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1.  The “story” of conversion forms one of the central historiographical narratives of post-Roman Europe. For 
general overviews, which follow this approach, see Markus 1990; Brown 1992; von Padberg 1998; Fletcher 
1997; Brown 2002; Carver 2003.
2.  See Boniface,  111, where Archbishop Cuthbert of Canterbury, immediately after Boniface’s martyr-
dom in 754, writes that the Anglo-Saxon church is to consider Boniface its special patron along with Gregory 
the Great and St Augustine, clearly placing Boniface’s work in Germania within the same apostolic tradition.
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3.  See the contribution of Anne-Marie Helvétius in this volume.
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O           Vita  
           ’  Vita Guthlaci  

    E      B ’  Historia abbatum     
         Vita Ceolfridi.   

            

4. .
5.  Bede,  ;   .
6. Stancliffe 1989, p. 25; Cubitt 2000, p. 39-41.
7.  Cubitt 2000, p. 50.
8  .
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 B   Historia ecclesiastica gentis Anglorum     
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           Gesta Hrodberti   

9.  Bede,  .
10.  Bede,  , IV. 27-32 (Cuthbert); III. 6, 9-13 (Oswald); IV. 23 (Hilda); III. 19 
(Fursey).
11. Wood 2001, p. 62-64.
12. , p. 62-64.
13.  Hygeburg of Heidenheim,   .
14. Liudger,  .
15. Rudolph of Fulda, 
16. Lupus of Ferrières,  .
17. Candidus Bruun,  (verse);   (prose).
18. Arbeo of Freising,  ;   . 
19.  Wood 2001, p. 157-158. See also Couser 2010; Diesenberger 2012.
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20. . On dating, see Wood 2001, p. 147-148.
21. .
22. , c. 15. Another of Boniface’s first episcopal foundations, the abortive bishopric of Büraburg (founded 
in 742 and demoted   746), was preceded by a monastic community, which may also have been established by 
Kilian or his followers; see Clay 2010.
23. .
24. Alcuin of York,  .
25.  Altfrid,  .
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26.  Lantfred of Winchester,  .
27.  Wulfstan Cantor,  ;   .
28. See .
29. .
30. Author B,  .
31. Abbo of Fleury,  .
32.  Byrhtferth included the   of Æthelred and Æthelberht in his  , which itself survives only 
in the historical compilation of the same name by Symeon of Durham (†  1129/1130).
33. Byrhtferth,  , éd. Lapidge, p. 49.
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34. See Allott 1974.
35. Aldhelm of Malmesbury,  .
36. Bede,  .
37. , ep. 33, p. 548-551.
38. Ælfric of Eynsham, .
39.  See Garrison 1999.
40.  Munich, Staatsbibliothek, Lat. 8112 (Mainz, s. viii/ix); Karlsruhe, Badische Landesbibliotheck, Rastatt 22 
(Mainz, s. ix med.); Vienna, Nationalbibliothek, Lat. 751 (Mainz, s. ix med.).
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41. Boniface,  , 40, éd. Tangl, p. 65; trans. Emerton, ep. XXX, p. 45-46.
42. Boniface,  , 86, éd. Tangl, p. 193; trans. Emerton, ep. LXX, p. 136-137.
43.  Holdsworth 1980, p. 60, notes that the executive offices outlined by Boniface in his letter to Fritzlar diverge 
from the   of St Benedict on certain points.
44. Boniface, , 56, éd. Tangl, p. 101; for the acts of the 742 and 743 councils, see , 
éd. Werminghof, p. 2-4.
45. Boniface,  , 91, éd. Tangl, p. 208; trans. Emerton, ep. LXXV, p. 147.
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46. Boniface,   128, éd. Tangl, p. 266: 

.
47. Boniface,  , 128, éd. Tangl, p. 110.
48.  For the  , see  , 33, ed. Dümmler, p. 548-551. See also Semmler 1958 
and Becht-Jördens 1992.
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         Concilium Germanicum      

49. Bede,  , esp. cc. 11-14.
50. Boniface,  , 75 and 78, éd. Tangl, p. 156-158, 161-170.
51.  The acts of the council are preserved in Bede,  , IV, 5. For further discussion of Anglo-Saxon 
church councils, see Keynes 1986; Cubitt 1995.
52. Bede,  , IV. 17.
53. .
54.  Würzburg and Eichstätt endured, but Büraburg and Erfurt were demoted and incorporated into the see 
of Mainz   746.
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55. Boniface,  , 56; also   dans éd. Werminghof, p. 1-4.
56. Boniface,  , 56, éd. Tangl, p. 101; trans. Emerton, ep. XLIV, p. 71.
57. Boniface,  56; éd. Tangl, p. 101; see also  dans , 
éd.  Werminghof, p. 5-7.
58.  See Wormald 1976, p. 145; Holdsworth 1980, p. 51; McKitterick 1983, p. 110; Dunn 2000, p. 192-194; 
Foot 2006, p. 50; Yorke 2006, p. 169.
59.  The point has been often noted: see Levison 1946, p. 86; Cubitt 1995, p. 102-110; Blair 2006, p. 112; Foot 
2006, p. 58, n. 105.
60.  See in particular Cubitt 1992; Cubitt 1995, p. 99-113.
61.  Blair 2006, p. 113.
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62.  p. 113-117, expresses scepticism that Anglo-Saxon bishops were able to exercise as much authority 
as they clearly desired; Sims-Williams 1990, esp. p. 139-140, and Cubitt 1995, p. 99-113, are more optimistic 
in this respect.
63.  For a broad discussion, see Levison 1946, p. 94-131; Semmler 1965; McKitterick 1983, p. 110-117; 
 McKitterick 2008, p. 306-315.
64. For the reform councils of 813, see  , éd. Werminghof, p. 245-306.
65.  Semmler 1994; see also Diem forthcoming. I am grateful to Albrecht Diem for access to his unpublished 
article.
66.  McKitterick 1983, p. 285;  , ed. Symons, p. xlix-l.
67. , ed. Symons; this edition also includes a useful discussion by Symons of the text and 
its background.
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69. .
70. Bede,  .
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74. Adalbert of Magdeburg,  .
75. Regino of Prüm,  , éd. Kurze, p. 138.
76. Adalbert of Magdeburg,  , éd. Kurze, p. 155.
77. , éd. Bately, p. 34
78. , éd. Pertz, p. 39.
79.  Nelson 1996, p. 146.
80.  Holdsworth 1980, p. 61-62.
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81. , ed. Symons, p. xlix; Levison 1946, p. 104-106.
82.  Diem forthcoming.
83. , III, 32 (trans. Symons, p. 30).
84. , IV, 37.




