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Survey Sample Context Lab. No.  Conventional Calibrated 2 sigma
No. C-14 Age B.P. range B.C.

DS 228.1.2.130 Arch. charcoal Beta 117426 3890 + 80 B.C. 2575-2130

DS 66 Op 2/4 Arch. charcoal Beta 101067 4070 + 80 B.C. 2880-2440

DS 226.C.30.81 Arch. charcoal  Beta 117420 4270 +70 B.C. 3030-2630

Moshak layer b Charcoal in pa- Beta 78544 4350 + 60 B.C. 3095-2880
laeosol

DS 228.1.5.153 Arch. charcoal Beta 117427 4470+ 50 B.C. 3345-2925

DS 226C.33.105 Charcoalinpa- Beta 117422 4520 + 50 B.C. 3360-3035
laeosol

Pit 57 nr. Dhamar Organic horizon —— 4630 + 80 B.C. 3370
at 105-150cm

DS 226.C.18.103 Charcoal inpa- Beta 117421 4810+ 70 B.C. 3715-3375
laeosol

DS 297.1c Charcoal in pa- Beta 117428 5690 + 70 B.C. 47154365
laeosol

DS 297.1d Charcoal inpa- Beta 117429 5920 + 70 B.C. 49404620
laeosol

Pit 24 Risabar Organic horizon ~——— 6010+90  B.C. 4900
at 75-95cm

DS 226.C.17.118 Charcoalinpa- Beta117423 6290+70  B.C. 5335-5060
laeosol

Sedd Adh-Dhra' Il, Charcoal in pa- Beta 90836 6290 + 70 B.C. 5335-5060

#2 laeosol

Sedd Adh-Dhra’  Charcoal in pa- Beta 90837 7080 + 140 B.C.6175-5635

nL#1 laeosol

Pit 22 Qa Jahran  Shell e 7210+ 90 B.C. 6050

Sedd adhDhra'a  Peat 9260 +60 B.C. 9000

al-Adhla (WP 333) Shell Beta 155780 10060 + 60  B.C.10150-9330

FIGURE 2. Radiocarbon determinations from soils and lake deposits in the Dhamar area.

Calibrations in italics are approximate only.
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distinctive peak immediately to the south.

Equally important in the case of Hawagir is the loca-
tion of this site on what appears to be a major ancient
north-south route through the highlands. This route re-
mains in use today as a series of north-south sectors of
local routes that skirt the eastem side of the lake basin
(Fig. 6). Not only are several large sites located along
this route, but also there are wayside cisterns (© on Fig.
6), as well as at least two groups of inscriptions. A short
distance to the north-cast of Hawagir, Qatabanian in-
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scriptions refer to a nearby temple which might have
formed a wayside shrine located at a convenient and
well shaded stopping point along the route. A second
group of inscriptions along this route occurs below Haid
Bayan, where a series of inscribed graffiti occur near the
base of the hill. Finally, a pair of distinctive and impor-
tant sites (DS 326 and 342) face each other across the
route immediately to the south of Risabah.

Rather than positing that any single factor contrib-
uted to the location of Bronze Age settlement, it seems

FIGURE 6. The area of the Qa Jahran to the north of Dhamar showing the approximate
limits of the early/mid Holocene lake, three north-south routes (1-3), and some major sites
mentioned in the text. North is to the top. The highland area is above roughly 2400 m
above sea level.
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FIGURE 8. Map of the Dhamar area showing the locations discussed in the text
together with the alignment of Iron Age and Himyarite sites al- Herran (DS 180),
Dhamar,Qarn Dhamar (DS 240), Khirbat al-Husayn (DS 212), Ribaf ‘Amran

(DS 226), and Zafar.











