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REAL HYPERSURFACES IN KAHLER MANIFOLDS*

WILHELM KLINGENBERGT

0. Introduction. The present work is concerned with the geometry of embedded
real hypersurfaces in a Kdhler manifold, where isomorphisms are both holomorphic
and isometric in the underlying Riemannian structure. Here we introduce their local
invariants and compatibility relations, solve the local realization problem, and give a
characterization of the metric sphere in C™ via a maximum principle for an adapted
Laplace operator. A more detailed description follows.

a) In 1.3 we define a doubly covariant tensor ¢ on the complexified tangent bundle
of the hypersurface N. It describes the curvature of the maximal complex subbundle
HN of TN in the ambient manifold with regard to the Kahler metric . One part of £ is
the well-known Levi form of the hypersurface with respect to a one-form of norm one
that annihilates the “horizontal” tangent bundle HN. The form ¢ may be expressed
in terms of the second fundamental form of the hypersurface in an appropriate frame
of the underlying Riemannian manifold, see 1.4.

b) In 2 we derive differential compatibility conditions of covariant derivatives of
£. In 2.3, 2.4 and 2.5 we employ a connection on the horizontal bundle that is the
projection of the Levi-Civita connection of the ambient manifold. It is a one-form on
the hypersurface with values in the Lie algebra of the unitary group of the horizontal
subbundle and we give its structure equations.

¢) In 3.2 we solve the local existence problem as follows. The data are a CR-
manifold U with a metric on TU that is hermitian on HU and a real function r that
prescribes the ambient curvature of the curves in N that are orthogonal to HN. We
require that the composition of the defining form for HN with the complex struc-
ture is closed, the complex structure on the horizontal bundle is parallel with respect
to the associated Levi-Civita connection, and that an associated unitary connection
has vanishing curvature. The latter corresponds to Gauss and Codazzi compatibility
conditions. The conclusion is that there exists a local isometric C R-embedding of U
into C™. In 3.4 we embed nondegenerate C'R manifolds U together with a prescribed
hermitian metric on HU rather than on TU as in 3.2. In exchange we prescribe
additional data, namely mixed horizontal and vertical coefficients of £. In this case,
there is an embedding under analogous requirements as before. This result has fea-
tures of both the classical hypersurface existence theorem in Riemannian geometry
and of Kuranishi’s CR embedding [Ku]. Namely we require compatibility conditions
involving metric and complex structure, and the non-degeneracy of the Levi-form.

d) In 4 we give commutator identities for the operation of the Laplace operator
of HN on {. In the Riemannian case these are referred to as Simons identity, see [S]
and [CdCK].

e) As an application we give in 5 the following

THEOREM 5.2. Let N be a compact strictly pseudoconvex hypersurface of C™.
Assume that the horizontal mean curvature of N is constant, and H“ON is parallel
in THOC™. Then N is a metric sphere.
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The first assumption relates only to the C'R structure, the other assumptions are
that the trace of the second fundamental form on HN is constant, that the curves on
N orthogonal to HN are geodesics of N, and that the symmetric part of £ vanishes on
the horizontal bundle. This result is an analogue of Alexandrov’s theorem on compact
convex hypersurfaces in R™: if such have constant mean curvature, then they must
be metric spheres. Our result does not follow from this since we do not make any
assumption on the purely vertical coefficient of £. This coefficient describes the curva-
ture in the ambient manifold of the vertical integral curves. Therefore our assumption
neither implies that the full mean curvature of the hypersurface is constant nor that it
convex. Of course we use the ambient complex strucure, therefore our result does not
imply the one in R™. Also, by the existence result of 3.2, our assumptions locally ad-
mit other surfaces than subsets of metric spheres. In this sense, this is a global result.
It is an application of our first Simons-type identity in 4.2 and the strong maximum
principle for the horizontal Laplace operator on strictly pseudoconvex hypersurfaces.
The remaining identities of 4.2 are recorded here for completeness and application
in [HK]. The maximum principle along horizontal curves for the horizontal Laplace
operator was used in [A] to study a heat flow for contact structures.

The paper [CM] gives a local normal form for real analytic hypersurfaces in com-
plex manifolds and [B] and [YK] present some material on real submanifolds of any
codimension of Kéhler manifolds. In [O], geometric properties of real hypersurfaces
of complex projective space are studied. In [J1] and [J2] one finds an introduction
to C'R-structures. The lectures of Fefferman, [BFG], give an extensive review of the
relation of function theory of a domain to CR geometry of the boundary and the
analogy with Riemannian geometry. Webster defines in [W] a connection on non-
degenerate C' R manifolds with a distinguished one form that defines the horizontal
bundle. It is characterized by the requirement that the Levi form is parallel. The
resulting intrinsic curvature is different from the curvature that we have, as we use
the Levi-Civita connection of the induced Kéhler metric.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. The results presented here are part of the author’s Ha-
bilitationsschrift at the Universitdt Tibingen, [K]. The author is grateful to Professor
G. Huisken for advice, to Professors S.S. Chern and J.K. Moser for introducing him to
this subject, and to Mrs. S. Schmidt for her scrupulous typesetting of the manuscript.

1.1. Structure Equations. On a Kéhler manifold M with complex structure
M J and metric ™ h we denote by T1OM and T%'M the subbundle of C ® TM whose
fibres consist of the eigenspaces for +i and —i of the C-linear extension of .J
to C ® TM. By the Kéhler property, the Levi-Civita connection ¥V of C @ TM
preserves THM and T%!'M. On the principal U(n,C)-bundle of unitary frames of
TYOM, n = dimc M, we have the C"-valued canonical form 6, and the u(n)-valued
connection and curvature forms Mw, MQ. For a unitary frame {ex}}_, of TOM
one has for 07 = M¢J, wl = Myl € A(C®TM), Q, = MQJ € A*(C ® TM),
7,k =1,...,n, the structure equations

97 = —w] A6
dw] = —w! AW + Q7

Recall that

El|

and analogous equations in T%1M for the conjugates ez, 67, w

wi(e,n) =0I(MV, e;) for r =1,..,n,1,..,n. By unitarity,
k

J— _ )k
wy, = —Wwj
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J k
Q= —Q;.
Let now
F:N—-M

be an immersion of a real hypersurface. The above structure equations hold for the
pull-back frames {F*ej}7_, {F*0¥}7_,, connection (F" MV) )(.) : T(C® TN) x
I'(C® F*TM) — T(C ® F*TM), F*Mw, and curvature F*MQ of F*T%°M, and
exterior differentiation d on N. In the sequel we will denote these pull-back objects
by {ex}n_, {0F}7_,, MV, Mw, MQ respectively, and we write w = Mw for economy
of notation.

1.2. Adapted Frames. Since N is odd dimensional, TN does not inherit a
complex structure from F*TM. We denote by HN < TN the maximal ™ J-invariant
subbundle of i : TN — F*TM:

HN :=TNn MJTN,

called the holomorphic or horizontal tangent bundle of N. Let H'°N, H®!'N be the
(&i)-eigenspaces of (C® HN,H J =M J|HN), then H''N = F*T*°M NC® TN.
For an analysis of the curvature of N with regard to the Kéhler metric we consider a
unitary frame {ey}?_,; of F*TH0M which is adapted to TN in the following way:

span {e,}'_} = H"°N

%(en +en)}'Zl =C®TN.
Then {¢* = J5(0"+0%),£"TF = =L(0* —0%)};_, is the dual frame of {Xy, X,41} and
ker €27 = TN, ker &" = HN @ RX5,. Finally we introduce a frame {f,} of C @ TN
by setting fe = e¢, fn = 3(e, + €5) with its dual frame {p%}, ¢® = 65, " = (6" +
0™). Here and later we adopt the following convention for the ranges of the indices:
jyk,p,q € {1,...,n} for frames of F*T*OM a,b,c€ {1,...,n—1,1,...,n—1,n} on
C®TN,¢&nef{l,....n—1,1,....n—1} on C® HN, and «, 3,7, € {1,....,n — 1}
on H'ON.

span {eq, €a,

1.3. Second Fundamental Form in Kiahler Geometry. Let e; be adapted to
iy : TN — F*TM as above. Since C® T'N=ker(§* — ") is involutive in C® F*TM,

ind(0" —0™") = 0.
On the other hand, we compute, recalling 1.1,
iNd(0" —0) =i (—wI A+ WEAOY — W AOT Wl AOT)
=Wl (fe)p® Ag® +wit(fa)e® A" — Wi (o)™ A" —wl(fa)p™ A"
+" A (Wi (fe)® +win(f)@™)
= (Wi(fa) +wi(fa)) ™ A ” + Wi (f5)™ A ? — wn(fs) ™ A"

+(walfa) +wi(fa))e® A @™ = (W (fn) + wi(fa))e™ A @™

This implies

(1) wi(fp) —wp(fa) =0
(2) WZ(f')+wE(fa)=0
(3) wz(fn)_wZ(fa)ZO
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This gives, also using i36" = 1¢",
iNdO™ = i (08 AW}
— W6 AP+ S (f)" A
= W) AP+ Wl () A" %mv‘j A
We define the coefficients of a doubly covariant tensor £ on C ® T'N as follows.

V2

T

4
14

Wi (fa)

~
Qi
@
I
@

e}

é@n =

QI

n
This gives
i

dp™ = iv/2lo 50" A 7 + ﬁ(fm@” — Ly ) A"

The restriction of dp™ to H'°N @ H%'N is the Levi-form of the real hypersurface
F(N) for the choice ¢™ of a defining one-form for HN. By (1), (2), (3) we have

bog = Llpa
gag = Ega
lon = lna
_na —0.
Cop = L.

We summarize: To a real hypersurface we associate a quadratic form (={{;,} on
C® TN which decomposes into a hermitian form (the Levi form) {{,5} on H**N &
HYIN and a symmetric form {€a5} on H"°N @ H'ON and a real form {€na = an}
on CQTN. Namely {€ns} is real on TN — C®TN. Recall that N is called strictly
pseudoconvex if {/, 3} is positive definite.

1.4. Relation of ¢/ to the Riemannian second fundamental form. We
will express the Kéahlerian second fundamental form ¢ as defined above relative to
the adapted U(n,C)-frame {ex} of F*T'°M in terms of the Riemannian second
fundamental form —k with respect to the 0(2n)-frame { Xy, Xp4x} of F*TM. The
latter is defined by

ko =" MVx. Xy), s,t=1,...,2n—1.
Using £2"([Xs, X¢]) = 0 and £"(X,) = —¢2"(JX,), one computes

EQB = kag + kn+a,n+ﬁ + i(ka,n+ﬂ - kn+a,5)
lop = kag — kntants — i(kn+a,/3 + komH-ﬁ)
KnB = k‘nﬁ + ikanrﬁ
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2.1. Gauss Equations for (T N,V V) — (TM,M V). Associated to the orthog-
onal projection

v :CQF*'TM — C® TN,

TN (v) = 95 (v)ee+ 5 (6" +6")(v)(en +er), we have the connection NV = 7wy oM V()
IN(C®TN)xI'(C®TN) — I'(C ® TN) with connection form Yw. Relative to
the frame {f,}, its coeflicients are given by Nw% = ng, Non() = " (Vi fa) =

"MV fa) = 0"+ (MY () fo) = MMV () fa) = Mwg, Nwg = Mwf, Nui() =
"NV fn) = 5 e*MViyen +e) = 3 Mwi(), Ywd = L Mwd Vol = 0. The
structure equations of C ® TN then read
dp? + Nwi np® =0
dNwl + ng/\ Npb = NoJg,
Comparing these with the structure equations of F*TM with connection w = Mw

from 1.1 gives the Gauss equations for TN — F*TM:
MQ — NQ)% =d(wj — ng) +wy Awp — N2 A ng

o« n N, « N, n
—wn/\wﬂ— wy A Twg

1

—zfaagﬁb@a A @b
(MQ—NQ)g:d(wg ng)—i—w Awp — ng/\ng
wy, Awpy

1
= *Zgnagﬂb@a A (pb.

2.2. Codazzi Equations for (TN, ¥V). The coefficients of the covariant
derivative of ¢ with respect to V'V, namely ¢V QA jab, satisfy

jab -
dfja = %bwb + fpa wa + fjb N(,UZ.
Note that V¥ V/ is a triply covariant tensor on C ® TN. Then we compute

dw? =

b
J f
éa A +—€a
\fgbsﬁ ©* ﬁb

(dlja N " + Ljqdp®)
Nw?/\cp“.
This gives for j = a and j =n
dwn = N <pb/\<p“—|—1w Awy +wg Awy
« f aab 9 o

Wit =N o0 A"+ wy Awy.

Now by the structure equations of F*TM from 1.1,

€]abg0 Al = 23/2%@@1)90 A +Z\[Mﬂn
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These are Codazzi equations for F': N — M.

2.3. Gauss Equations for (HN, V) — (TM," V). The orthogonal pro-
jection 7 : C® F*TM — C® HN, 7y (v) = 0%(v)eg, gives rise to the connection

HY =70 MV: T(CRTN) xT(C® HN) — I'(C® HN) with connection form #w.

Relative to the frame {ey}, ng = ng, Hyn = Hyo = (). The structure equations

(6%
of C® HN read
de® + Twf Nt = (Twp — V) Aot
=—Nup At
i
= —Wfaaspa A Sﬁn
deg‘ + wa;‘ A ng = HQ%‘
From the first equation we read off that ¥V has torsion. As above, we derive the
Gauss equations for HN — F*TM:
M- Q)5 = d(ws — Tw§) +winwh— Tl A Tl
=wp Awj
1
= *igﬂagabﬁpa AN ng.

2.4. Codazzi Equations for (HN, V). The coefficients of the covariant

derivative £f1, = ("V0)jqp of £ on (HN, HV) satisfy

dlja = 0" + Cpa Hw'? + L Tl

Here {Eafn} is a triply covariant tensor on C ® HN, and {Engn} {¢f.,}, etc. are of
corresponding lower covariance on C ® HN. We define

=Ll 03 = Lozl 5ls0

and compute as in 2.2:

1 7
dw} = Tdfja At + ﬁfjadgo“

= f(éjab(p +4 pa pr + EJb m 2) A (pa
i o1 ;
+—=Liy(° AW} + 0 Aw] + =" Aw])

i

V2 V2! ° 2

) . 5 1 ~ n
+ﬁ£i"<“/§£75¢7 A gOé + T(Kn'y(ﬁ’y - gn"yﬁaﬂy) A ™)

1
590" Awy) +

? a n
= \/iéjabga Ap® 4+ H /\ wy + ~ (62 f?a)go N
_ 1 _ "
—Linkl 507 A o + iﬂjn(fnrycpv — Loy @) N ™.
This, again using the structure equations of F*T M, gives
g]ab(p A 90 = z\fw N ( w — W ) 23/2 (€2 Eij)wa A (pn

i v n . 5 . n
+E€jn(£nwﬂ — Loy @) A Q" + iV 2l 507 N +iV207.
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We evaluate the first expression on the right-hand side for j = a and j = n:
i
wa A(HwP —wP) = fﬁnafabgoa A @b

Z\[w /\( 7wp) \[Ebago /\90

2.5. Commutator relations for the second covariant derivatives of ¢ on
(HN,2 V). The coefficients of the second covariant derivative of ¢ on (HN,? V),

namely (7V? £)jabe = €Jabc satisfy

H H H p H H c H H
dgj ‘ejabcgp +‘€pab gjcb gjac wb'

Then we compute
ddlje = d(o, 0" + lpa MW} + e Twp)

(gjabc(p + gzl){lb " I) + Eﬁb a Wq + gj}{zc Hwb) A <pb

1 o1 .
+eH (o /\wg+5<p"/\w7)+£ﬁ7(ga Awd+ o™ Awp)

2
_ i B
HO (V20507 N @° + —= (LY — Las?) A ™)

V2
(gpabéﬁ +4ga HWZ + lpe ng) A f —Lpa pr A Hw? JF Cpa HQ?
—|—(€jcbg0 + lpe pr + 4 lec’) A Hwb - ch wp A wa + e HQZ

g]abc@ A 90 + 23/2 (65’76_%7 g’Yfeﬁzw)(pn A QOE

+ﬁ£jan (bar " = LayT) A ™ + V20 0 507 A
050 (FQ0 — MQ0) + ;e (TQ5 — MQF) + Loq MO + 45 MO

Note that ddl;, = 0. This gives for (ja) = (o, B), (o, 8), (n, 8), (n,n) the following
commutator relations.

c i n i o n
Clne” Ny° = W(%sfi{m —Lexli3 )0 A"+ nggn(fmw —lnsp7) N

+iv2e 0567 N +1(€§5€ab + 02 05) 0" AP
+ew MOS + 0,5 MO
lapned” N° = o3 /2 (brelllsy — Leytlls )o® A" + —= \f O (b @ — Ly @) A O™
Jrzféaﬁn B LN (626£ab+£m£5b)<p NP +Ls5 MO8 +Las MO
N =3 /2 (Lyelhls — Leslils )o® N @™ + 7%" (b — Lusp?) A ™
—H\ffnﬁn 45T A o + 2€m€b5g0“ A+ by MQ;z
Ul N@* = 355 (Crelihs — lesllin, ) A" + 7&% (bny@” = bz @) A"

+ivV20E 050" NP
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3.1. A model bundle for the embedding problem. Let (HU, #.J) be a CR
structure on an oriented manifold U of real dimension 2n — 1, and YA a metric on TU
which is hermitian on (HU,® J). In this section we construct an associated bundle
EU over U with fibre R?” and endowed with a complex structure #.J and metric #h.
For this purpose let the real line bundle RU — TU be the orthogonal complement of
HU — (TU,Y h).

We define

EU :=TU @ RU = HU ® RU ® RU

‘e (] )

Ep|TU := Yh, h is hermitian on (EU, ¥.J).

By,

Now choose dual unitary frames {e;,}7, {6%}} of EVCU, (EY°U)* which are adapted
to

iy : TU — EU,

namely such that f, :=ije, € HYOU, f, = %i*U(en +epn) € TU are compatible with
the orientation of TU. Let {¢®} be the dual frama of {f,}.

3.2. Fundamental Existence Theorem for Real Hypersurfaces in Kéhler
Manifolds. We require the following data.
a) (HU, HJ) is a CR structure on a real oriented (2n — 1)-manifold U
b) Yh is a metric on TU which is hermitian on (HU, #.J)
¢) r: U — R a function, v € U(n).
Using the notation of 3.1 and letting YV denote the Levi-Civita connection of
(TUY h), we now define a u(n)-valued connection Fw on C ® EU:

Fug = ("V(1 fs)
Ewg = @"(UV(.)fg)
Bul =" UV, fy)e7 — 0" (YV5, f5)@7 +ireg"

fors,t=1,...,n,1,...,7;p,gq=1,...,n. We also define the differential dg by

dig = (e - 9)6°

for a function g on U and in a compatible way for forms on C ® HU. Note that in
general d%; # 0.

THEOREM 3.2. Let (HU, #.J, Yh,r,v) be given as above and assume

dp(e™o 7y =0
Ay Hr=0

dPul + Fwl A Full = 0.
Then for every u € U thre exists a neighborhood U, of u and a unique

F:U,—-C"
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with
Frrtocr = ENOU,
F*%h = Fp
F*C*y, _ B,
(F*v)(u) = id.

REMARKS. a) Since iy : TU — EU is involutive, we have ¢;,d(6™ — ™) = 0, and

by (0™ — ™) = —i(6™ + ™) o £J, the first assumption is an intrinsic version of the
involutivity.
b) The second condition is equivalent to 7 w% =0,H wg‘ =0.

¢) By the first conclusion and since C ® TU N EYOU = HYOU, F is a CR-
embedding. In addition by the second, F'* preserves adapted unitary frames. There-
fore by the third and the definition of ©w, we have

\[En
\[En

0 - i n(fa) = Var

7

(fb) = _i\/ipn(vabfa)

gab

(fw) = z\fgp (vanf'y)

Uy =

3.3. Proof of the Existence Theorem. We prove Theorem 3.1 in two steps.

First we establish the existence of functions e; : U — T10C", j = 1,...,n, with the
property

dej —wf e, =0
where wl := Ew{; is defined as in 3.2. The functions {e;} are represented by their

graph G C U x c. IzJet w1, T2 denote the projections to the first and second2 factors
of the product U X C™ and z; € C™", k =1,...,n be coordinate vectors of C* . Then
TG CTU @ TC™ is characterized by

d(zx, o ma) Zzpom 7rlw =0
for k=1,...,n. Let I be the ideal of differential forms on U x cv generated by the

left hand sides above and their exterior derivatives. We drop the m; and differentiate:

d(z — zpwh) = dzp ANwh + 2z - dwl,
= (dzp — 2pwl) AW},
= 0 mod I.

Threfore, ker(z; — zpw}) is an integrable distribution by Frobenius’ Theorem, and
there exists

e:U, —C", e(p) =v
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on a neighborhood U,, C U of w. ,
We claim that the image of e is contained in U(n) C C™; let (-,-) denote the
standard hermitian product of C™:

d(ej, ex) = (dej, e) + (ej, dey,)

Pep, er) + (e, whep)

= (Wt

= W;)(epa ex) + wg(ejv €p)

= wi(ep, ex) — w’;(ej, €p)-
Define e;i(t) = (ej,ex)(y(t)) for a real curve in U through w : (0) = w. then
e;x(0) = 01 and ej, = 05 solves the ODE
€k = wfepk — w]’,fejp.

Therefore e, = d;;, which proves the claim.
The second part of the proof consists of constructing F : U, — C" with

AF(fe) = ec,  dF(f) = 5(en +en).

Again this map is represented by its graph in U x C", and its tangent distribution
satisfies

1
d(z0m2) — (ecom) - mf 0 o° — o
Here, z is the coordinate vector of C™. The exterior derivative is computed as follows.
Weset V=YV, w= Fu.

en +er)om -mip" =0.

1 n a 1 E n
dlesy® + 5 (en + €n)@") = wg Aipter — ecp® (V5 fo)" A" + S (wnen +wheg) Ay

1
—5(en+en)e" (Vs o) A @

=wWIAQT en Wl AT en — @ (Vi fn) " A @"eg

1 n n 1 —n n n
EECRARY (en —e€n) — §(W5€5 +wies) N
1
= g(en e (Vi fo)o" A,
Note that ¢*(Vy, f,) = _%@"(Vfafg’% here we set 7 = n. Then by definition of
w= Fuin 3.2 we continue

1 1
dlesp® + 5 (en +ea)e™) = [" (Vi [)e" A7 + 5 (0" (Vi f)e"
7 1
—P" (Vi )T A" = 5" (Vs fo)p™ A ¢’len

" (Vi fy) e AT — }(@n(vfnfv)@v

2
, 1
—¢" (V5 )T A" = 59" (Vi fo) ™ A ¢’len
1 _
= —;P"(Vfgfv + Vi f5)¢" A’ (en — er)

Z' —
= isﬁn(HJ(Vfgfw =V f5)e" A ¢ (en — en)
=0.
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The last equation follows from the first assumption of the Fundamental Existence
Theorem 3.2. We therefore conclude again by Frobenius’ Theorem that F' : U, — C"
exists as above and satisfies the conclusions of the Theorem by construction.

3.4. Existence Theorem for nondegenerate CR manifolds. Here we pre-
scribe a different set of data from 3.2. Namely we assume, using the notation of
3.1:

a) (HU,® J) is a nondegenerate oriented CR-manifold.

bl) 7 is a one-form on TU with kerr=HN and compatible with the orientation

of U,and s : U — Rt

b2) #h is a hermitian metric on (HN,H J)

b3) {ro}:U — C"!

c)r:U—-R,veUn,C).

PROPOSITION 3.3. Let (HU,® JH h, 7 s,7,) be as in a)-b3) and {f,} as in 3.1.
Then there exists a unique vector field X € T'(TU) with
i) 7(X)=s
ii) h(VxX, fo) = 7o for the metric h on TU with h|H = Th, h(X,X) = 1,
X 1H, and V its Levi-Civita connection.

Proof. Let {fa,t} be dual to {¢“, 7} and make the ansatz X = a,f, + st. Then
by [KN I, p. 160] and the integrability of the CR structure,

h(vxxa fa) = 2h<[f5t7X]’X)
= 20([fa, ay fy + a5 f5 + st], X)
= 2a5(([fa, £3]) + 25C([fa, 1]) + 2571 (fa - 5).

Here, ¢ = h(-, X) and one has ¢ = s~17. Therefore,

h(VxX, fo) = 25_1a77'([f,1, ) +27([fa,t]) + 23_1(fo7 - 8).

Since (HN,H J) < TN is a nondegenerate C'R manifold, its Levi-form 7[f, f,] is
invertible, and the above equation can be solved uniquely for a.,. Then, since ay = @,
the vector field X is uniquely determined. O

Let ¢" := (, fn := X,Yh := h and recall the notation of 3.1. Now defining

Pug =" (V(yfa), Pwi = 0" (Vi fa) et + 7 5m89" Pwp i= 5 (ry@7 —ra?) +irg",
we have the following

COROLLARY 3.4. Let (HUY JH h,7 8,74,7,v) be as in a)-c). Then the state-
ment of Theorem 3.2 holds for Pw as defined above.

Proof. By Proposition 3.3, the above definition of #w matches the one in 3.2.
Therefore we may apply Theorem 3.2. O

4.0. Laplace Operator on (T'N, Nh). Setting f, = fa, the Laplace operator
on a tensor 7' on C® T'N is given by
NAT := tracern (NV2T).

Note that for an immersion F': N>"~! — M, NAF = MV%VJ%F — MVNkaffCF +
complex conjugate = MVy, fi — NV fi + c.c. = LNXy,, where LY = 3¢, ;.
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The latter equals the trace of the Riemannian second fundamental form oriented
in such a way that LY X5, points out of a convex hypersurface. Let now

G gy = T2 hajkis + kntajkjnes +i(kajkints — kgikjn+a)-

Note the analogy with £,5 as given in 1.4. For the other coefficients (pa), E(Qpa) is
defined analogously in the pattern of 1.4. The is easy to verify the following

1
é?pa) == 5617'7,@77@ + Epnfna.

We also define [(|? := X271 k2 . Now the Simons commutator identity in C", see
[CACK] reads

NAlpy —2(NV2LN) o = LN — 10 lpa.

(pa)

4.1. Laplace Operator on (HN, fh). We define a weakly elliptic second order
differential operator

HAT := tracepn(FV2T).

for a tensor T" as above. It gives a tensor Y AT on C® HN of the same type. We also
define the trace of the Levi form,

L:= Zéaa,

which may be viewed as a horizontal mean curvature of N. For F': N — M, we have
H _ MgoM M
AF ="V Vi F— Vvagng

= vasfé - vagfé
= 9"(Mvea eq +M Ves€a)en + Hﬁ(MVeaea +M Vea€a)en
7 7

:7&1& n =
V2 T

= LXo,.

loaen

4.2. Commutator identities for “Af¢ in Euclidean Space. For a real
hypersurface F' : N — C" we compute the following commutator relations for 7 A¢.
We use the Codazzi and second-order relations from 2.4 and 2.5. Note that since
M = C" here, MQ = 0.

H
Alyg — 20,505
= Llapyy — lapiy + 2(lagy = lagp)y + 2(lagpy = Lagap) + 2(lary = brqa)p
) 1
= iV2Llag, + 5 (€ bas + Loy lyg — G oy — Cslyp)
+Z\/§(€n680@ - é"’ygaﬁ)’}/
53/2 2 2 2 2
—i2%20, 5lasn + (Bbay + CgL — Gslos — laylog)
+iV2(laslyn — Llya) g
= Z\/i[LgaBn + fa;/ (gnB'y - é’y@n) + Eaﬁg"/ﬁn + gnﬁ (EQ’V’Y - E’Y“_/a) + gnBLa
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_eaﬁ(gn"w —ly3n) — éaﬁLn - En"ygaﬁfy - %vﬁfﬁm + én'y(gafyﬁ - eaﬁfy)

Flnylopy

_Léaﬁn] +
- i\/i[gnveaﬁfy

~LogLln] = lay(— Enn£7ﬂ+ (EQ

+ ga’?f (g'ynB - Z’an) + Ea’?g’yﬁn

— EnaLﬁ_ — L(ﬂomg

oL —Logla, + 65, — (42 Ui+ Larl2p)

ay Ty

_ én:yfag,y + 2(50,75,an — f,ygfarm) + gnBLa —Yna
K%y)) + Enﬁ_ (eofygvn

L, ( —lpn L + 5 (62 - 5277)) + lny (znﬁgaﬁ - gnﬁecﬁ)

Hlan(banl + 5B~ £5) = Lltunbug + 3 (G — E)

+H25L — L5l + 65,

= iV/2[ly 0
1
2

aBy

(62 vbi5 + éo‘7€25)

- Eaﬁn)

L

—lna L)

— énﬁgaﬁw + 2(5017@75” — fvfga:m) + énBLa — EnaLﬁ — fagLn]

eaﬁ(ﬁ + 2, +20,) + L(é +02,+

+65 — (132 U5+ Larl2p).

™y

" &lap — 20508

=lapyy — éuﬁw
= iV2Ll o +
+i\/§(£nﬁ€a:y

+2(lapy — Lasp)y + 2(Lavpy
(62 2 oy + Lol — 2oy — 12

sl + 2anlss)s

= lasnp) + 2(lazy

2lnat,p3)

agﬁ’Y)

"M%A’/fav + Kiﬁew - f%fa,@ - givgﬁi + i\/i(gaﬁewn —lnalys)p

= iV2[Llagn + Lns(lasy — Losa) + ngLa  + Las(Lony
_gnﬁéaﬁv —Lap (En"w - g'fm) - eaﬁLn + 2lan (Zﬁ‘w

+2£ﬁ‘y (Ean'y
+lny (lass

—Lan) + 205Lsan + Loy (byng

lag) + L Lo — enaLﬂ L(
+£iﬁL - Eaﬁﬂ + éﬁ'\/ea’Y gﬁﬁgiw (€3ﬁ + €3a) -

- evﬁn) + ga"yévﬁn

- ewa)ﬁ

—€gyn) + Lazlypn
—Llosp) + 2banLp

Zoz’nﬁ éaﬁn) Leaﬁn]

(z +Cg+ 2 Lsy)

= V2l bagy — builagy + 2lazlypn + aylyan) + fnﬁL + lnalp — LapLn]
~[lns(larlon = bnal) + Loy (banlisy = 2nplny + 5 (523 (3,))
Lo (=Ll + %(f% —02.)) + 2an(Caylyn — lnpL)
+2055 (Lnnlay — 2lnalny + %(62 —2.)
oy (bnnlys = 2lnylns + 5 (ﬁm 35))
oy (bnslas — lnplos — 2lantss) — L(lnnlas —

2polnp + = (62

—lop)]

+02 5L — Lapls + (3 loy — Lala, + ((3 5+ 05) — 5(emew + 2 ,05,)

= i\/i[emgalﬁ

— lnzlagy + 2(Laslygn + fmfmn) +lnaLs + npLa

- gaﬁLn}

13
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1 1
—igaﬁ(éi7 + 220 )+ iL(Eiﬁ + 020+ 2nalng)

1 1
_2£nn(£iﬂ + £2a) + 4(£<21n£nﬁ + Eome%n) + 5(63&[3 + E%a) - 5(%75%5 + g%agﬁv)-

T Alpg = 2y5mp
= gnﬁ’y"v - enﬂ'ﬁ + 2(6115? - gnﬂ?ﬂ)w + 2(€n'7/3'v - en"wﬁ) + Q(Kn”w - g’y"m)ﬁ
) 1 )
= iV2Llngn + 5 (€3 — Gulsy) + V2G5 = Ey + 2nnlss)s
, 1
Hnplys = bolos + V2= Lbnn + (65— 3,))s
= iV2[Llngn + ls5(Lopy — Lsyp) + Lsslsyp + Log(Ussy — Lons) + Los s
—Lg5(Lssy — Lyss) — LasLs — Ls5(Lgsy — Lhsp) — Loxlyss
+2€ﬁ“’y (énnv - gnvn) + 2Up5tnyn + 260y (éﬁ“’w - ewﬁﬁ) + 2lnn L
1
—&mL,g — L(fnng — fnﬁn) — Lfnﬁn + i(giﬁ — fzw)g}
1
+§(£3n - Z%n£57> + eglﬁL - gi’Ygﬁ’S’

: 1
= iV2(20350nyn + lanLs + LasLs — Lg5Ls + 5 (Gislors — Larl555)]
~[€55(Unplsy — luylsp) + sp(€5, — Llys — 265)

L5 (Ls5loyn — tnolys) = Lo5(lnylps — £y5ln)
3
+2£5’7(§(€gm —£2.) = Lunlny) + 2l (La5lyn — LogL)
3 1
_L<§(£%n - E’I?Lﬂ) - gnngnﬁ)] + §(£3n - g%n£5’7> + EZ,BL - gi'ygﬁTY

: 1
= iV2(2035nyn + lanLs + LasLs — Lg5Ls + 5 (Gislors — Lyalssg)]

1
—lnp(655 +05,) + SLUng + o + 2Unplan)

1 -

ANl — 20 5mn

= lnnyy — bunyy + 2(bnng — lngn)y + 2(lnsny — lnsyn) + 2(bnsny — Lyan)n
. . 3

= V2Ll + z\@(i(ﬁm —025) + lonlny)y

. 1
_Z\/ﬁgn’?ﬂ&’w + ﬁ(ﬂygﬁﬂ:ﬂ - gfhznﬁg) + E?Lng"f)’ - K%WENTY

. 1
+Z\/§(_€nnL + 5(6%'7 - Ezy’y))n

. 3 3
= iV2[Llynn + ieig(zém —Lsym) + 5laslorn
3 3

3 3
5 sy = Lyys) + 5lnsls — 5 lns(Eovy — Lyme) = 5lnsLs

3 3
7565’7 (gng'y - eﬂygn) - 565767377, + gnﬁgnn’}’ + lnn (6"’7’7 - g’)”?”) + lanLn
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1 1
_gn'y(én'_yn - Enn"y) - gn'ygnn'ﬁ/ + 5675(671'76 - e&?n) + §£75£5'_yn

1 1 1
_5657 (En"yg - ES"yn) - 56576&7'@ - ennLn - Lgnrm + E(E’QY:Y - ggyﬂ/)n}
+€31nL - éi'yg’fﬁ

, 3
= z\/i[fanmw — fnyfmﬁ + é(fmng — KngL(s) + &75675” — 675&7571}
3 2 1
—5lan (G + G+ 300) + Ll + (an)) + 665, + 5 (65 — £5455).

4.3. Computation of ZA(/2 ).
TA(,5085)
= 20 T Alyg + 405,355
= 4lgaLog + 2% [palnr oy — Loalnilopy + 20l a0 — L alasm)
05 Lo — €5, L5 — 551,
502, + 2 +200) + L(E5 + Lpal, + 203,
+20pal5, — (Chlsp + 05,02 5) + 44y 5, Lpay
= dlgaLog — 2202 L, + 2% (e, — £2,e5) - L
+iV2(lnyes — bnyes) - O + Moz loay + (L5 — (625)%) + Legal?, — 50

BBYY
+2(0pall, — 65) + 2(L6, — 3507 ).

5. Maximum principle and an application. An embedded curve in N is
called horizontal if its tangent is contained in HN < T'N. The Laplace operator 7 A
of (HN,H h) satisfies a strong maximum principle along horizontal curves of N. This
was proved earlier in [A] in three dimensions for contact manifolds and the arguments
apply in the case of a strictly pseudoconvex N.

THEOREM 5.1. Let #Ag > 0 for a smooth real function g on N and g < K on
N. If g(a) = K for some a € N, then gly = g(a) for all horizontal curves v of N
through a.

If the horizontal distribution HN in TN defines a contact structure on N, that
is if N inherits a nondegenerate C'R-structure, then the horizontal curves are also
called Legendre curves and by a well-known result, see [AG], they connect arbitrary
points on N. The above now immediately gives the following strong maximum prin-
ciple: Let N — (M, J,h) be a compact embedded real hypersurface that is strictly
pseudoconvex. If #Ag > 0 (or < 0) for a smooth real function g on N, then g is
constant.

THEOREM 5.2. Let F': N — C" be a compact, connected, strictly pseudoconvex
real hypersurface. Assume that the horizontal mean curvature L of N is constant and
that MV |(F*TY M x HYYN) c HYN. Then N is a metric sphere.

Proof. Let {e} be frame adapted to N < C™ as in 1.2. Then by the assumption
on the Levi-Civita connection, " (V. eq,) = 0, and therefore ¢, = 0. Now by 4.3
and since L = const, we have

(7 = iVt — tane)) - = (Bl — (E0)?)
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Since N is strictly pseudoconvex, we have £,5 > 0 for every «, and therefore the right
hand side is nonnegative. To see this choose a frame in which /5 is diagonal. Then

2
<Z éa(x) Z(fﬂB)B - (Z(éaaV) = %Zﬁaaﬁﬂg(%a - 555)2 > 0.
a af

Ié] o

The differential operator acting on £ satisfies the strong maximum principle, there-
fore (2, = const. This implies L€3, — (€2;)* = 0 and £33 = ¢; for all §. Next
consider

vea X2n =

=—3 (Lorer + Laker)
1

= —5tapes
1
= ——=C1€4-

2
Now on N C C™ we have, if z denotes the coordinate vector of C™,

2 2 1
e — n) = €a —\—3 «
Vea(z 4+ X )=e +Cl( 5)cie

This implies, since also V. (z + %XQH) = 0, and the curvature of C™ vanishes, that
on N

2
0=V _ —X
[eaaea](z + e 2”)

2

= Ver(eaead X, (2 + - Xan)

o LoaV 2 X

= “oa/atea x, (z+ a on)-
Therefore, since £,5 # 0, we conclude that (z+ %X%) vanishes identically on N, and
for any v € TN, v - |22 = 2Re(z,v) = —2%(X2n,v) = 0 which implies that |z|> = c3
on N. Therefore N is a metric sphere. O

REMARK. The assumption that HCN is parallel in (F*T*°M M V) is equivalent

to £ = 0 on the hypersurface. Since

3 (95T (en ea))er + 05 (Ve (en + ea))er)

= % (wﬁ(en)ek + Wé(en)ek)

VXan

1
9372 (Lrger — Leneg) s

we see that the condidtion /,,, = 0 implies that the integral curves of the vertical line
bundle are geodesics of N. This, together with the condition ¢,3 = 0, implies that the
second fundamental form for the underlying Riemannian metric, as related in 1.4, has
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the form A®l,7 S A. Here we refer to the real basis X1, ..., X5, 1, Xpn, Xnt1, ..., Xon—1
that corresponds to the frame e, as in 1.2 and in which /,5 is diagonal, and A
is the (n-1)x(n-1) matrix with the coefficients k.3 as in 1.4. The assumption of
strict pseudoconvexity says that A is positive definite, and constant horizontal mean
curvature says that the trace of A is constant in this setting. We have no assumption
on the real coefficient #,,,.

(A]
[AG]
[BFG]
Bl
(CM]
[HK]
[J1]
[J2]
K]
[KN]
(Ku]
(0]

(]
W]

[YK]
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