" U"i••h. 1886

" IIsiuII , ,,.,

,



'Arabiyyah and the rutu~

'''rabinah, "cornct 11"KV&l!ie", or "th, llllluige lit th ..

Qur'in", begl" IS • spokell l"'sllaal in Ar,bi.. ft.... is •
dirferlnce of opinioll I. to wh,thl" it Va. lupra-tribal. Dr
b"tangle! to • particullr tribe, u, for exallp1., Ouraylh
cl.i.ed. On the other hand, it i. generally agreed that this
1angOII5C, as it ,valved, becan. supra_tribal, dOlin.tinl!i the
broad division of di.lect into Eastern (CuH) Iftc! VUh.n
(~ijit) .

As • ",.ult or the conquests in the llt/7th centur"
'.,..bina'" t06cthn nth the tribal bedouin dil1ecn "Ollg

which it v•• pre-alinent, ca•• into contact vith other
Sa.iti" hngusl!ilS ...hieh had nolved difhrently frOI Arabic.

The rnult YIS the emergence or tlodiried (erms of speech,
characterised by sicplirioation ot the ~lien complexities
ot Arabic. the bedauin tribal dided!, which did not
chanK. their tuada.eatal eh~racter, influencad, and ware in
tarn influencad br, the non-.lrab r.action to Arabic. They

. . 1were, nayertheless, reKarded as eSe.pll!Y1ft6 correct speech.
"eanwhile,'lrabil,ah beea.e increasingly ilolated, its pure
for••tin ..ohing, its ditricult, protecting it, and
rlsarving tor it the rol' ot ••diu. ot literary expression
far the Arab npire. 8)' the beginning ot tha ~thhOth

century, it had baco•• classic, suseaptible ot no lora
d.Y.lop.ent, with an Irchaic b~aut, that eclipsed its poor
coolins, the bedaoin dilleets.

Ob.eryers notad the S,.ptoIS of the process of
.oditicltion II it happaned, without neeesiaril, toraing anl
theory on tha basis ot their data. In hil !Citib d-bl,in
wa~'l_hhyrn, al-Ji~il (16~_2S5/780_B6'l) proyides a hrge
nU.ber or ere.ples Dr soleais.~ (~) Dr dirrerent sorts,
but not in .ethodical tuhion. !.ikevise, ha obserwed that
so.a ao~ods or toreign languages conld not be rendered into
Arabic. Later, al-""gld4aai (~~/9.7-80) in his lit.b
Ahsin al-tagisi. ri .a'rit.t al-agilr••listed pecaliaritics

,
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. .'of llngoage reglan b, r'8100.

their observ.tions vera carried out fro~ lh, point of Yiev of
• arabinah, divel"goncn fro. which vert regarded u abut,tions.
~, contra.l, • aodern oblor.,r lite Bllv reg.rd. the forms of
sp••ch that .aergld frol thl linguistic enoounter. of the rutu~

85 YarnlovlaT tongu•• in their own right. The typologieel
sillilarit, or'arlbiplh and the bedouin tribd dhhoh YU

basd on their being whit Shu ea11s .,otll..tio la"l!iUlI!iU. Tha,
tlndld to npress snerll concepts ill • 5illl:l1 wor4, and
POSSUlIed li.ila,. 51stan of conjllsation and 'hellnsion. The

S••itie llqulIges nth which ttle, c". into contlet vere wh.t
811v Cl11s Inll,tio : thl' lended to u•• one yor4 to express
one perception, and ....r. inclined to drop clse 'nd word endinss,
whan thIS' had been r.t,ia.d by tha synthetic 1.nsuas" ~he

distinct synhctic, aorph01oginl .nd ~honetic chncleristiu
Which 81.u a.intains aaerled as a reSUlt, he Clll. Hiddle
Arabie. Me furthlr IUb-divides it .ccording to the oo~~ull.l

affiliation of thl speaker : Judalo_Arlbic, Christian Arlbic
and Husli. Arabic. 8hu', thlory would consider the lIOn
classical Arlbic el.alnts of I literary product of northern
Syria in the 6th/12th clnlllry with I view to classificltion
in the latter category.

tlrl, orthodox I.laeic .ttitud.s discourased thl
development of In Ar.bic science of rhetoric, th.t is,
eloqulnee ,nd eleganel of IUlguage. In Surat .l-Shll'lri-
(the POlt.), MU~lma.d is varned .g.inst poets' MThos. Who Itr.y
follov th.... Do YOll not .ee that they vander about love-struck
in ..... ry Y~111y1 And th.t they prelch vh.t they don't
praotice1M 'rh. Prophet is repcrted to hlY. !lid:
iy,iko. v.-saj' al_kuhhin. M1Yoid y. thl rhyainS pro.a of tha
soothsayers or diviners. M'/ Dislike of ,.j- or rhyaitd prose
VIS bl••d ia partieul.r on its beins the .ediua of the
utt.r,"c" of k.han.h or .ooth.ayera in pre-IsI ..ic ti.ls. It
v.s a1ao an iadisp.n••bl. ingredi.nt of -ny oecl.ion Which
requir.d .loquence , satirical coapetitioa (auhijih), 11sal

6



·rgullents and Seaealogioel elai", for IXlaple.
G

On lhe other
hand, the c.pti~.tiftK poyer of thi, ttnDltrical poetr1 w•• entirely
appropriate to lh, Ogr'an, which '1' lh, word of God, quitl
dirf,renl tooa the Icst,tie uttar.nces of • diYio•• : ·So lanDORee
the pr.i,., of God. for b,. thor

9
,rlcl of yOVf Lord, "01;1 Ire neither

soolh,.yer, nor one possess.d. ft

As IsI .. Ipr,'d, the thrlat of the pagan past receded, and
• , . 0 .rnya. pron ruuerted It'lif. Practled IS w.ll IS political

r,,'ons 1.y behind' gathering of interest in literery
Ixpns,ion. IIriti"g h'~ anyvI)' been a necessary skill I..ong the
.erchal\l, ot lh, t'iji'l:. 1 It was 11 so .,stolid for correct

.Iint'nance of thl lists of righting len in lhe "fir ftnd ••, 10
til. furlhlr .,lended to lh, Id,inistrBtiDn Df cDDqulrld
territDl'iu. Ille ..nd tD USlrt thl cultural superiDrit, Dr
the AUbie lane-ulllSe IIId .t thl .... ti.e tD ..intsiD ellrit)' Df
cD..unieatiDn in the ..friei.l tr.n••ctiDns Df ~Drern.I"t,

resulted in In Irt of letter_vritilll, vith the litlrlr)' SeCrl'tBr)'
(Idib) .. the chiltf pl'lctition.r. Thus it is uid of 'Abo:! d-
~..id II_Kitib (d.l~2/750), the aecreter)' Df the l~Jt U.')')'ld
caliph, KBr"'1l It, thet "lettera belan vith hi•• M then vere
other flCtDrs "hich turned the Arlbs' Ittentio. tD the
cDnsidention of I sciepca of nprllsioll.. Ilurilt! the 2nd/8th
cantor)' ,..et. li~. BIShsh'r b. Bord (d.167/78~) .nd Kusli. b•
• l_....lid, ,.ri' d_ghlWiini "slIitten bl' the flir su" (diad 82'h
began tD usa rh.torical srtifices on .n unprecedented scele,
end in • "'l' "hich di.tinguished tll,ir language frOIl thlt Df
the Dldlr poets. The nev use of i.,glr)' ·..s regudad IS bed;',
or innoY.tor)', for the ".)' it rej.ct.d the subject ••tter of
trldition.l POltrl', "hich " •• tied to the desert roots of tho
Anb, ud the pr._hllllic idul of .uru'lh. the dirlot
inflUlnce of Gr.et thought, ri. thl elster. KelllDised cities,
op the US! Df rhetoricsl derices b)' esponents of bldi', is
dispoted. ~ ttl indir.ct i.fluence, ho"eger, on tbel~
esteblishaent of • SC1ence Df rh.toric, is cleereI'.
~.tlsilite thoulht, UDder the .ti.alus of the Crelk
ratiocinltirl process, chlilengltd thl doctrine Of thl eternel
lIeture of the Our"., Ind, instead, cl.i.ed that it "IS
creeted. th..se vho ••int.i ..ed the .tern.l neture of thl
Our'in, held th.t its result ••t i.i.itlbilit)' (i'ji~)

)
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th~ bl.i, r~r the ~e1tllil 'l-.irti~ or .l-Qe~nr (666-759!
12£>6-1338). The clessiricetiol vas tlln..-rold : -ilr. el
,.-ini, corresponding to sr_tr .nd sYlltn; 'ill el-be)'in,
vhicll deels vitll si,ile, , .. tephor end leton:ra:J' : Ind 'iI'
Il_bedl', vll~rl tile vord bldl- vhicll pr..vioull)' ellud~o

I novllt)' or st)'le, is nov used to d~not~ In ~ttect. tllet ot
"c"bellishlllnt". Sino:e UlIi,.h vrot. I tnlti.e on bldi-, Ind
lectured in tile SUbject. one miSht expect to tind ~vidcnel or
its artiriees in Kitib el-!'tibir. A copy or llsi..h's
Kitib al_Badl' t1 1IB1Id Il_shi'r is not evaihble to this
vriter. Tn it, one vould rind llsinll's ovn ertieulition or
all tile .ajor d~vices or .,b~llish,ent, equIll)' .ppliclble
in th~ ,.in to prosl es luell IS to verse. But Usi'lh's
york va. i ••n)' CIse blsed on previous trelti.e. or rhetoric.

22

Ve c'n thererore Illve recourse ror theoretical exegesis to th~

.elkllll Il-,irtih or 'l-Qexvinl vbich hIS en isnid thet saes
blck to U.i,ell'. ti.e ead berare.
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Til, ••nu5cript of Kitib d_l'tibir begins It the close of
the battle of Qinnasrin in 531/1B7. At tllis point, the work
is in chroniCI' fora knd there would seee to bl no r••son for
not ISsullirg th.t thi, ..8$ dSD tlla fo... of the .ining tort,_
tvo pasn. tYents Ult recordld in the ordu of their

occurrence until soon after tha death ~n 5'9/115' or 'Abbis

11-"'4d RUI<Il II_Din, 'n.d the nptun of his .lion bl the Fruks
,t al-l'll,..,.,lih. As Usi.alI loots blck oyer his life, it soon
bleo.as cl ••r th.t s.,11 det,ill h••• stuct in his .iod, IS
"In., ..tters of grnt !listoried 1I0lient. He d.seribtls,
for e."rte, the unsllccessful conspirac, organiSld by the
F,ti.id caliph al-ziri!" in S"/ll.50 IKlinst hi, .i~i... al-MJlik
Jl-''J:dil, Say( al~~In b. d-Sallir." Th~n (0110" two
depictions of other events in the sem. dey. They both
concern fugitins , one is e Sudanue, part)' to the plot "ho
elude. his pursuers "ith grant entrgy, hurling hies'lf fro.
the rooC of Usieah's hODSe in Cairo on to e tree in the
court,ard. the other is a Corger on the run, vho enters
Usinah's hODse by the ~ont door and e~~ts hi. i. eruditt
con..ersation. the first sh.l<u his pIlrs"ers off; but the
ucolld is pere.ptoril,. beheaded by al-'ldil. BeCore
returlli~ to his account of chenceller, .ff.irs, Osieah
conte.pl.tes the fugitives' different C.tes.

The incompatability of Usieah's approach with the
con ..entionel chroniCle_writing of his era is e.. idellt Cro~_ _ '5 _ • .
Abu Sha.ah's treateellt of Usa••h's account of the klillng
oC al_~icir b, 'Abbis in 5~9/115~. ~ Abo Shinlll preser..es
intaet Usii...II's Iceount oC the butch...,., II.!; nIl as lIis
soebra CDeneot on tha dey, ;one oC the ..ost elleeitoos
(ashldlt)" he hid ner spent. Bot AbU Sl:iieah does not
inclvde Usi.eh's IccouVt aC ao urie ineiltellt, I footnote as
it w.re, to the mejor' e..ent of the da,' Anrn al-~lk, ~

old "etch.en'6is found deed behind the .udienee r'OOB door,
ke, ill hed.

J. ~gn ..ention.l bef\inning

contln' AID 1'0111'1ASPECTS OF UTI• .l.L-I' taU••
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The br.ak bet~e.n Usa.ah end conventional historicel
~riting is soon co~plete. The account of the deeth of 'Abbis
is rol1o~ed by the recall of en earlier period, the vi~iership

of Ri~~an7Ibn al-Walakhshl, vizier of al-~ifir's predecessor
tl_~'iifiz. Then Usamah ter~inates the record with e brief
lllention nf his leaving Egypt and going to Syria tn the
e..pIo:!' of the Zenkid aI_Malik al_'ldil lliir tl_nin l'lah..iid b.
Zanki. lie announces that henceforth he ~ill present'YOnderS
('aj'ii'ib) Yhich he has witnessed and e~perienced in combat. 8

•
U""ah as aneCdotist

The contrast between the Sodanese's desperate ingress
V1a the tree in Ussmah's couTtyerd, and tha forger's
unhurried arriVal by conventionel tleens is the first exa.ple
of a device Us'ii,.ah frequently employs in his exposition of
"~ondersn. He has a sUre instinct for antithesis ~hioh

hlightens thl dra.atic effect of an anecdote. It can b. mora
or Ilss picturesque. for exaaple, U"a.ah portr.ys the
tableau of his triullphent returft after d.rk bearing II delld
lion. to be let by his grandllother full of foreboding about
hoY this ~ill excite the jelliousy of his uncle, 'Iu aI-Din
Abii 'l_'Asakir SUI}iin. 9 !'lore ellphasis is laid on the
antithesis of attitude in the (deathless) encounter bet~een

oriental pudeur end ~estern i.propriety in the beth_house at
el_l'la'arrah. The Frankish knight not only exposes himself;
he does the salle for his wife'IOS'iili,. the ~1I••i,.i is too
stunned ••en to teke offInc••

Usi.ah hes an eye for circa.stantial detllil ~hich

enhanoes his credibility as a chronicler. The reader 1S
i,.~ediltely struck by his ollre to lI~ntion (IS ~ell IS his
Ibility to remember) the na,.es of the dr~ati& personle
in hie yllrns : for enlple, that of the old "atchllan on the
day of al_~ifir's ~urder. Such details ~IIY be graphically
described. ~e Bre told hoW the Atibak rughdllkin tucked the
end" of his robe into his belt before leaving his tent and
wine to gy outside and beh8lld Robert ef Saone, his
prisener. 1 The reason is It once Sillple and convinoin~:
~ere it not fer this precantion. the operation would be



illpeded. The eircullsbnHal dahil lIay he abstrect. An
Antiochane Frank offers Abu 'l-ret~, a crBft'lIan frail Shaytar,

a cure for his son'. scrofula, on condition thf~ Ahu 'l-rat~

rill 1I0t aell tha prescription to an:Jona d.e. n.a report
of the hoy'. recovery is the .ore convincin& in the li&ht of
the knovlad6a that tha cora i. prot acted by oath froa
co..erciat uploit.tion.

Charactarilatioo is o$Od to land dapth to an Inaadote.
The charactar••ay be historical, as in the ca.e of Saladin,
and, ind,ed, the writ.r hill••lf, and portrayal of charaeter
can b, convayad throu&h o:I.i &1o&ua. the e"chlnCe betveen
Saladin, vho vas fort, :Jean ,oongar, and Usa.ah. conc.rns
I trifling subject: U.anh" preparedness for batth, and,
in particular, the sort of jarkin "e Years. Tha conv.rsation,
hOV'Vlr, conveys a powerful impression of till older nln
vlvlrin& b.t......n salf-respect anf a.... , against the taut
unpradichbility at the urrior. 3 This is aha su&&estcd
b, .eans of a narrativa, as tor .."a.ple, yllen Saladin orders

a .an to h cut ill half It ttl sie&. at ~i.!, for darinc to
qllUtiOIl a dacision of his. Otllcr, lesser characterl; are
giu" lif. in tha pases throu15h I ...,orable lina they are
givan to uttar. Th. t ...o brothers Banu II-Ru'an, e"ployed
io carryin& .aSSlges bet ... eeo Shayur and Latakia, are
spared olllivioo io thia ..ay. "llriCht, ha's do"e YaU,
but Who's he boastine to nowM

, thl' sa, of a .an who has
just tilhd a lion, and 11.0'" .ac.s to b. posing .otionless
for an audiancl. Once down frail the hill ..hara they Vlre

hidins, tUy find that he hn bun killed by I scorpion in
his shoe. He u.1S pathos tc rOllsa tha pit, or ndne••
of tha reeder. in old v....n. vhose t ..o .on. have be.n
killed in Sel.di.'s .il&e of the c.stle of ~asurra ill 6
527/113; vOllders vhat re.aills to ba inflicted on her.

l

'ltI. rrallks ors.nise • race at tiberi .. bet""11 two old
"allen vho .to.ble throu&h to thl finiSh trIlera • priu or
a pig~ soalffd. U.i~ah tellS us, tc renove itl hBir, 8..aits
the ...lllnar.



Thl hitoah of IIs'.ah-"

A dD~olOS' concludes tbe description of the two arri~als

on the da, of tht plot agsinst Ibn d_Sanir , ~J utol the
perf~ction of the Decreer :f Dar~.~.uqltgir al_a'.ir}.lnd the
Ippolnter of Hours (lIu"aqq1 t al-IJ 11)." Pre_detel"llJ. nati on
is .ore elolaly e~l.inad in connaction "ith the f.~ of Ri~Yin.19
G~c~ qual~t~.s .~td in hi. , rajulln ki.ilan kari.an slluji'ln
k.t1bln 'IT, fan. But to no nail , one of his ,un cuts hi.
dovn. As. line of Usi,uh's verse lin it,

·..~ere it not for what the quills of destiny had
praviously vritten,
The fool vould not obtain favour baron the viu ...

21

Ri~vin's death. Usi.ah sa,s, provides an e~~ple (lIo·tabar)
Ind a wunillg ("i-i,). But thin he adds a enut , "Vere it
not for the uecution of the diYine "in •.•. " (lIv Ii nsfidh
sl_sashi'all). ~a .ust sop~ly tha apodosis ,Moan sisht bl

"able to take .ora Idvant~e of such e~a.ples.M for, tha
illButlbilit, of the diyiDe will tates pracedence over In,
ne.plar, role it .a]' hi .... 'rhus it is not p;nnted to either
'Abbis or his son "i~ir aI_Din to take haed of the a~••ple of
Ri~vin. tn addition, the, ,re guilty of t'5!nny and ingratitude,
for "hich thl' racaiye their just dlserts.

The rllationship of the divinl viII to God himself 15
touched on in an observation on niraculous esoape. Tht lord of
Hi,.iyyah. Sayf al-Oawhh Khahf b. Hul"ib al_ashhabi, '0115
transfi~ed hy a spaar beoause his attandant had failed to
drass hi. properly for co.bat, but navertheless, hi racovered.
Usnsh ohurns that Sa]'f al_Davllh's escape VIIS one of the
"onders of tha diyine vilt ; the v~~nd, on the other hind.
waS what Cod "as plalsed to calise. The one represlnts a
jUdge.ent 011 clrelessness ; the other a liaitation on thl
punish.ant to bl Sllfrared. IIs'.lh Inquires no furthar into
the di"ina pIn Ind its i.plnlntltiOIl. tuteld, he pllces
his flitb in Cod's ayentuall, bringing .atters to a conclusion
with due .arcr and kindness. As ha cca.ants all tha los' or
his books' "God. praised bl Ha, nco.panses according to
His .ercy and brings things to In Ind with tindness and



. 25 _ .
forglveneSS." Usanh's reachon to the inscruhbiLity of
God's design takes the forlll of stciois!I : "If fate's

vicissitudes ove~gollle my riches, stout patience on Illy part
rill defeat it."

Praxis can make little headway against this:
~I cannot avert what God has ordained,

110r can they do Save what is decreed."2'7

Prehein@; an account of ho'\l a handful of "en at ShByZsr

repulsed an army or rranks, he deprecates the value of

orl';.nisation Bnd planning in warfare. As his father tells
hi" in connection ...ith the sallie incident: "'I,. boy, VIlr

. ( . -,"runs ltself." d-~arb tudBbbll" nafsaha .

And yet, despite these :8115 to ~egativ~m, fev.l~ves

can have been as full of aetlon as USBlllah's. In Kltab

8l-I'tibir, Blmost as persistent as his re"inders or the

i," ..uhbility of fote, ore his rel'lrets At old e!'le dallpeninl'l
his zest for li.fe. Old ege is a centrol the..e in his

thought:
"Oh, you cen see ho" hooriness hos dral'll'led you,

. . '"Once dusky_tellpled, "e"k-s~ne,,"d to "venhde."

The ter..s in W'hich he conceives of e~istence .r.

cleorly those of the vorld of .,en, rather thon the Tub
. . 31 .

af thaul'lht. In 0 ducusHon "ith h,s teacher Ibn &1-

!'!unirnh on "erfere, the shaykr.... intoins thet courase in

b.ttle and TeBSon .r. lI"tute11y exclusive. If the .. ind

considered the dangers to vhich it v.s exposed in "arfeTe,

it "aUld not right. Usi..ah, by contrast, locates the
sprinl'lS of valour in a ,""n's T""soned concern for his
reputation. It does nat accur to hill that the self_esteno

on whieh his argument depends is ultim.tely no ,"ore

explic"ble in rational terllS thon is the "opacity to court

danger "hich Ibn al-Munirah assigns to the irnti.anal.

Within the limits af p5yohalogy, havever, his observation
is ocute, elv815 coloured, af COUTse by his values BS

chevalier S8nS pe"r et sOnS reproche. Ouring 'Ililid "l_Oin

Zankl's siege of ~i~" e1_~avT in :;27!1l33 " ..an rro," Ueppo
oalled Ibn !l-'Ariq behaves vith reckless oounge. In his

prefaoe to the account, Usimah SeeS" ,".n a" driven by



Concern for his n••" 8gainst the dictetes of his r.,r, to
fests in battle. physic_l S)'llptOlllS _ shuddering snd 8 change

of COlOll~2- scc"IOp,n)' the stMlggle in a soul poised for

c"..bet.
this behaviour tends to produce attitudes ,t odds vilh

8 determinist viev of existence. Usa=ah finds that, in spite
of lhe "ndt""ab!. decrees of rate, resolve can achieve

surprising ",,,suits. The Is..i'll' fortress of at_Kllirb.h

(~l_Khur.yb.h) vaS seized single_handedl)' froR -iss nl-~ijib,

governor to Seladin. US8=eh observes th,t ,~~, once they
brace lhUlse1 ..es to • pUTllose, carry it out. On the other

hend, BUdacity shOUld bl! tellpered ..ith prudence. An elt.apl

to caplure ceraVSn thieves olltside n.=nsous r.ils because
UsB..ah's friend end P8t,.C~ MU'in 8l.Di~ A~",. i8nc"~s

Usi~ah's advic~ to tak~ trccps vith ~hem. In certai~

.• . k . • •
Sltuatlo~s, eXCeSS1V~ pluc can be dlSO vantag~ous.

~~tsphysicd speCUlation might discount th~ va!ue of
planning in the affairs of men; but ~ ... perienc.. finds
reason to be a hu"..n being's greatest asset. "It is
praised by ignorant and intelligent alike. n (wa_huva
Tllllt'miid 'ind aI-liqi! n_'l_jihil).~5

Homogeneity and continuity

pe55 on the fruits
be speculative:

Usi ..ah is concerned to
experience. lIis advice ..8Y

"Beware of the vorld:
Be deceived not by fleetinB

Or it lIlay be more practicd :

of his

"Bevare of shalleless COlllpany!
Nothing cause~ one to r~¥ent ~ore than the
cOlllpany of enldoers!"

His instructive purpose !ends homogeneity to his
presentation, in the vay he repeatedly refers the reader
to aspeots of his experi'l!ntid philosophy and behavourisal.
These references often take the fora of a doxology. A
reourring theme, of couTse, is the immutability of destiny.
Thus, more or less the Same formUla that concluded the
first aneodote in th. book,38 is found again in a co....ent

"
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on ~ miraculous escap~ during the IsnU'ili attack on
SheyzBr in 529/1D5 , fe-h\liink" All;;h MuqBddir al-lIqdiir

va_mulIllqqit al-i,iil va-'l_e'miir.'Q The inexplicebility
of the divine plan calls for nnother Cor..uh. Arh ... UI

anecdote recounting the curing of In eye .rrbiotion ~s the
result of 8 blov received in en engagement,4 God is

praise~ 8$ t~e s?urce , MIt is possible thet :t~~ may dislike
sOlllelhlng vhlon 15 nevertheless good for YOu."

Another 'lillY of doing this is by meens of en epitome.
this ",lIy COncern itself vith pnilo$ophic81 speCUlation, or

vith hUBBn behaviour. It may precede, or fol1~y, the
anecdote to vhich it refers. Usimah prefaces II story of
hopeless courage during" joint attack l.unched by the
'Franks end the Atib"k ,;,ughd~kin in Sha~zBT' in :';09/1115 :

"Ir ~~~r ti,U ~s up, n~ith~r cour!ge nor strenB~h can help
~ou." An epltO.,e rollo'ols th~ stor~ of the Selzure of

lIisn 8l_KhurR~bah : "M~n! once they put their ",inds to
". . . 3
sOlllethlng, vlll do It.''

The techniqu~ is e~tended especially to the second

group or an~cdotes at the end or the book I 'oIhi eh de~l wi th

the hunt. Although both s"otions are ostensibly .bout notable
bunt us _ prominent figures in S~ria, EB~pt and Iuq in the
rirst, and lIsii".h's htner in the second _ they redly

conc~rn the behaviour of pursuer and pursued in the ani,..l

vorld, especi.lly trained raptors and their pre~_ Usam.h
epitomizes the point in tnp S8.,e vay 85 he does for the

anecdotes illustrating the beh8viour of hUll an beings. ror
example, the attachment of an ~rab mare to its rider is

contrasted with the unruliness of a birdhawn or hack.

UsiJlah coneludeS 44 "Hacks are ,.ore akin to a 'oIild beast
th.n to horses." rate e",buces ell living creatures.
Pre racing an account or the une~p~ct~d deaths of tvo birds

of pre~. the vriter observes that ani~gls lIeet th~ir

destinies (maniya) in dirferent ways.

Having forsaken the ChroniCle form ror that of the

illustrative anecdote, Usimah has to rind. thread upon
which to string his collection, in place of the continuu..

provided b~ tille. A re..arkable .emory r~c.l1ing the events

"



of a long ~nd vBried lire, places ~ good store of tales at
his disposal. This ..eaos, in the first p1llee, that he o"n
illustrah one poir.l "ith several anecdotes. It also
enables hi .. to follo'll one anecdote by aoother Yhieh, although

sharing some cirCllOlstanti81 dehil with the tirst,
illustrates .. different point. He caD thus chaoge the
SUbject ..nthout the reader experiencing too ..uoh of .. jolt.

ror tX8~ple, the Rccount of the aiege of ~i~n 81_~8yr is
concerned with the ex~t;e",es to which .. 1II8n viII go to live
up to his reputation. It is (olloyed by the story of

another sie,e by Atiibak Zaoki:
j

the of Hisar 81_Biiri'81\,• • •
illustrating the sne point. The next story concerns
the invest..ent of Hims ; but it is Saladin vho is ,"cunting. . - .. .8_
le, and the burden of the StOT), l!l.hlS cruelt)'. USB"Bh

VBS present Bt enough such IIlilihr)' Bctions to be Bble tc
prcvide tvo further eXB~ple5 of the siege BS en OCCa510n

f~r SAlll~in ~o. di~pl!~ his ruthless:e~s , a Ph~e ~Blled

Masurrlk,n Kuhlstan. and al-KBTkhlnl neaT Irbl1 1n

SyriB. The effect of B continuu.. bBsed on the

asscci.tion of ideBs is considerable the.... tic variety in
B li..ited space without prejUdice to continuity. This is

BPPBregt in the group of stoTies_il~ustrating~e ..arkBble
cures. EBCh anecdcte has enough 'n co..mon v,th the

preceeding one to B1Iov the reader to pass eBsily fro .. one
to ..not her. ThUS, Bneedotes one Bnd tvo have BeeidentAl

eating as their CO~mon theme ~ anecdotes tvo and three,

vipers; anecdotes three end four, vinegar; anecdotes four
end five, the ph)'sician Ibn Bupin, Bnd so forth. A
conversetion ..l tempo is lent to this process b)' Usi..eh's

fre<,!uent use of phrases like "A similar thing which
happened to !:Ie vas", or "Something rether similBT hBppened

to lIle vhen •••". SOlletimes, he Bpologises fer VhBt might

be considered an unsuitBbIe illustrBtion : the intrusion

of "n ..necdote concernig~ e falcon among some eXBmples of
unexpeoted hum..n cures; or too Bbrupt e chenge of

SUbject: the progression from the story of Bureykah, a
pcssessed vO!llen, tc that of /I heroine gf the $he)'zar ea..p

during an rsmi'ili ettack in 502/1109. '
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S. ASPECTS OF UTI8 I.L-I'TI81Jl , UIlGUAG!:

Classicll .habic (CA) aad. Ilid41e Arabic (itA)

The hllC'lI.ge IS v'll 115 the innoYatori fora of
Kitih ll-I·tihir has attrloted attantion. Critic. h,¥e
b,•• pa.sl'd by the di,crepanoy betveen Usi.ah's r'potation
as • writer or belle-l.ttres, aDd the inacCOTacies, or It
1ea.t deplrt,r,. rr~ CA osegetto be roolll1 in the t,~.

ioldeke orra~ a si.,le '.p1aaatioa or thin • U.i.ah vas
writi.. a. he .sed to speak. ~ i.coasistencie. in the blead
or .ollci..s aad correct o••C' .e l'Y5 It the door of the
covri.t ~o .dded hi. ova i••ccaracia. to the author· •• 2

Lan4blrs thoogbt that Usi..11 had di,tlted the vort i ••ccorlt,
CA. 'copyist VIS thea responsibla tor the inaecuracies
vhich, neverthele••• reflect the 'I"eroaoolar of the tiee.
It is fro. the.point of vi.v of thil last aspect that Sehen
.pprolohes the question of the llnsvae' of Kitib Il.X'tibar.'
As a proponent of the KiddIe Arabic soheol of thaory, he is
coneamld to asseable ,.idenee or I taxone.ically distiftSUishlbll
dialect. To appredata his von fally. it is OIe...al')l to h•••
, rorther leot at 11.. '. theor,.

An InalTtic laasaag. assisns ene concept to oae vorG.
Con.eqalllny, tbe ianeus, Yhich, i. a .ynthetic l&!lCUq:e.
n04ir,. alll1 alter the concept of a word, are Ili.. to ,.
analytic IIJll!llage. ''lA. Btaa eO!laiden, under the ten Once 5
of this charleteristie, tenda to dispellso with ease endings.
InitiaUy, the fhal 'lairdS" or the CA S"inr;vhr, aOlllld r ..inioe
plvr-l llId tile broke.. plural, vere repheed vith puul fOnls.
But this process of eli.inating the distinction betvlen
endins' vas extended to else endings whose final ~owels vere
identical. but which e~inced diff.ranees in the penvlti.ate
sylleble of the vord. The outeoae v~ the retention or only
the ebliqGe C.ae ia the daal and seRnd plaral. A. i.portant
ceasaqa••ce of the loss or elSe aadinca v.s the Idoption of
••ore ri~d vord erder, te distiqrish clnrl,. betv"n
subject ..d object. rke tlndency is towards • p?ewerbally
sitaated sobject, rather than the CA vord order of verb



rollowed by sUbjeet. Another syaptoa of the nud to
di.tiBguisb the SUbjeet or •••rb by a•••• other th'n the
.urriz of a synthetic l.n&u.... i. the usa of saparata
personal pronouns, befo~e or after the •• rb of whieh the, are
the pronoai.al SUbject. Fro. the point of .iew of the need
to distinguish the objeet, Kj Shows a tandeney to use the
prepositioll, which Slall caUs "th. true ana16tic upedi.nt
to distingui.h obj.ets as a,.in.t subj.cts." Th.
disappear.nce of else endings i. aatehed by the di.app••r.nce
of ,"cod andins.. j consequl!nea of the rtsultant ion of
,"ood, Blau find., i. tha use of the i ..perreet to .xpre•• the
iaper.tiT" Lik.wise, the n.glti •• partiele ..it used in CA
with tha i.p.rfact to ~.nota tha pr•••n~, c.a ba U~'d i~ HA

7
to neglte the f1Itlln. ,n ;J!see of l!!!. Vlth the sUbJllnctue.
An effect of the suppressioa of both else Ind aood endings,
coabined with. phonatie tandency to alt.r the '.' sound to
'i'. is to lub.erse the dirferences bet.een anna. inne .nd
all. !he (no..iul) sUbjeet ettn .nulinn'lo;;;"'it;
distinguishing 'ecusatiTe c.se indieator, and the Terb efter
.!!!.. the innuion which aull. it u beil\fi in the .ubjunctiTt!.

In addition to these difrarenees that Can be .ttributed
directly to a r.duction of inneiion. Blau finds a cetegory
nf adju~taents thlt renect put of what ha eans ~a genenl
drift". It ia r.flact.d in HA, as it wa. alloh aUlier in
SOllle asp.ot. of old Snitic langulseq !ik. Hebrew end
Anllleic, while hiving CA unscathed. Ily contrnt with its
chlreeteristie, ~s I synthetic llnalllSe, of essignina
s.v.ral eonoepts to ons word, CA li.it. e f8rticlllir
syntactic structun to on' plrtioular use. ror ..a.pl.,
eo asyndetical claus. in CA aust he.e an indeterainat.
entleedsnt I on the oth.r hand. the relative clall.S of a
deterainah anhcedent S"",t be introdllUd bJ a relati ..
pronoun. "' does not u•• a.yndetieel end s,ndetieal rlleti ••
clauses strictlY in re,ard to thl definit.n.ss of tha
ant.eldent. The relsti.s pronoua alladhl cOllid thus
introdllce a cleu.s definina an indeterainste entecld.nt.
and e.en be us.d as an iadeolirtbla SUbordinate coajunction
with the ••enina of Mb.CIIl..... Th. dinraence froa CA
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s~ntex VS5 extended in HA to the use of 8syndelieel
eo-ordinate clauses, 8S Yell as ."yndeliea1 SUbordinate
clauses. The Ci. syntu of the nu"eral" "a" es~eei.ll)'

exposed to lhe errects of the drift. Their apparent

anomalies "Yer'''1~ot protected by andog)', but often eyen
opposed to it." The CA iJlnd, in this ease, unaltered

Old Semitic) rule of designating the ".sculine cardinal
number,; 1-10 with the fa ..inine ending, for exemple, ~U)' be
reversed, or, at least, inconsistently applied •
Morphologicnl consequences of the general drift include

the discarding of the CA duel of the subst.nt~ve, adjective,
pronoun and verb, end its replacement by the plurol. As,
result of the gen"'.! tendency in.Se"iti. languel!ie" to

abandon the USe of the passive formed by internal vowel

. '"chan~es, and replace lt by a reflexive form, the VII

farll reploces the passive first forlO. The same blurrin~

af sounds which submerges the distinction between inna

and~ results in the replacement Qf the pErfect of

the rvth fo!"lO of, in partiCUlar, the hollo" and the

doubled verb, by the first.

These categories, amongst others, vere applied by

Schen to his examination of the language in Kitib al

l'tibiir.I~ for, dthoogh Blau's ""rk is based on Judaeo~
~rabie, the various forms of NA Christian Arabie,

Judaeo_Arabic and MUslim Arabic have lDany basic
. 14

features 1n eommon.

On the one hand, Sohen found a peueity of a number
of non-Classical usages vhich Blau regarded as symptomatic

of :-IA. The partiCleS ~, ~ .nd .!.!!. remain distinct

frail one anather, "thus conf~r..ing the basic.lly CA nature

of its sentence structure."l The obliQue ease af th~
. . . ,. 1

dlld lnstead of the nalOlnat,Ye occurs three :l.Iaes;

that of the oblique sound plor.l in pIece of the nominative,

four ti..es. "It rill be natic~d ho" infrequently this

typically 1'lA future occurs."l Deviaticns from the CA

accur : SOlletillles e noun is put in tile plural, althaugh the

SenSe indicated the dual; 8 dU81 ..8Y be followed by I

sounel plural; 8 plural pronoun lilly refer to 8 duel ;
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Bnd the dual may b~ construed ..itll • plural verb. BlIt

Seh"n points Qut th~t. in vi .... of the feet that vhat he
calls "the disintegration of the d081" is 50 eharllclertistic

of HA, it is Te.ark.ble that thera ar~ so fey divergenoes
froll the CA rule regarding the dual.

1
Like"ise. there

are fev nCII_CA nUlIlerl1 forms, "in a text 'bounding in
19 th

numerals." Three ex","ples of the VII for.. for the

internBl passive II! the first fOrlll arl! noted. As it is
characteristic of ~A, Schen finds its rarity surprising. 20

The preposition Ii is found to mark the direct object
. th· - t "tv~ce, vhen 15 does no precede the verb.

On the other hand, non_CA yard order vas evident,

especially in dire~~ speech. Here, the subject orbn

precedes the verb. llnel!lphatic sepu-ate personal
pronouns frequently occur with finite verbs, again

. .. 2~ • ()especully 1n dlrect speech. T~e verb fona ghara I
("raid") recurs for aghftra (IV).2 Another frequent
divergence from CA syntactical usage is the asyndetical

Clause: S~gh clauses Seem to occur more often in
narrat,ve. ~5yndetical co-ordinate clauses often
follOW a verb of motion, with a finite werb of the same
person and in the same tense, unconnected by any co
ordinating conjunction. Subordinate asyndetical clauses
containing a finite verb follOW verbs in tha main clause
like amU-a ("oTdar") and &rids (""ish"). In CA, such
clauses would be introduced by the particle ~. and
contain a ve!"b in the SUbjunctive lIood. In addition,
Schen findS tvo asyndetical !"elative clauses following a
detel"8inlte antecedent. In CA they vould be jo~ged to
the luin clause by 1II&IIns of a relatin pronoun,

Blau sees several justifications for the study of KA
beyond lIue linguistic study. It can tell uS about the
cultural satting of the Jews in their Arab environment.
The relationship of KA to CA corresponds to that of Arallaio
and lIebrew to the Old Semitic language; KA can therero!"e
shed light on the eVOlution of Aramaic and Hebrev, As
a missing link betveen ClassicI! Arabic and Modern Arabic
diahcts, it can tell 115 aboot the history of Arabic as

-
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• whol~. IS ...111 IS contri~t. to the propl" undlrstlnding
or Nodl ..n Arabie dillects.

Sillea thl ..,istlnee or, to borr.,w !llll1" t.~. /lusli.
"iadle Aubie, is criticd to til. p\lnuit or theu .ils, it
follows thlt it should b. distinguishable fro. othl" spoken
rO~1 of Arabic, IS VIII, of coorSI, I. being d,.ollslrebl,
chlr.cteristic of the Middle Ag... Ve I"e not, ho........ ,

he"l concerned vith vhethe.. this hi' been done, or is,
indeed, Iven possible, beyond tlking note of Scllen's own
obseTvlltian, thl~6non-llusli. ~A hili ..eceived the bulk of
recent attention. EllOdl:t', supposing th~t t:tere is •

lIuslie /lA, VI ...e not he"l concerned vith vhethe.. Sehln hiS

conclusi"'lly proved that Kit.to II_I'tibir il In ex ••pl. of
it_ Nlvertheless. what Sch.n has to s~y about the u~ven

distribution of non-Classical uugn is of intarnt,-
not least bec~usa the integrity of t~e concept of Husli.
~iddla ~rabic would see. to dauelld upon a satisf~ctory

e2planation of the phenOlanon.
tn the first placa, he attributas the pre.al.nca of

Classical,gsases to the attentions of a copyist or
copyists. But, ha adds, the copyist would not Il~ve

~lt.r.d the syntax of t~e sentences. Ris findings on
asyndeta, indeed, accord "ith this. Re gon on to uy
th,t the copyist would not h,v••ltered non-Clllsicll

. . ~1lIsagas ,n the d,~log\le to the •••• extent .5 .I .....here,
for their inclusion auong the utteranees of spe~k.rs

"'ould not d.tr.ct frott Usia.h's lit.r.ry st.nding.

Ro"."aT, the oircu.st.n~'I, fo~ '2"~;C, of tha old .
"o••n's ra••rll: to Sat.dln at H.au..... a..e,t odds ..,U:

her correct usage of tha dunl no.\~,tive and the dOll
p"l'onoun. Schen notl'S it hi.stlr. Are "e th'n to
unde~tand that this .nd othar oo.xpeeted cla.sieis.s
constituta e.a.ples of the copyist't failure to
~restrain his ....ll-.clnt i'PUlseMf'

1l1au deals with this sort or cnntradiction lore
explicitly. He considers tllat pressure 1m a writer to
conro... to the standards nr the ~langUlge or pr.stiga
(Classic,l Arabic)~ causas hi. to r.rrain rrol using

"



v~rnacular fcr.:os, ~"~n vh~r~ th~ latter lIight he ",ore
appropriate. Indeed, alau says, !IIedienl writers go
beyond the requiren~gts of Classical Arebic end ellploy
hypercorrect forllls. A psychological u;plRnat.icn of
t.his sort, envisaging a tensicn between considered and
instinctive nodes of ~xpression, Can exist independently
of any linguistic theory purporting t.o ident.ify e discrete
..od~ of sp~~ch and th~n associat.ing it wit.h a particUlar
historical stage.

Likewise, en equally unessulling literary explanation
can be accepted, vithout, again, necessarily endorsing any
linguistic theory. SChen's own explanation of the peculiar
nature of th~ languag~ of Kitib al-I'tiber is partly
lit~rary. He is as conc~rned as N'';ldek~ or Landberg to
explain ne prevalence. of non-Classtcal osagu in th~ "ark,
as compared "ith historical ond biographical t~xts of the
sall~ p~riod, e.spe.cielly in vicv of Usillah's reputation as
a lion of le.tters. He attributes it principally to the
~~.'l.eV'j..'l.e .,,~ +Jl '1.,,; '.., ";".Y,.~. ~'.'v-.'I.'" .~'!::'- ".. =._.,,=..~

tAe recogniteo categories o~ ritereture.
1t is ..ithin this sort of ue~. rather than that of

linguistic theory, that Blau's identification of points
of divergence, and Schen's appli~at;'on cf then to the
"ork, produce findings vhieh ~n 50",e SenSe ~c~ord ..ith

vhat has been said about the content and fo"" of Kitib
al_I'tibir.

The main ~onclusion draYn by Sch~n frail his noting
of the frequent use of asyndete is that they are evide.nce
cf the vork having bun dictated: "for it is charactaristi~

of apcken language tha\ verbal links bet"aen olouses are
liable to be drcpped." 7 This certainly accords ..ith the
ccntinuu.. of the asssociation of ideas noted ebove. It
hes the effact of tekins the nerretive continually forverd.
There are hardly any references in the York t.o vh.t has
alread)' been said. This sugl'icsts a mind concerned
principally vith shedding ~emories, realised most easily
through talking. At. t.he salle tille, os "e have seen, it is
not an aimless seandering. The anecdotes quickly get to

,6
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Ue point end deliver it su""intly. In this connection,
tvo (urthe,. observetions by Schen ere significant: that
the asyndell era 05Ull1, to b' found in narrativI, aod that

the _.yndeti"11 co-or1Anat, elluses ere u5uel1, Issoci,tld
"ilh Vlr-bi of lIotion. The .freet of placing verbs

together in this "., is to ,.educe in i,pcrtenel an, intervII
b,tyun til' two ..,tiOIl5 dlseribed. A co-ardin.ting
"onjunetion, on the other hind, creltes I hi,tus. To
dispense "ilh it is • useful expedient in story-telling,
vhen it is desir.ble to convey I sense of svirtly
unfolding ,vents. ror ex,.ple, in his .ccoont of Ibn
al-'Ariq's daring It the siege of ~i1n .l-~~r, Usi••h
slys : ji'l ..,jolun r" til.'. ri tine 'l-thughreh... ~

••n "•••••• cLillbed tht-ooSh th.t brnch."'9 (An
.,yndetic.l t-el.ti~e el.v,e i~terpo'es betveen the two
verbS, in .ccordence vith Cles,icel Arabie us.g. vhen
the enteeedent is indeteninete, es here.) the
edv.nt.ge or brevity posse,sed by asyndet. i, ,hared by
the SUbordinate eonjvection all.dhi. Us•••h ules it
vIlen h. concludes the .ccou~t ot list.ken identity in
b.tti. vhich ne.rly ended in tragedy. "I praised God •••
blcause (.I1.dhi) no injury beren hi. on .ccount or
th.t t",rt.,,40 The oripns at tlhdhi in the rellti ..
pronoun are clear trol it, esplnded lelning , "for th.t
vhieh hlpplned vhereby: It selms rathlr simitlr to thl
.i II-la1dari,ah. Hitti eqoates it vith ttl modern
Syrian ~Irnaculer iui, .1.ni115 "b.cause".

8y contrlst vith co-ordinat••syndetl, subordinatl
lSyndltical dauses occur a.inly in direct spuch .tter

42 . .
1I0d.l ~.rbs. Tilts presu.ably retl.cts spok.n prlchc.
at the til.. or course, Usl..h', ellploy.lnt or everydly
langulte in direct splloh is • neCllSury component at
hil Inecdotilt's skill. ror exa.pl., i~ the tirst sroup.. ,
at stanIS concenl1.nr; r.-ark.bll cur." I guest ,t I
drinking p,rt" luttering tro•• clrbuncle, i~ldvertlntly

sVlllovs In entire plltetvl ot r.v eggs. The host
r.tusi. the de••nd ot the other suest, th.t he repl.oe
the II&S'. \I._'llihi IIi .t',l hi sa", vith thl Itunr;th

"
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of the ChSSlCBl ~rabic lin af'ala, "I shan't". (Tl\ere
is also oroission of the direct object, which SChell rinds
ehaTllcteristie of the text, "Such f~lipses are onlY to be
expected in 8 di"hted nurati"e"). In view of the

surferer's subsRquently being cured of the carbuncle, the
adamant refusal has the erfect of turning the hungry
drinkers' deprivation into. vorthwhile and even necessary
sacrifice. The refusRl thus points the coral. Given the
circunsttnces of its delivery, the host's refusal would

not be appropriate in anything but the spoken language of
the tiro", whether or not Usnmah has recalled his exact
words. The conClusion thet IOn plus the imperfect
represents the vernacular "ay of de~ing the future cun
be dravn thus on the basis of Usimeh's intention in
reoounting the aneodote. lnother example is less
critical to the onecdote in which it occurs, but equally
dependent for its (vern ocular) meoning on the internal
logic of the story. ~hen Usimah recalls On order he
gave to a goldier ~ tasru' tU'arrif ("Hurry up and
inform"),· the imperfect in which it is couched !Oust
reflect a cO:llOon usage of the tille. Their relative
positions and the circumstanoes preclude its being the
polite order or request that Classical lnbic allowS in
the imperfect. The impression of a routine command 1S
strengthened by the asyndetical linkin~ of the
imperetives. At the Same time, there are frequent
e~emples of the imperative being used in direct speeeh.l.7
If we ere to accept Schen's clei. thet the copyist would
have left the dielogue uncorrected, then these ~ust

represent usi.e" wearing his other cap _ that of the man
of letters.

The anecdotist hos two mein concerns. He needs to
depict piece and action as convincingly as possible in order
to obtain the reader's confidence and as swiftly as possible,
in order to ,"aintain his interest. Use of the vernaoular
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ill

C.II fllrther bcth pllrposu. In th. first, it lends
~.risillilitud. to both die108ue end description; in th.
su:orld, it inusts the itten vord .nth th. nltural
econn-1 of sp....ch. IIs h e:rploits both these q...lities
in his u.. ot Uu' spohn hnsU&ge or his tille. The
conscious .oreli~er, by contrast, is concerned vith
.pitollizing the lUIOns Ilr .Kperienee. \/hat he has til Bey
is nill....tic ; his i.pect lias, not in vhet he lies to say,
but, r.ther, hov he s.]'s it. 'I'he l.nguage beeo.es .n and
in itself, the vonis selectad tor th.ir •••.,rsbility u

.ueh IS tor their sense. The snecdot.s in ICitib I1-I'tibar
.re d...onstr.bly h.rnessed to Us•••h's instructive purpos~.

Whl ..e this is explieitly a.. tieul.ted, then, he is as
concernad vitll the ton of the lIord as lIitll its content.

As e th.oretici.n hi.ulf ol 'ilm d_badi', he ve, vell
equipped to ellploy the siAence of e.bellish.ent In tha
pronoonca.ant of hit••h.

loldeke re.e[~ed on Us•••h's us. of rh]'c.d prose :n
lCitib .1_I·tib.... S.j' tells "ithin the c.tegor]' Dr
.rtirie.. , depend.nt on di.tinctions or tor~for thei ..

ettect - hl,i. ~!t is," s.yl el-Qauinl, "the actinll
in concert (teva~u') ot tvo elanes (fiiilat.ln) on the
basi. of • coa-on leller. This i" vllit sl-S.kkiti .ean"
when hesi.1S that it is to p..ose vhat rh]'lle (qifil.lI) i. t ..
verse.- ".0"'" tha different fo .... of nj' Ill' distitlllllishs
1I11\ ...... f (lite",Ul ~pointad"). In uj' IIl1ia..... f, tha
al_llI.try of the two eleusn i. Ii.it.d to tha syllabI. or
syllables at tile end of the list vord in eithe.. el.use, ~s

dietated bl tile fo ... of the ..hy.e. The Vazn or peradis_- __S2
ot tile lISt IIOl"d need not b. the sa.e. H-OUlIlnl
si ••s .n eZI.ple ot slj' .ufl..... f f ..o. the Oll'in,

SU"III un : 13 and l'
• .. .. I'
.u-, r..)U-,

,.,



(MWhat's the ..athr with )'ou? VII)' don't ),ou hope for
tilldlle,U froll God? ror he h•• ~reated yoo, after.
".ri"ty of stages of ",isten~r"). the!!.!.!!. of tha last
~ord of tbe first fi5ilah is fa'ila .. ; that of tha sacond,
af'ilan. !'he basis of uj' in the Olrr'in , of COllr,e,
•• Int that its lisa el.rwhere ~oDld .tritr • f.ailiar
notl. or the saj' "Ill. ill kitib sl_l'tibiir, mutlr..f
pr"dominltes. Th. epitOD" befor. and arter anecdotes
are 1I111111y c"och"d ill ,.j', IS vdl n being in ~ql

nfaultlous Classical Arabic" ~hich Schen noticeI'.
ror ellmple, the fstrs of beast I Ire neatly su..ld up ill
a preface to an anrcdote ,

•• 1·· ... ul~1

( . . . )""of YBrpng hue are th" de.tlnle. "f beasts." The
distinctive style "f langu,ga cCllpl".. ents the "thar
functions of the epit".... As vaU ~s bein!'; ~n ",,10m, it
I}$" lIarks the start "f an anecdote.

Another for.. "f uj' distinguish"d by al_Q8't~inr is
Slj' lSotavizin (literally "bal.nced"). The syuetry of
the clauses is extended beyond the rhyme to a eg~fo ..ity
in ."nur" of the Int VONS of "ither elaU5e. .I.n
early ""..pie of this sort of saj' is t!le pr,,"onition Of
the bresting of the d•• at Itirib by rarifah al_ltihilllh,
vife of 'Allr b. ,t.ir I'los.yqi)'i, the rul.r'

,."..".J I J.c. ~fJ L..

<:..1 I '---' c.,.1..)

(MI've neyer 5."n Inythilll like I s'v today. It droye
sleep frOD .e. I 5'~ a doud vhieh sent Dot boltl of
lightenill6. It pr~c:.d thul\dn for. long "hile, and
thrn struck down.")

Th. con5baint of .n idlntical !!.!!!. niles nj'
lIutavi"'in Ius frequent ttlan .Il~arref in Kitib al-I'tibir.
When it does ~CCllr, it makes for. sonora05 pOllS. to the

30
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be nt.nilhld.
for lore

...
r-;-'-

"

("On till dl" Wllin till Koor or R.ctonint will
sinners will SWlir thlt till" hlven't tlrried
til In I hoar.")

Tha word ,i'ah i. Ulad in till rirst instlnce
lIeton,.liclll)' Ind in thl leoond. 1iteraU,.. It is

n.rr.ti.~. I' in the rol1ovina instanct, vII." it prerael.
- r - 5,tha Iccolllll of an Is.,' 11 attlck on 5111'18,:

("Blessed is God, th, Ordainer of Destinies, and. thl
Appointe,. of Hours and DI,I.")

This nuti, rOllnll. off til, Iccount.
Another rll.laded device Usilllsh ulploys is jini.

(,kin h the English IIlronousia, the pll,illg an Yords
wIIieh sound a!ike). Like uj', it hlls within th
ntotllory or la!;i. J.l-Qnnnl, "I t consi sts or a
raseablance in articulation. It is dcsignatad cOlplata
(ti_) ir tile consonlnts. tlldr nUlber. 1'o'llelliq Ind
order, are idinticil. Portliar, ir tlley Ire tha l&el part
of speacll, the,. In cl1114 Inl1l"ous (Iulithin-. It
occors ~n Our-in , XXX I ~~

.)"'·~·_l
I .,:....,-J L.. ~.r-l

"

(-Vlre hearlS to be el ••n.ad of the soil of thai. li~.

ond entrusted to hi. vho knovs what is to COl', tha, would
r••lisl that to cou~ lhl dlnser of vlrs dOli not shDrt,n
lht decr...d span.")

Tht do~olDg1 which concludel thl anecdote is 1110
couched in u.i' ,\lta.i.in. It II" aLrud, bun given in
transliteration:

..,..J I <:.J,~/.JI X ......"....:01 J" V- ......"....u...JI ~ >-'
.....",.,ro-JI ""f ~.>"J "f • I • X .......J.;a-Jl ~ ....X J

, S. " JG.311 ." ........ ,X '-J .~



otherwise one snd the s... vord. U5".11 us.. this fo~

of parono-asia (~iai. ta.. .~ithil) in a lin. or his ~.rse

which he incledes io • passage os old age ,.,
.J-l> '" ".,..."L-,..,..... ~.01 0-""J b ! ',.,,

("I SO torth ill !'olln or nabiqi lingr' .na,. the aNoOT
of wn. Vela DDt.. a" all4 v..pan.~" tllis pac. I"ti •
.tIo trd.htllS hula! as fabric .. in botch i!lrtqc.,.)

AI-Q.~vini continoes : "But, it the tva vords ora dirterent
pert. or speech. it is callsd (as veIl sa coaplata)
ralrilled (sust.wren1." s. siva. as an ex..pl•• line fro.

Abu t_" :
..:.w u L...:rJ1 rJ5 VA ..::. L. L.

....ul .i.,o.< oJ-<' ~ ..s~ ...."..,.....

("Vbatever the liberality of' the ti•• vk~Ch has perished,
it lives on at Y.~yi b. -"bd Allih's.·)

KeTa, vhile the .ppearlnce or thl word ,ahl' is th"
..... in the first iASte"ce it i •• aerb, Sod in the ••co04
• propar ...... t1silllh lise. jill'" ta- _shyfUl ill. "

.i.ilar sort ot wa,. He bas recounted a story ot how a

.an oalled Jawad gaya a goog aocount of him••lf dcrine an
Is.i-Ili .ttack on Sha,zar. 4 the stor, concludes with
Usa-ah's report ot Jawid's visible deterioration, wh~

Us"ah visits hi. sa.e ,aars later io D..aSCDS, Where
lawid i. 1I0W a fodder-dealer. this pro.pt. I ranlction
on old Ige Which Us.slh preface, with :

(~1 hlye haec.e like 1,Vid the tedder-dealer .nd ggt lite
the le.eroo, san (ja••d) Who spends wistefoll,_~)

Tbis 4ispls, of .erbal den.nt, is a stat...lrt b,.
the writer thet he bel one' to the qaadranale, as well as
to the market plaoe. At the se•• ti•• , it cerries the
read.r ssoothl,. across the divide hetweell the two.

-



Hoaophony cln be e%ploit~ to enhaoce til, ~e.nift5 of wands.
1 sob-c.t.~or, of jioi. is cr••tad by the OSI of ~nid.otic.l

YQrd" Ihariq • co_on root. .ll-O.".ini Ki.... In n ••pl.,
Our'ln XXX : 43 ,

~I
•,

("Turn tOWirds tlla true relip;lon.")
Til, Ivth Co... of -the root 9_11_1 Inns "set". vherlas

the adjeotivi 911li. 1.lns "true" or "strai@ht". This
device is known I' al-.o1haq bi.'l-jinis, "that which is
attached to pl1'ooo••"il...&6 U....11 USI' it in I praYlr
vith omich ha cOllclodn tb. ICDOlJllt' of aot••orthy curls.
II. asts ror lood health dllrill& his r-Mni_! t1_. uti

....rey and ""our when d••th 00..... :

.'
~I

rhe ••p10y••nt of .,rih ("d,.th) i ...diately .tter
Iv.irill (".rri ••l") oonstittttl' "h.t al-Qaz"ini call'
_lIkarUT 01'. ".reputed". the cnint.,.roptcd .,.qunc1 of
vords contUll1ng the tl••,nt. of parono••sl.. lI.re,
th, 'ff.et of th, juxtaposition is to eaph.si •• th •
• ysteriousn••• of th. aoa.nt of d••th.

Eaploy.ent of rhetorical d.¥icl5 relying for thtir
effect upon distinctions of lIeanins (."navi) l.nd.
itself to th••pitomisetion of 1I0r. cOllplex id••s th.n,

for .•x.apl., t~. i ..utabilit, ~r r.t •• US.II,S UI•• ~h.

d.nc. of IIIf.hlll'd.h, ••p.el" of z.op., to pou,t
the dirrerenc. bltv••• the lI,u.1 •••nins of • vord, .nd
• r.strict.d, fisanti .... IIS.# AI_QlSvi ..i p ..... •• "'
IX.llpl. Our' ... III , s. ,

• .....l' • ...

';"~t-Jl ~ :..l.J1.)
•

(·~h. unb.li ..... r. ',r.lled, .nd so did God. And God i. the
bast of Ich.a.rs. N

)

"



Makara has a different mllning when u5ad of God, frol
that when ~sed. perjoralivel" of ••n. The purpose of the
device is to intor. the aodience of the rigorali.1 a.aning
ot a verd, by contrasting it with the literal ~aaning.

Usi••h aSIS this.d~vice.vhen ~~ touches on the relationahip
of God and the div1ne ~ll ,

.... " '"", • " '""

0j.

;; • '. It

("The reasons fot" the escape vere due to the vorking of

the ••rvels of destiny; the wound VIS beenos. of what God,
• ,. • b )"prnse be to HI, had ordelnad 'J vay of recompense."

The vorkings of rate appear IS marvels (,.jab) to
man. But the causes of things are net hidden frOD God,
So they cannot appeer vonderful to him. Consequently,
when the word ,.jab is attributed to God, it means his
state of bOling pleased to do sOllllthing : in this case,
the infliction of II wound on the lord of A~lmiyyah in
ju~ellllnt of his IIttendant's cllrelessness. '!'he
SUbtlety of the device is appropriate to the fineness
of the d.istinction betv"en the two uses of the word 'ejab.

Antith~~is is 1111 e"sentilll ingredient of Usillah's
anecdotll!!:lI. He also ellploys t~6 rhetorical d.evice of
antithllsis (lIu}ibIlQah or }ibiq), in pillces where he
wllnts to concentrllte the mind of the rllllder on the point
lit issue. The sllbtlety of the antithesis osed YIIrie!!
..itt, the cOllplexity of the idell concerned. ror eKllllple,
Usillllh prllfixes sOlla anecdotes illustrlltin~ the contrllsts
in the hUlllln lind anilllli worlds, with a string of five
pairs 01 cont ...a,~in8 adjectives dllscribing the fol'1l such
contrasts tllke. These are intended to do no 1I0re than
convllY lin idea of the variety or God's creation. The
IIntithesis beco.es 1I0re cOllplex when phrllses lire contrasted,
II derice known as 101Iqibll111h or ~co"pllrisonM. As an
euaple, 1I1-Qaz.nni gives IX , 62 :

-=
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I _ • I .,

'."So 0 I;

, . -,
I .. ~ •

J.,.....J ~.........-.
J~I

,
•:L"

.. .. "
r."S,_ I."

(-L.t th~a laullI • littl., thin, let the. welp I 10t. M}78
the first ~on~apt in thl rirst pllrlS~ (MIIU1h M) is
~ontr.st~d with th~ first ~on~~pt in the second ph rise
("weep"), Ind likewise tile se~ond Cancepts in either
pllr... Cool. little" Ind "a lot"). CancludinlO I story abaut
the exceptianl) resilience or I young FrankislI knisllt,
Usiaah obslrvls

("Drawing back na Dori pOltpones rite, thin courting
. )"hl..lrd advances 1t."

The I.ntithesis ~IY be less obvious vhen • conclpt
is contrasted, not with its precis I opposite, but with
the Cluse or thl lattar. The Inti thiS is is th~n CIllld
slblbi or dhii tasabbub. 80 .l.l..onwini siYls 15 an
e•••pll Qur'in : XLVItt : 29:

..;.h ~. I~~-r ~ .;".::~..J1;- -
-("Hu~e"""d is the llessenSer of Gcd. They vile ere with

hi. Ir. hard rn thl unbeli~vers, but coaplssionlte I.Ons
thetllllves.)S Aslliddi', "sev~r~", is contrelted with
ra~."·, Bcoapissionlt.", althoush tile precise opposite
or tile rirst il the Tlsult of the second' atyini', or
"sort". Usi.11I uses this saM: or Intithlsis in e
pronounce'lnt on 'In'l supinenels ~efare rltl.
PrereeinlO his tllat/lOl1tS an old ege, 2 he seYI :

... .l.a.,. ~"..-JI ,,
..;..l.J> "'" "u

J.w, i~ a"';".>.- "

-



(~~o one should think thlt courti"6 dlngers will I;Ylnce
4eath, or thlt excessive clution will 4ell, it.")8

Rukub Il_khltar ("the courting of danger") is contraste4
with shiddat Il-t'ldhr ("ncessin clution"). Its euct
oppositl would bl the consequence of e~cessiYe caution,
that is, it'jim, or "holding blck".

Rhymed prose evokes thl Qur'in principally by leans
of sound. A davice Which does the sa.., through muning is
iqtibis or adaptation, Yhereby f.=iliar turns of phrasl fran
the Qur'in or h.dith are incorporated into prose or vers.,
but nat in direct quotation. AI-Qu.vini S8yS :"It is that
the vord. contain .Olething frOI the Qur'In or ~adith,

without A~ being indicated thlt it is frOI the Qur'in or
had!th". thus, introducing the list of contrasting
adjlctivl1

85
vhich arc I prelude to anecdotes about

4ifrerence. in the h~an an4 ani.al worlds, Usimah SI'S ,

..u,

C"G04, to vholl belong lIilliht Ind ujest1, hms Itdl his
creation in different sorts and conditions.,,)8

Here, Qur'in Surah LXXI , 14 has bean adlptld to
Usl.ah's requirements. The efreot is two fold' first,
it forns In i ...ediately fa.iliar (and unanswerable) base
fro. which to prooeed with his purpose, whioh i. to ShoW
hoy living creatures differ fron one Inother; secondly,
it constitutes a display of cftdlntills, placing the
VTiter firal, within the tradition of Arabic llttlrl.
Usi.ah can asa. iqtibis ill this vay equall, Qf I
cbracter ir. his anecd.otes about hh.seH. The fi,.,t of
the storils Ibout hoI, l"B7is aiyen the sta.p of •
a"thenticity ill this va.,. "Subsist onl, on vhat ..
la~l", thl ascetic II-BI,ri ad.onishes the vor.all vho
bss unvittingl, wrapped ap 508. SVI.tS in her~Ovry

c.rtificatl, which she ba.lia~ls Ihl hiS lost.
Ttli use ot ..beUishl'lIt in Kitib al-l'tihir ill

d.ollologies, a:dolls and retllctive IIttlranees, is

_________1



d~tr ... ined by tll~ int~"I'D.'l lOli~ of the book. It is USO lIud
in .notller way ""'ich ncalll the pTe~lriolls politiul lire
of the ti.e, in .hich ornate eo..unieation eoold b, IIsed to
discllise the f'cts, or .ppease the poverfol.

In the ~hroniele portion It th. beginning of the book,
Usi••h Caliche. in uj' I pltl he cllills to h.... Iddressed
to 'Abbis al-Af~al Ro'ln II-Orn, to 1I011ify the latter.
'Abbi. va' ancry It his son, "i~ir .l-Dln, vhOD h, suspected
af "onspirinl "ith al_~ifir .cainst hi ... As I rUlIlt af
this Idd1'l55~ lIsiill lh se~s, "~iifir II-Oin'~ feMer left hi ..
lIane, Ind hu son heedd what I'd told h••• " The
orn.tanass of the .ddress is p.rll.ps lIore to concell .h.t
••5 .aid b,t""n Usill.h and 'Abbis, rather than
r.ithflllly to record it. rOT tva soUTces haTe Us'.ah,
less creditlbly, telling 'Abbis that the "lliplI '115

90haTine an unnltor.l r~lationsllip with Kifir aI-Din.
Yhis 'II' to prowoke the Ti~ier to lIurdeT the cllipll.
FaT notablas, jealolls of 'Abbi.' po"er, .nd USi••h's
closlnl •• to "hbis, h.d toTned the "aliph aClin.t
Usi.lh.

The possible ¥T.th of I liTinl di"t.tor "as plrhaps
I 1I0rt illllidiatr proble. thin cnttsy lIesories of dark
eTents lonl IgO, but. si.iI.r .trategy "'5 indicated.
Usin.h deliver. an ornately couchld panegyric on Salldin.
1t follQIfS tQO close upon thl Intedotes about his
cru~lt~ fo~ ona,not to suspe~i th.t it is • prec.ution
Igllnst be. III "sunderstood.
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6. COIlCJ.USIOIl

It is int~rastins to eo'pare the aiRi.al obtrusiv~na.s

vith which U....h b.rnesses sakhif and jazl to his theq~,

vith other "riters' st)'l". Recouse to jul light ba
lacking 'ltogether. Buzurg b. Shahri)'.r .l-Ri,hur,uzi, a
••arinrr rrol the Persian Gu1r, ..roh his Kitib 'Aji'ib
aI_Hind soon attar ~41/<J5'. The subject or the ..ork _
the searerins or the "rit.r's ti.e _ is inter.stins anough
tor its unconscious vulSlritt to be overlooked. Sakhir
Night be deliberntely introduced, IS al-Mariri (~~6-516/

I05~-1122) does in the thirtieth l.qi.ah:
2

"har. he uses
the 1lngnag. or the underworld to .nhlnce his pic.rasqul
setting. Alhrnltinl)', the rhltiricll ,ode could.
co,pletel)' dODinate a "riter's a.pressicn, .s in the caSa
or the s~crat.r1 'laid .I-Din al-Xitib (519-97/1125-1201),
..here the untidiness or "ar is rorcld into thl elegance
or rh,.i. raw.,il. 'lllid al-oi" uus t.h.. for.
purpose' to con.... ]' otriciel inron.tion. But rhetoric
.nd, in partiCUlar, the .rtific•• of 'ila .l-badi',
could baco•• In ~nd in thl.selvls, .s at places in t.ha
'aqi,it, whirl ~arirr c.rries out orthogrlphic tours de
rorce of ultiaatel, pointless bril1ilncl.

On the one hInd, Usiaah "IS quit. Iwlre cf ths
difr~renc. bet,,~en correct and incorrect USlge. "One
cen distinguish in th~ speech of God'S creatures
.loqu~nce (bllighah) fro. in'daquacy or eapression
('in), 'nd correct (fa,illah) frol incorrect (lakan)

, h . .usage." On the othlr hInd, hI .s no ~ntlrest 1n
correct orficial tora, s.ve in onl or tva pieces, "hire
an old ....ri"esa stirs. ~ He is not concerned with the
USI of vernacul.r languaSI to convey the at.osphlre of
• psrticular class or s~ciet]', althou~ he.,i!ht ~se it
to encapsulate 'n occ.aS~OIl or a ra1st~onsh~p. H1S
raults of Ir....r arl sins or olission and not co..i5sion.
'rile flow of .e.ory wiU IlOt aUo" hi, to stop and correct
the•• 'othlre ha doas uu jad, it is to point tha loral,
which l.nds fora to the contant. a..rtl]', the book'S



One ~onders,

as much a

instructive rale is its raisan d,etre.

hawever, whether it might not have been
prete~t for the old man's ru~maging.

At all events the reader is not greatly burdened

with metaphysicRl prOpositions. Chenery caintains that
"unifonity of t ype

6
is one of the characteristics of

Arabic literature". This applies at lust to the
philosophical content of Kitib al_I'tibir, if to nothing
else. One or t~o themes are endlessly repeated. But
the very maagreness of SUCh fare is in a ~"' responsible
for tha enduring interest of the book. ror all sorts of
aaterial from Usimah's long life, observed ~ith such
acuity and recounted so te11ingly, can be used to
illustrate his simple ~ikl:lBh. It cuts right across the
divisions to which less flexible, if more profound,
literary forms confine themselves, Bnd in so doing,
provides uS with a unique picture of the places end times
in which he lived.
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