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Abstract 
Data on the population dynamics and threats to large carnivores are vital to conservation 
efforts, but these are hampered by a paucity of studies. For some species, such as the leopard 
(Panthera pardus), there is such uncertainty in population trends that leopard trophy hunting 
has been banned in South Africa since 2016 while further data on leopard abundance are 
collected. We present one of the first assessments of leopard population dynamics, and identify 
the key threats to a population of leopards outside of protected areas in South Africa. We 
conducted a long-term trap survey between 2012 and 2016 in the Soutpansberg Mountains, and 
drew on a previous estimate of leopard population density for the region from 2008. In 24 
sampling periods we estimated the population density and assessed population structure. We 
fitted eight leopards with GPS collars to assess threats to the population. Leopard population 
density declined by 66%, from 10.73 to 3.65 leopards per 100 km² in 2008 and 2016 
respectively. Collared leopards had a high mortality rate, which appeared to be due to illegal 
human activity. While improving the management of trophy hunting is important, we suggest 
that mitigating human-wildlife conflict could have a bigger impact on carnivore conservation. 
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1. Introduction 
Large mammalian carnivores are incredibly important to ecosystems and environments. As apex 
predators, the extirpation of carnivores can trigger trophic cascades that can reduce biodiversity 
[1], increase the transmission of infectious diseases to humans [2], increase crop damage [3], 
reduce carbon sequestration [4], and even modify river morphology [5]. They are among the 
most sought after species by tourists [6, 7] and they are of great economic significance through 
the tourism and hunting industries [8, 9]. Carnivores are also incredibly important to human 
societies. People tell stories about large carnivores in traditional fables, their likenesses inspire 
artwork, they play roles in witchcraft, and their products are used in traditional rituals and 
medicine [10]. But despite their value, 59% of large carnivores are now threatened with 
extinction [11], and this will be exacerbated as humans continue to modify the environment 
[12]. Carnivores frequently come into conflict with humans [13, 14], and anthropogenic threats 
such as persecution [15], loss of habitat, and decline in prey base [16] have led to massive 
population declines and range contractions for most large carnivores [17].  
 
On average, large carnivore species have lost 53% of their historic range [17]. For some species 
this range loss has been much greater, with the leopard (Panthera pardus) having lost 63-75% of 
its historic range worldwide [18] and 80% of its past range in South Africa [19], the most 
extensive decline in southern Africa [18]. As a consequence, the leopard has recently been 
uplisted to Vulnerable on both the global IUCN Red List [20] and the Red List of Mammals of 
South Africa, Swaziland and Lesotho [21], highlighting an increasing concern over its 
conservation status.  
 
Although it is clear that the range of leopards is contracting, there is a dearth of long-term data 
on population size and threats faced by leopards [18]. Insufficient data also hinders the 
management of other carnivores such as the brown hyaena (Hyaena brunnea) [22] and black-
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footed cat (Felis nigripes) [23]. In South Africa, there is an urgent need to determine the 
population trends of leopards to inform leopard management [24], and there is such uncertainty 
about the abundance of leopards that leopard trophy hunting has been banned in South Africa 
since 2016 while robust data are sought in order to allow hunting quotas to be set at sustainable 
levels [18]. This is especially pertinent given the high degree of public scrutiny on trophy hunting 
of large carnivores in Africa [25] in the wake of the recent controversial hunt of Cecil the lion 
(Panthera leo) in Zimbabwe [26]. Research that assists leopard management is considered a 
priority [27], such as determining the population density and trends, demography, and 
identifying any threats to local leopard populations [24, 28]. Such information about local 
leopard populations, which can be defined as a groups of individuals within investigator-
delimited areas [29], is vital to leopard management and conservation efforts [28].  
 
Assessing leopard population trends, demography and threats is particularly important outside 
of state protected areas, such as on private land. In South Africa 68% of remaining leopard 
habitat is outside of legally protected areas [19], and leopard conservation efforts should be 
focused outside of protected areas [19], where leopards are most at risk [30]. Furthermore, 
leopard management strategies are focused on regulating legal and illegal utilization of 
leopards, most of which occurs outside protected areas. One area likely to be of great 
importance to leopard conservation is the Soutpansberg Mountains in South Africa, of which 
very little is formally protected [31]. The Soutpansberg Mountains are a biodiversity hotspot 
[32], supporting high species diversity [33, 34] including in 2008 one of the highest reported 
densities of leopards in Africa [35]. The current population density, population trends, changes 
in leopard demography, and threats to this leopard population are, however, unknown. We 
present the first estimates of trends in leopard population density and abundance in the 
Soutpansberg Mountains as a case study to inform future research and management focusing 
on large carnivore population dynamics. We also assess changes in the demographics of the 
population, and identify key threats.  
 

2. Materials and Methods 

2.1. Study area 

The study was conducted in the western Soutpansberg Mountains, Limpopo Province, South 
Africa. The mountains cover an area of 6,800 km² [34] and study site (central coordinates 
S29.44031° E23.02217°) elevation varies from 750 m to 1,748 m above sea level [36]. Climate is 
characterized by a warm, wet season (October to March) and a cool, dry season (April to 
September) [37]. Land uses include a private nature reserve, ecotourism, hunting, and farming 
of livestock, game and crops. Most of the land is privately owned, but community owned land 
was also present within the area.  
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2.2. Spatially explicit capture recapture  

An array of Reconyx Hyperfire HC500 and HC600 camera traps was established to estimate 
trends in leopard population density and demography. Forty-six camera traps were placed in 
pairs at 23 camera trap stations across the study site, encompassing the study region surveyed 
in 2008 [35]. Nineteen camera trap stations remained in the same locations throughout study, 
but five stations were relocated due to the withdrawal of one landowner in 2013 (Figure 1, 
Table A1), reducing the area covered by the cameras from 73 km² to 59 km². Camera trap 
stations were situated on roads, drainage lines, and game trails where leopard signs had been 
recorded, to maximize the probability of photographing leopards. A maximum spacing of 3 km 
between camera traps stations was used [35] to ensure that there were no gaps in the array 
large enough to encompass the entire home range of an adult female leopard (20 km² at this 
study site [21]), so that all individuals had a capture probability greater than zero [38, 39]. The 
home range size of adult female leopards was selected as they tend to have smaller ranges than 
adult males [40], so are more likely to have a capture probability of zero. Camera traps were 
mounted on trees or poles approximately 40 cm above the ground. The cameras ran 
continuously between 2012-01-01 and 2016-02-02 (Table A2), with the minimum delay between 
captures (approximately one second). Each camera trap was visited every two to four weeks to 
change batteries, ensure that the cameras remained operational, and to download the 
photographs. Individual leopards were identified from photographs using their unique coat 
pattern, and were allocated into adult male, adult female, and juvenile categories using body 
size, the appearance of external genitalia, and secondary sexual characteristics such as build and 
the dewlap [41]. Adults were defined as at least two years old, and sub-adults were excluded 
from density estimation [35]. 
 

 
 
Figure 1. Locations of the camera traps for the survey of leopard population density and 
demography in the Soutpansberg Mountains.  
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2.3. Individual monitoring 

Threats to the leopard population were assessed by determining the fate of collared animals. 
Leopards were captured using soft-hold foot loops [42], and immobilized by a South African 
Veterinary Council-registered veterinarian using Zoletil, or a combination of Zoletil and 
Medetomidine delivered using a Dan-inject CO2 rifle. Medetomidine was reversed using 
Atipamezole. Vectronic GPS Plus collars were fitted to a total of eight adult leopards (Table A3). 
The collars recorded the coordinates of the study animals at 200-minute intervals and were 
fitted with activity sensors that triggered a mortality signal when no movement was detected for 
24 hours. The data were transmitted to the users by UHF radio link, and also over the mobile 
GSM network by SMS, enabling the study animals to be located quickly after death to determine 
the cause. The collars were also fitted with VHF transmitters to enable locating of collared 
animals in real time. Collars were fitted with electronic drop-off devices by Vectronic that 
allowed the unit to disengage automatically after a specified duration. The disengagement date 
was set at 455 days after deployment, as by this stage the collar batteries would be almost 
depleted, but would still have sufficient power to facilitate retrieval of the collar. Ethical 
approval for animal trapping and collaring was provided by the Life Sciences Ethical Review 
Process Committee at Durham University, and the work was conducted under research permits 
from the Limpopo Department of Economic Development, Environment & Tourism, South 
Africa. 
 

2.4. Statistical analysis 
Camera trap data were analysed following [35] in order to enable comparisons. Data on the 
locations and trapping occasions on which individual leopards were captured were used to 
create a spatially explicit capture-recapture model [43] employing a Bayesian framework [44] to 
estimate leopard density using SPACECAP v 1.0.1 [45] in R v 3.3.0 [46]. The duration of each 
trapping occasion was set at 24 hours and the dataset was divided into 24 sampling periods, 
each lasting 60 days, with each sampling period separated by 1 day (Table A2). A state space 
pixel size of 0.25 km² was used, and a buffer of 20 km around the camera traps was employed to 
encompass the home ranges of all leopards that were photographed [47]. Potential home range 
centres were scored as unsuitable habitat when they overlapped with urban areas. Spatial 
capture recapture models were constructed using the Bernoulli encounter process and half 
normal detection function. Between 100,000 and 200,000 iterations were used in the Markov-
chain Monte Carlo simulation, along with a burn-in of 50,000-80,000 iterations, a thinning rate 
of 5-10, and data augmentation of 200-700 individuals. Model parameters were adjusted until 
convergence was good (Geweke z-scores were between -1.6 and 1.6) [48], Bayesian P-values did 
not approach 0 or 1 [49], and data augmentation, state space extent and sample size were 
sufficiently large (see Table A2) [45]. Population structure was assessed by summing the number 
of unique individuals of each age sex class photographed in each sampling period. Trends in 
population density and demography were analysed using linear regression, and Wilcoxon rank 
sum tests were used to assess differences in the number of sampling periods for which adult 
males and adult females remained present. Statistical analysis was conducted using R v 3.3.0 
[46]. All data underlying the analyses are publically available [50].  
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1. Results 

1.1. Population dynamics 

A total of 16 adult male leopards and 28 adult females were photographed. Twenty-one sub-
adults were also recorded, of which three became adult males and one an adult female during 
the course of the study. The mean adult male to adult female sex ratio was 1:1.65. The tenure of 
each individual leopard is shown in Figure 2. There was no difference in the number of sampling 
periods for which adult males and adult females remained present (W = 276.5, df = 1, P = 
0.5276). The number of adult males identified in each study period remained stable, while the 
number of adult females, cubs and total number of leopards declined significantly between 
2012 and 2016 (Figure 3, Table 1).  
 

 
Figure 2. Sampling periods in which individual leopards were photographed on camera traps in 
the Soutpansberg Mountains between 2012 and 2016 (see Table A2 for dates). 
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Figure 3. Change in number of individual leopards identified per sampling period in each age sex 
class in the Soutpansberg Mountains between 2012 and 2016. Shading represents 95% 
confidence intervals. 
 
Table 1. Results of linear regression of the number of individual leopards identified per sampling 
period against date. 

 Model Coefficients 

Age sex class F(1,22) R² Estimate 
Standard 
error  

t P 

Adult male 2.057 0.0855 -0.0008 0.0006 -1.434 0.1656 

Adult female 6.761 0.2351 -0.0019 0.0007 -2.600 0.0163 

Sub-adult 5.006 0.1854 -0.0019 0.0008 -2.237 0.0357 

All leopards 13.250 0.3759 -0.0047 0.0013 -3.640 0.0014 

 
Leopard density in the Soutpansberg ranged from 6.55 in 2012 to 3.65 in 2016 (Table A2). 
Leopard density declined linearly across the study (F(1,22) = 22.04, P = 0.0001, R² = 0.5005, Figure 
4) with a decline of 44% over approximately four years (a reduction of 0.75 leopards per 100 
km2 every year). Incorporating the density estimate available in [35] produced a similar model 
(F(1,23) = 57.66, P < 0.0001, R² = 0.7149, Figure 4), but indicated a 66% decline over a period just 
over seven and a half years (0.87 leopards 100 km2 per year). 
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Figure 4. Change in the population density of leopards in the Soutpansberg Mountains between 
2008 and 2016. Shading represents 95% confidence intervals. 

1.2. Individual monitoring 

Only two of eight leopards collared (25.0%) survived to the end of the 455-day collaring period. 
Three were killed by snares (37.5%) and one was shot without a permit for perceived cattle 
predation (12.5%). Two collared leopards went missing (25%), suspected dead, since they 
disappeared from the camera trap photographs at the same time. 
 

2. Discussion 
Leopard population density in the western Soutpansberg in 2012 (6.55 animals per 100 km²) was 
similar to published values at other sites [51-53], but by 2016 had dropped substantially to 3.65 
animals per 100 km². This also contrasts with the relatively high densities reported for the area 
in 2008 [35]. The density of leopards in the Soutpansberg Mountains has decreased by 44% 
since 2012 and by 66% since 2008, an extremely rapid decline. If this trend continues at the 
same rate, the population will essentially disappear from the Soutpansberg Mountains before 
2020. Due to the topography of the mountains the western Soutpansberg leopard population 
has relatively hard boundaries, due to being surrounded by human-dominated farming 
landscapes. This has been identified as an area of sub optimal connectivity of suitable leopard 
habitat [54]. As a result the local population is relatively isolated from immigration, making it 
particularly sensitive to mortalities, as these are likely to be relatively rarely compensated by 
immigration. 
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There are very few other studies of population trends of leopards with which to compare this 
decline [18, 24]. The only other comparable study estimated a 56% increase in the density of 
leopards in Phinda Private Game Reserve, South Africa, over four years due to management 
interventions [55]. Nevertheless, studies on lions [56] and on black-backed jackals (Canis 
mesomelas) and bat-eared foxes (Otocyon megalotis) [57] have noted similar trends where 
populations have been monitored over multiple years, suggesting the declines in the density of 
African carnivores exemplify global trends [17].  
 
The decline observed in leopard density appeared to be driven by a decrease in the number of 
adult females, while the number of adult males was more stable. Although sub-adults were 
excluded from the density estimates, the number of sub-adults photographed also declined over 
the course of the study, most likely linked to the decline in adult females photographed. Low 
sub-adult survival rates would reinforce the population decline, making a future recovery less 
likely without compensatory immigration. The reasons why the number of males photographed 
per sampling period remained stable while the number of females and sub-adults photographed 
was declining is not clear, as we did not expect the main threats to the population to affect adult 
males less than adult females. Declines in the number of adult males could have been masked 
by the maturation of sub-adults into adult males; during the course of the study three sub-
adults matured into adult males, while only one sub-adult matured into an adult female. 
Furthermore, only three adult males were photographed the final two sampling periods, the 
lowest level of all 24 sampling periods. Continued monitoring will allow determination of 
whether a negative trend in the number of adult males is also evident in the population. The 
lower reduction in males might also be buffered in the short term by their greater dispersal and 
ranging distances relative to females [40, 58], as unoccupied areas may be more quickly located 
and filled by males than females in the population. A limitation of estimating leopard density 
using SPACECAP is that it is not currently possible to incorporate covariates such as sex. This 
would have been interesting, as the number of individual adult male and female leopards in the 
local population appeared to be changing at different rates. 
 
Care must be taken when interpreting data on the threats that are driving these population 
declines due to the limited sample size of collared leopards. Nevertheless, the death of six of 
eight collared leopards over the 455-day period for which each collar was deployed suggested a 
very high rate of mortality. Death was the most likely explanation for the collared leopards that 
went missing, as we stopped receiving data from their collars at the same time as they stopped 
appearing in images on the camera traps. Emigration or collar failure are thus unlikely. Instead it 
is probable that they died either in an area where the signals would be obscured (such as in a 
cave), or the collars were destroyed deliberately, indicating anthropogenic mortality. Illegal 
hunting was the sole cause of the known deaths of collared leopards. Furthermore, local 
conservation actions are known to have prevented poisoning of one collared leopard following a 
livestock predation event, without which mortality rates would have been higher.  
 
Our data indicate that illegal human activity could be the primary cause of leopard mortality in 
the study area, often in retaliation to perceived livestock predation or for bushmeat, and this 
may be driving steep declines in the leopard population. Anthropogenic mortality is often the 
biggest threat to leopards outside of protected areas [14] and similar results have been reported 
for other large carnivores [30, 59, 60]. The sex ratio was similar to other sites [51, 61], and was 
not indicative of overexploitation of males through trophy hunting [62]. As reported in the 



  10     

Waterberg District Municipality in South Africa [63, 64], legal mechanisms of leopard removal 
such as trophy hunting and damage causing animal removals appear to be less important 
threats to the leopard population than illegal activities such as snaring [14] in the Soutpansberg. 
Snaring can be a serious threat to large carnivores, and additional research is required to fully 
understand the impact of this on large felids [65]. 
 
In this case study, the leading causes of leopard mortality were snaring, shooting and poisoning, 
either in response to the perceived risk of livestock predation or poaching for bushmeat or 
animal parts. In this case we thus recommend increasing efforts to engage with local 
communities to reduce the level of these activities, for example through education [66] and 
enhancing livestock husbandry [67, 68]. Efforts to reduce human-carnivore conflict can be very 
successful at promoting the recovery of leopard populations [55]. Further investigations, 
drawing on approaches from the social sciences [69], into the underlying causes of illegal activity 
leading to leopard mortality should also be undertaken in order to guide conservation actions. 
Effective strategies for managing damage causing animals should also be developed and 
adhered to [24], such as the draft national norms and standards recently published for South 
Africa [70].   
 
Although retaliatory killings may present the largest threats to leopard populations outside 
protected areas [64], this study calls into question the sustainability of additive off take through 
legal mechanisms of leopard removals such as trophy hunting and damage causing animal 
destruction permits [71]. Furthermore, trophy hunting of large carnivores can be associated 
with elevated levels of human-wildlife conflict and increased mortality from persecution [72]. 
Declines in leopard density may also increase human-wildlife conflict through the mesopredator 
release effect [73] since caracals (Caracal caracal), black-backed jackals, and baboons are 
responsible for significant agricultural damage [74]. Since leopards cause less livestock damage 
than farmers perceive [75], this would result in elevated levels of livestock and crop damage and 
increased retaliatory killing. 
 
In some cases, trophy hunting can be the main driver of population declines [55, 59], and 
improved management of leopard trophy hunting is urgently required [24]. Before the national 
ban on trophy hunting leopards came into effect in 2016 [18] leopards were over-harvested in 
South Africa [76], which was partly responsible for predicted population declines [64]. An 
adaptive management system for managing leopards in South Africa is currently being 
developed, and much effort to date has centred on the regulation of leopard trophy hunting 
[77]. Under the new adaptive management system, before the trophy hunting ban female 
leopards were removed from hunting quotas and leopard hunting effort was spread across 
leopard hunting zones [76] in relation to leopard habitat suitability [19]. If the ban is lifted we 
recommend closure of the hunting zones [76] in which leopard populations are declining until 
the population has recovered. Such an approach will require intensive monitoring. In order to 
assess trends in carnivore population density we advocate conducting multiple surveys over 
several years, as this mitigates the problem of variation in estimates and enables determination 
of population trends with a high degree of confidence. Few other studies have attempted this, 
with most calculating a single point estimate [35, 51, 52] rather than conducting multiple 
assessments over time [but see 55, 57].  
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3. Conclusions 
The density of leopards in the case study declined by 66% over seven and a half years. The 
number of adult males was relatively stable, while the number of adult females and cubs 
declined over the course of the study. Illegal anthropogenic threats such as snaring, shooting 
and poisoning appear to be the main threats to the population. To date much attention has 
focused on improving trophy hunting of large carnivores, but our data suggest that and the 
importance of other sources of anthropogenic mortality should not be overlooked, and efforts 
to mitigate these threats could have a bigger impact on the conservation status of large 
carnivores than improving legal trophy hunting.  
 
Ethics. Ethical approval from the Life Sciences Ethical Review Process Committee at Durham 
University was provided for STW, KSW and RAH. Permission to carry out all work was granted to 
STW, KSW, and RAH from the Limpopo Department of Economic Development, Environment & 
Tourism, South Africa.  
 
Data accessibility. The data are deposited at Dryad: http://dx.doi.org/10.5061/dryad.n572r [50]. 
 
Authors’ contributions. STW, KSW and RAH conceived and designed the study. STW and KSW 
carried out the fieldwork. STW and BPL conducted the statistical analysis. All co-authors drafted 
the manuscript and drafted the manuscript and gave final approval for publication. 
 
Funding. Funding was provided for STW, KSW, BPL and RAH to conduct the study by Durham 
University’s Capital Equipment Fund, Earthwatch institute, and an anonymous donor. 
 
Competing interests. We have no competing interests. 
 
Acknowledgements. We would like to thank the landowners for providing access to their 
properties. We are extremely grateful to Professor Ian Gaigher, Oldrich van Schalkwyk, Dr Vivien 
Kent, Louise Fletcher, Rebecca Spake, Anna Cura Rhodes, Claire Gibson, Marion Gohier, 
Charlotte Arthun, Christoph Eckrich, Noeks Cilliers, Elliot Lustig, Sophie Tuppen, Shannon 
Finnegan, Tessa Chesonis, Hannah Birrell, Philippa Goff, Liam Thomas, Ryan Scott, Carolyn 
Dunford, Leigh West, Marlon Tillmans, Erin MacDonald, Nelly Sheppard, and research teams 
from Earthwatch Institute for assisting with data collection. We also thank the veterinarians who 
immobilized the collared animals, in particular Dr Adrian Tordiffe. We are grateful to Annaline 
Smit for providing the Afrikaans translation of the abstract. We thank Vincenzo Penteriani and 
two anonymous reviewers for constructive comments that helped improve the manuscript. 
 

References  
 
1 Estes, J. A., Terborgh, J., Brashares, J. S., Power, M. E., Berger, J., Bond, W. J., Carpenter, S. R., 
Essington, T. E., Holt, R. D., Jackson, J. B. C., et al. 2011 Trophic downgrading of planet Earth. 
Science. 333, 301-306. doi: 10.1126/science.1205106. 



  12     

2 Keesing, F., Belden, L. K., Daszak, P., Dobson, A., Harvell, C. D., Holt, R. D., Hudson, P., Jolles, A., 
Jones, K. E., Mitchell, C. E. 2010 Impacts of biodiversity on the emergence and transmission of 
infectious diseases. Nature. 468, 647-652. doi: 10.1038/nature09575. 

3 Brashares, J. S., Prugh, P. R., Stoner, C. J., Epps, C. W. 2013 Ecological and conservation 
implications of mesopredator release. In Trophic cascades: predators, prey, and the changing 
dynamics of nature. (Eds. J. Terborgh, J. A. Estes), pp. 221-240. Washington, DC: Island Press. 

4 Schmitz, O. J., Raymond, P. A., Estes, J. A., Kurz, W. A., Holtgrieve, G. W., Ritchie, M. E., 
Schindler, D. E., Spivak, A. C., Wilson, R. W., Bradford, M. A. 2014 Animating the carbon cycle. 
Ecosystems. 17, 344-359. doi: 10.1007/s10021-013-9715-7. 

5 Ripple, W. J., Beschta, R. L. 2006 Linking a cougar decline, trophic cascade, and catastrophic 
regime shift in Zion National Park. Biol. Conserv. 133, 397-408. doi: 
10.1016/j.biocon.2006.07.002. 

6 Lindsey, P. A., Alexander, R., Mills, M. G. L., Romañach, S., Woodroffe, R. 2007 Wildlife viewing 
preferences of visitors to protected areas in South Africa: Implications for the role of ecotourism 
in conservation. J. Ecotour. 6, 19-33. doi: 10.2167/joe133.0. 

7 van der Meer, E., Badza, M. N., Ndhlovu, A. 2016 Large carnivores as tourism flagship species 
for the Zimbabwe component of the Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area. Afr. J. 
Wildl. Res. 46, 121-134. doi: 10.3957/056.046.0121. 

8 Lindsey, P. A., Roulet, P. A., Romañach, S. S. 2007 Economic and conservation significance of 
the trophy hunting industry in sub-Saharan Africa. Biol. Conserv. 134, 455-469. doi: 
10.1016/j.biocon.2006.09.005. 

9 Naidoo, R., Weaver, L. C., Diggle, R. W., Matongo, G., Stuart-Hill, G., Thouless, C. 2016 
Complementary benefits of tourism and hunting to communal conservancies in Namibia. 
Conserv. Biol. 30, 628-638. doi: 10.1111/cobi.12643. 

10 Kruuk, H. 2002 Hunter and hunted: the relationship between carnivores and people. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

11 Ripple, W. J., Chapron, G., López-Bao, J. V., Durant, S. M., Macdonald, D. W., Lindsey, P. A., 
Bennett, E. L., Beschta, R. L., Bruskotter, J. T., Campos-Arceiz, A. 2016 Saving the world's 
terrestrial megafauna. Bioscience. 66, 807-812. doi: 10.1093/biosci/biw092. 

12 Di Minin, E., Slotow, R., Hunter, L. T. B., Montesino Pouzols, F., Toivonen, T., Verburg, P. H., 
Leader-Williams, N., Petracca, L., Moilanen, A. 2016 Global priorities for national carnivore 
conservation under land use change. Sci. Rep. 6, 23814. doi: 10.1038/srep23814. 

13 Penteriani, V., Delgado, M. d. M., Pinchera, F., Naves, J., Fernández-Gil, A., Kojola, I., 
Härkönen, S., Norberg, H., Frank, J., Fedriani, J. M., et al. 2016 Human behaviour can trigger 
large carnivore attacks in developed countries. Sci. Rep. 6, 20552. doi: 10.1038/srep20552. 



  13     

14 Swanepoel, L. H., Somers, M. J., Van Hoven, W., Schiess-Meier, M., Owen, C., Snyman, A., 
Martins, Q., Senekal, C., Camacho, G., Boshoff, W., et al. 2015 Survival rates and causes of 
mortality of leopards Panthera pardus in southern Africa. Oryx. 49, 595-603. doi: 
10.1017/S0030605313001282. 

15 Trinkel, M., Fleischmann, P. H., Slotow, R. 2017 Electrifying the fence or living with 
consequences? Problem animal control threatens the long-term viability of a free-ranging lion 
population. J. Zool. 301, 41-50. doi: 10.1111/jzo.12387. 

16 Wolf, C., Ripple, W. J. 2016 Prey depletion as a threat to the world's large carnivores. R. Soc. 
Open Sci. 3, 160252. doi: 10.1098/rsos.160252. 

17 Ripple, W. J., Estes, J. A., Beschta, R. L., Wilmers, C. C., Ritchie, E. G., Hebblewhite, M., Berger, 
J., Elmhagen, B., Letnic, M., Nelson, M. P., et al. 2014 Status and ecological effects of the world’s 
largest carnivores. Science. 343, 1241484. doi: 10.1126/science.1241484. 

18 Jacobson, A. P., Gerngross, P., Lemeris, J. R., Schoonover, R. F., Anco, C., Breitenmoser-
Würsten, C., Durant, S. M., Farhadinia, M. S., Henschel, P., Kamler, J. F., et al. 2016 Leopard 
(Panthera pardus) status, distribution, and the research efforts across its range. PeerJ. 4, e1974. 
doi: 10.7717/peerj.1974. 

19 Swanepoel, L. H., Lindsey, P., Somers, M. J., van Hoven, W., Dalerum, F. 2013 Extent and 
fragmentation of suitable leopard habitat in South Africa. Anim. Conserv. 16, 41-50. doi: 
10.1111/j.1469-1795.2012.00566.x. 

20 Stein, A., Athreya, V., Gerngross, P., Balme, G., Henschel, P., Karanth, U., Miquelle, D., Rostro, 
S., Kamler, J., Laguardia, A. 2016 Panthera pardus. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 
2016: e.T15954A50659089. Gland: IUCN. 

21 Swanepoel, L. H., Balme, G., Williams, S., Power, R. J., Snyman, A., Gaigher, I., Senekal, C., 
Martins, Q., Child, M. 2016 A conservation assessment of Panthera pardus. In The Red List of 
Mammals of South Africa, Swaziland and Lesotho. (Eds. M. F. Child, L. Roxburgh, D. Raimondo, E. 
D. L. San, J. Selier, H. Davies-Mostert), pp. Johannesburg: South African National Biodiversity 
Institute and Endangered Wildlife Trust  

22 Yarnell, R., Richmond-Coggan, L., Bussiere, E., Williams, K., Bissett, C., Welch, R., Wiesel, I. in 
press A conservation assessment of Hyaena brunnea. In The Red List of Mammals of South 
Africa, Swaziland and Lesotho. (pp. Johannesburg: South African National Biodiversity Institute 
and Endangered Wildlife Trust. 

23 Sliwa, A., Wilson, B., Kusters, M., Tordiffe, A. 2016 Felis nigripes. The IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species 2016: e.T8542A50652196. Gland: IUCN. 

24 Scientific Authority of South Africa. 2015 Non-detriment finding for Panthera pardus 
(leopard). Pretoria: South African National Biodiversity Institute. 



  14     

25 Macdonald, D. W., Jacobsen, K. S., Burnham, D., Johnson, P. J., Loveridge, A. J. 2016 Cecil: A 
moment or a movement? Analysis of media coverage of the death of a lion, Panthera leo. 
Animals. 6, 26. doi: 10.3390/ani6050026. 

26 Lindsey, P., Balme, G., Funston, P., Henschel, P., Hunter, L. T. 2016 Life after Cecil: 
Channelling global outrage into funding for conservation in Africa. Conserv. Lett. 9, 296–301. doi: 
10.1111/conl.12224. 

27 Balme, G. A., Lindsey, P. A., Swanepoel, L. H., Hunter, L. T. B. 2013 Failure of research to 
address the rangewide conservation needs of large carnivores: leopards in South Africa as a case 
study. Conserv. Lett. 7, 3-11. doi: 10.1111/conl.12028. 

28 Daly, B., Power, J., Carmanch, G., Tayler-Holzer, K., Barber, S., Catterall, S., Fletcher, P., 
Martins, Q., Martins, N., Owen, C., et al. 2005 Leopard (Panthera pardus) population and habitat 
viability assessment. Johannesburg: Conservation Breeding Specialist Group (SSC/IUCN)/CBSG 
South Africa and Endangered Wildlife Trust. 

29 Wells, J. V., Richmond, M. E. 1995 Populations, metapopulations, and species populations: 
what are they and who should care? Wildl. Soc. Bull. 23, 458-462.  

30 Ray, J. C., Hunter, L., Zigouris, J. 2005 Setting conservation and research priorities for larger 
African carnivores. Working paper number 24. New York: Wildlife Conservation Society. 

31 IUCN, UNEP-WCMC. 2016 The World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA). Available from 
http://www.protectedplanet.net/. Accessed 19 Aug 2016.  

32 Rouget, M., Reyers, B., Jonas, Z., Desmet, P., Driver, A., Maze, K., Egoh, B., Cowling, R. M. 
2005 South African national spatial biodiversity assessment 2004: technical report. Volume 1: 
Terrestrial component. Pretoria: South African National Biodiversity Institute. 

33 Foord, S. H., Mafadza, M. M., Dippenaar-Schoeman, A. S., Van Rensburg, B. J. 2008 Micro-
scale heterogeneity of spiders (Arachnida:Araneae) in the Soutpansberg, South Africa: a 
comparative survey and inventory in representative habitats. Afr. Zool. 43, 156-174. doi: 
10.1080/15627020.2008.11657233. 

34 Berger, K., Crafford, E., Gaiger, I., Gaiger, M., Hahn, N., Macdonald, I. 2003 A first synthesis of 
the environmental, biological and cultural assets of the Soutpansberg. Louis Trichardt: Limpopo 
Biosphere Initiative. 

35 Chase Grey, J. N., Kent, V. T., Hill, R. A. 2013 Evidence of a high density population of 
harvested leopards in a montane environment. PLoS ONE. 8, e82832. doi: 
10.1371/journal.pone.0082832. 

36 Mostert, T. H., Bredenkamp, G. J., Klopper, H. L., Verwey, C., Mostert, R. E., Hahn, N. 2008 
Major vegetation types of the Soutpansberg conservancy and the Blouberg nature reserve, 
South Africa. Koedoe. 50, 32-48.  

http://www.protectedplanet.net/


  15     

37 Willems, E. P. 2007 From space to species: Integrating remotely sensed information on 
primary productivity into investigations and systems models of vervet monkey (Cercopithecus 
aethiops) socio-ecology [PhD Thesis]: Durham University. 

38 Dillon, A., Kelly, M. 2008 Ocelot home range, overlap and density: comparing radio telemetry 
with camera trapping. J. Zool. 275, 391-398. doi: 10.1111/j.1469-7998.2008.00452.x. 

39 Otis, D. L., Burnham, K. P., White, G. C., Anderson, D. R. 1978 Statistical inference from 
capture data on closed animal populations. Wildl. Monogr. 62, 3-135.  

40 Fattebert, J., Balme, G., Robinson, H., Dickerson, T., Slotow, R., Hunter, L. 2016 Population 
recovery highlights spatial organization dynamics in adult leopards. J. Zool. 299, 153-162. doi: 
10.1111/jzo.12344. 

41 Balme, G. A., Hunter, L., Braczkowski, A. R. 2012 Applicability of age-based hunting 
regulations for African leopards. Plos One. 7, e35209. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0035209. 

42 Frank, L., Simpson, D., Woodroffe, R. 2003 Foot snares: an effective method for capturing 
African lions. Wildl. Soc. Bull. 31, 309-314.  

43 Efford, M. 2004 Density estimation in live‐trapping studies. Oikos. 106, 598-610. doi: 
10.1111/j.0030-1299.2004.13043.x. 

44 Royle, J. A., Karanth, K. U., Gopalaswamy, A. M., Kumar, N. S. 2009 Bayesian inference in 
camera trapping studies for a class of spatial capture-recapture models. Ecology. 90, 3233-3244. 
doi: 10.1890/08-1481.1. 

45 Gopalaswamy, A. M., Royle, J. A., Hines, J. E., Singh, P., Jathanna, D., Kumar, N., Karanth, K. U. 
2012 Program SPACECAP: software for estimating animal density using spatially explicit capture–
recapture models. Methods Ecol. Evol. 3, 1067-1072. doi: 10.1111/j.2041-210X.2012.00241.x. 

46 R Development Core Team (2016) R: a language and environment for statistical computing. 
Vienna: The R Foundation for Statistical Computing. Available from https://www.r-project.org/. 

47 Royle, J. A., Chandler, R. B., Sollmann, R., Gardner, B. 2013 Spatial capture-recapture. 
Amsterdam: Academic Press. 

48 Geweke, J. 1992 Evaluating the accuracy of sampling-based approaches to the calculation of 
posterior moments. In Bayesian Statistics. (Eds. J. M. Bernardo, J. O. Berger, A. P. Dawid, A. F. M. 
Smith), pp. 169-193. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 

49 Royle, J. A., Kery, M., Guelat, J. 2011 Spatial capture‐recapture models for search‐encounter 
data. Methods Ecol. Evol. 2, 602-611. doi: 10.1111/j.2041-210X.2011.00116.x. 

50 Williams, S. T., Williams, K. S., Lewis, B. P., Hill, R. A. 2017 Data from: Population dynamics 
and threats to an apex predator outside protected areas: Implications for carnivore 

https://www.r-project.org/


  16     

management. Dryad Digital Repository. Available from http://dx.doi.org/10.5061/dryad.n572r. 
doi: 10.5061/dryad.n572r. 

51 Rosenblatt, E., Creel, S., Becker, M. S., Merkle, J., Mwape, H., Schuette, P., Simpamba, T. 
2016 Effects of a protection gradient on carnivore density and survival: an example with 
leopards in the Luangwa valley, Zambia. Ecol. Evol. 6, 3772-3785. doi: 10.1002/ece3.2155. 

52 du Preez, B. D., Loveridge, A. J., Macdonald, D. W. 2014 To bait or not to bait: A comparison 
of camera-trapping methods for estimating leopard Panthera pardus density. Biol. Conserv. 176, 
153-161. doi: 10.1016/j.biocon.2014.05.021. 

53 Jenny, D. 1996 Spatial organization of leopards Panthera pardus in Taï National Park, Ivory 
Coast: is rainforest habitat a ‘tropical haven’? J. Zool. 240, 427-440. doi: 10.1111/j.1469-
7998.1996.tb05296.x. 

54 Pitman, R. T., Fattebert, J., Williams, S. T., Williams, K. S., Hill, R. A., Hunter, L. T. B., Robinson, 
H., Power, J., Swanepoel, L., Slotow, R., et al. 2017 Cats, connectivity and conservation: using 
multiple scales to assess resource use and landscape permeability. J. Appl. Ecol.  doi: 
10.1111/1365-2664.12851. 

55 Balme, G. A., Slotow, R., Hunter, L. T. B. 2009 Impact of conservation interventions on the 
dynamics and persistence of a persecuted leopard (Panthera pardus) population. Biol. Conserv. 
142, 2681-2690. doi: 10.1016/j.biocon.2009.06.020. 

56 Rosenblatt, E., Becker, M. S., Creel, S., Droge, E., Mweetwa, T., Schuette, P. A., Watson, F., 
Merkle, J., Mwape, H. 2014 Detecting declines of apex carnivores and evaluating their causes: 
An example with Zambian lions. Biol. Conserv. 180, 176-186.  

57 Durant, S. M., Craft, M. E., Hilborn, R., Bashir, S., Hando, J., Thomas, L. 2011 Long-term trends 
in carnivore abundance using distance sampling in Serengeti National Park, Tanzania. J. Appl. 
Ecol. 48, 1490-1500. doi: 10.1111/j.1365-2664.2011.02042.x. 

58 Fattebert, J., Balme, G., Dickerson, T., Slotow, R., Hunter, L. 2015 Density-dependent natal 
dispersal patterns in a leopard population recovering from over-harvest. PloS one. 10, 
e0122355. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0122355. 

59 Loveridge, A., Valeix, M., Chapron, G., Davidson, Z., Mtare, G., Macdonald, D. 2016 
Conservation of large predator populations: Demographic and spatial responses of African lions 
to the intensity of trophy hunting. Biol. Conserv.  doi: 10.1016/j.biocon.2016.10.024. 

60 Mills, G., Hofer, H. 1998 Hyaenas: status survey and conservation action plan. Gland: 
IUCN/SSC Hyaena Specialist Group. 

61 Martin, R. B., de Meulenaer, T. 1988 Survey of the status of the leopard (Panthera pardus) in 
sub-Saharan Africa. Lausanne: Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5061/dryad.n572r


  17     

62 Milner, J. M., Nilsen, E. B., Andreassen, H. P. 2007 Demographic side effects of selective 
hunting in ungulates and carnivores. Conserv. Biol. 21, 36-47. doi: 10.1111/j.1523-
1739.2006.00591.x. 

63 Swanepoel, L. H., Somers, M. J., Dalerum, F. 2015 Functional responses of retaliatory killing 
versus recreational sport hunting of leopards in South Africa. PLoS ONE. 10, e0125539. doi: 
10.1371/journal.pone.0125539. 

64 Swanepoel, L. H., Lindsey, P., Somers, M. J., Van Hoven, W., Dalerum, F. 2014 The relative 
importance of trophy harvest and retaliatory killing of large carnivores: South African leopards 
as a case study. S. Afr. J. Wildl. Res. 44, 115-134. doi: 10.3957/056.044.0210. 

65 Becker, M., McRobb, R., Watson, F., Droge, E., Kanyembo, B., Murdoch, J., Kakumbi, C. 2013 
Evaluating wire-snare poaching trends and the impacts of by-catch on elephants and large 
carnivores. Biol. Conserv. 158, 26-36. doi: 10.1016/j.biocon.2012.08.017. 

66 Jacobson, S. K., McDuff, M. D., Monroe, M. C. 2015 Conservation education and outreach 
techniques. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

67 McManus, J., Dickman, A., Gaynor, D., Smuts, B., Macdonald, D. 2015 Dead or alive? 
Comparing costs and benefits of lethal and non-lethal human–wildlife conflict mitigation on 
livestock farms. Oryx. 49, 687-695. doi: 10.1017/S0030605313001610. 

68 Constant, N. L., Bell, S., Hill, R. A. 2015 The impacts, characterisation and management of 
human–leopard conflict in a multi-use land system in South Africa. Biodivers. Conserv. 23, 2967-
2989. doi: 10.1007/s10531-015-0989-2. 

69 Madden, F., McQuinn, B. 2014 Conservation’s blind spot: The case for conflict transformation 
in wildlife conservation. Biol. Conserv. 178, 97-106. doi: 10.1016/j.biocon.2014.07.015. 

70 Department of Environmental Affairs. 2016 Norms and standards for the management of 
damage-causing animals in South Africa. National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act 
10 of 2004. Government Gazette no. 40236. Notice 512 of 2016. Pretoria: Government Printer. 

71 Pitman, R. T., Fattebert, J., Williams, S. T., Williams, K. S., Hill, R. A., Hunter, L. T. B., Slotow, 
R., Balme, G. A. 2016 The conservation costs of game ranching. Conserv. Lett.  doi: 
10.1111/conl.12276. 

72 Teichman, K. J., Cristescu, B., Darimont, C. T. 2016 Hunting as a management tool? Cougar-
human conflict is positively related to trophy hunting. BMC Ecol. 16, 44. doi: 10.1186/s12898-
016-0098-4. 

73 Ritchie, E. G., Johnson, C. N. 2009 Predator interactions, mesopredator release and 
biodiversity conservation. Ecol. Lett. 12, 982-998. doi: 0.1111/j.1461-0248.2009.01347.x. 

74 Hill, C. M. 1997 Crop-raiding by wild vertebrates: The farmer's perspective in an agricultural 
community in western Uganda. Int. J. Pest Manag. 43, 77-84. doi: 10.1080/096708797229022. 



  18     

75 Chase Grey, J. N., Bell, S., Hill, R. A. 2017 Leopard diets and landowner perceptions of human 
wildlife conflict in the Soutpansberg Mountains, South Africa. J. Nat. Conserv.  doi: 
10.1016/j.jnc.2017.03.002. 

76 Pitman, R., Swanepoel, L., Hunter, L., Slotow, R., Balme, G. 2015 The importance of refugia, 
ecological traps and scale for large carnivore management. Biodivers. Conserv. 24, 1975-1987. 
doi: 10.1007/s10531-015-0921-9. 

77 Limpopo Leopard Project. 2016 Progress report 2015. Cape Town: Panthera. 

 

  



  19     

Supplementary information 
 
Table A1. Dates camera trap stations were moved. 
 

Camera 
station 

Date set up 
Date taken 

down 

1 14/06/2011 N/A 

2 14/06/2011 N/A 

3 14/06/2011 N/A 

4 14/06/2011 N/A 

5 14/06/2011 N/A 

6 14/06/2011 N/A 

7 14/06/2011 N/A 

8 14/06/2011 N/A 

9 17/06/2011 N/A 

10 17/06/2011 N/A 

11 23/06/2011 N/A 

12 24/06/2011 N/A 

13 30/06/2011 N/A 

14a 12/07/2011 03/09/2013 

14b 16/10/2013 N/A 

15 13/07/2011 N/A 

16a 12/07/2011 03/09/2013 

16b 16/10/2013 N/A 

17 09/08/2011 04/08/2013 

18a 26/08/2011 01/09/2013 

18b 10/12/2013 N/A 

19a 26/08/2011 27/03/2012 

19b 23/06/2012 N/A 

20a 01/09/2011 03/09/2013 

20b 16/10/2013 N/A 

21a 03/09/2011 20/01/2012 

21b 20/01/2012 N/A 

22 08/09/2011 N/A 

23a 15/01/2012 23/06/2012 

23b 23/06/2012 N/A 

24 20/01/2012 N/A 

 
 



  1     

Table A2. Results and parameters of spatially explicit capture recapture. 
 

 
 

Sampl ing 

period

Start date End date State 

space 

buffer 

(km)

pixel  s ize 

(km2) 

Trap 

resonse

C-R Model Detection 

function

Capture 

encounter

s

Number of 

MCMC 

i terations

Burn-in 

period

Thinning 

rate

Data 

augmentat

ion

Effective 

posterior 

sample 

s ize

Geweke z 

score for 

s igma

Geweke z 

score for 

lam0

Geweke z 

score for 

beta

Geweke z 

score for 

ps i

Geweke z 

score for 

Nsuper

Bayes ian 

p-va lue

Dens ity - 

posterior 

mean 

(animals  

Dens i ty - 

posterior 

mean 

(animals  

Dens i ty - 

posterior 

SD

Dens ity - 

95% lower 

HPD

Dens ity - 

95% upper 

HPD

1 01/01/2012 29/02/2012 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 700 2726 0.75984 0.04331 -0.32055 -0.24953 0.704417 7.59 0.0759 0.02 0.038 0.115

2 02/03/2012 30/04/2012 20 0.25 present spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 700 3040 0.1884 0.04521 0.29366 -0.67189 -0.45493 0.54225 6.44 0.0644 0.016 0.035 0.095

3 02/05/2012 30/06/2012 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 700 1370 0.2359 0.4716 0.2573 0.2928 0.530833 6.48 0.0648 0.015 0.036 0.093

4 02/07/2012 30/08/2012 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 700 2342 -0.96367 -0.5387 0.24306 0.06019 0.613417 6.64 0.0664 0.016 0.038 0.099

5 01/09/2012 30/10/2012 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 700 786 -0.1214 -0.9103 -0.1196 -0.1034 0.890917 6.81 0.0681 0.019 0.033 0.106

6 01/11/2012 30/12/2012 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 500 3021 -0.2125 0.9199 -0.294 -0.3792 0.61425 6.82 0.0682 0.018 0.034 0.103

7 01/01/2013 01/03/2013 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 500 2792 -1.126 -1.014 1.437 1.444 0.473333 5.39 0.0539 0.015 0.026 0.083

8 03/03/2013 01/05/2013 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 300 1290 0.1157 -0.1351 -0.3109 -0.3934 0.538167 4.18 0.0418 0.012 0.02 0.065

9 03/05/2013 01/07/2013 20 0.25 present spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 300 2446 -0.1822 0.3164 -0.6054 -0.9197 -1.0226 0.760833 5.28 0.0528 0.014 0.027 0.08

10 03/07/2013 31/08/2013 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 500 2033 0.09128 -0.88794 0.96542 0.85639 0.795583 4.93 0.0493 0.013 0.026 0.074

11 02/09/2013 31/10/2013 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 300 532 1.2115 -1.4176 -0.7004 -0.8233 0.474167 4.8 0.048 0.015 0.021 0.078

12 02/11/2013 31/12/2013 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 300 2613 0.7301 -1.4078 0.1409 0.1712 0.603583 5.19 0.0519 0.014 0.028 0.082

13 02/01/2014 02/03/2014 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 400 1560 1.3799 0.49707 0.06171 0.0708 0.452 5 0.05 0.013 0.023 0.071

14 04/03/2014 02/05/2014 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 500 583 0.3913 -0.3837 -0.2152 -0.1462 0.735083 2.63 0.0263 0.009 0.011 0.043

15 04/05/2014 02/07/2014 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 500 2709 0.9412 -1.4982 -0.284 -0.3449 0.60975 4.78 0.0478 0.013 0.024 0.073

16 04/07/2014 01/09/2014 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 500 1219 -0.5456 -0.17119 0.5422 0.2901 0.6548 4.69 0.0469 0.014 0.022 0.073

17 03/09/2014 01/11/2014 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 500 921 -0.3046 -0.9873 0.1396 0.1342 0.6883 4.3 0.043 0.014 0.019 0.069

18 03/11/2014 01/01/2015 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 500 2638 0.9846 -1.1559 -0.6148 -0.66 0.552333 5.42 0.0542 0.015 0.027 0.085

19 03/01/2015 03/03/2015 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 500 1809 0.5771 0.2772 -0.715 -0.6769 0.587083 3.56 0.0356 0.011 0.016 0.057

20 05/03/2015 03/05/2015 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 500 1010 0.4481 -0.5358 -0.8234 -0.8727 0.728 3.5 0.035 0.011 0.016 0.057

21 05/05/2015 03/07/2015 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process100,000 50,000 5 300 2199 -1.1387 0.4871 0.6978 0.9314 0.514167 5.42 0.0542 0.014 0.028 0.082

22 05/07/2015 02/09/2015 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 500 1730 -1.1016 -0.5784 0.9878 0.821 0.51775 4.13 0.0413 0.012 0.021 0.064

23 04/09/2015 02/11/2015 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 200 1706 1.3204 0.2933 -0.9214 -0.8369 0.702333 3.1 0.031 0.01 0.013 0.05

24 04/11/2015 02/01/2016 20 0.25 absent spatial half normalbernoulli process200,000 80,000 10 300 1660 0.1648 -0.6227 -0.427 -0.2607 0.622583 5.34 0.0534 0.016 0.024 0.055
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Table A3. Details of eight leopards collared in the Soutpansberg Mountains between 2012 and 
2015, including likely fate of each animal. 
 

Individual Age sex 
class 

Date 
collared 

Status at 
end of 
study 

Date died Days of 
collar 
data 

collected 

AM04 Adult male 08/06/2012 Snared Approximately 2013-08-
09 

278 

AM03 Adult male 15/06/2012 Shot 12/12/2012 180 

AF03 Adult 
female 

21/07/2012 Snared 17/10/2012 88 

AM07 Adult male 12/02/2013 Disappeared Unknown 31 

SA01 Adult male 12/06/2013 Survived N/A 280 

AF16 Adult 
female 

20/09/2013 Survived N/A 445 

AM08 Adult male 19/04/2014 Disappeared Unknown 69 

AM12 Adult male 18/07/2014 Snared 14/06/2015 331 
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Afrikaans translation of the abstract 
 
Bevolkingsdinamika en bedreigings vir roofdiere aan die bopunt van die voedselketting buite 
beskermde gebiede: Implikasies vir die beheer van karnivore 
 
Samual T. Williams, Kathryn S. Williams, Bradley P. Lewis, Russell A. Hill 
 
Royal Society Open Science (2017) 
 
 
Data oor die bevolkingsdinamika en bedreigings vir groot karnivore is noodsaaklik vir 
bewaringspogings, maar dit word in die wiele gery deur 'n gebrek aan studies. Vir sommige 
spesies, soos die luiperd (Panthera pardus), is daar so min inligting oor bevolkingstendense 
beskikbaar, dat luiperdtrofeëjag sedert 2016 in Suid-Afrika verban is, terwyl verdere inligting oor 
die luiperdgetalle ingesamel word. Ons bied een van die eerste studies oor die luiperdbevolking 
se dinamika en identifiseer die belangrikste bedreigings vir die luiperdbevolking buite 
beskermde gebiede in Suid-Afrika. Ons het 'n langtermyn kamerstrik-opname tussen 2012 en 
2016 in die Soutpansberg gedoen en gebruik gemaak van 'n vorige opname oor die luiperd 
bevolkingsdigtheid vir die streek in 2008.  Oor ‘n tydperk van 24 steekproewe het ons die 
bevolkingsdigtheid geskat en die bevolkingstruktuur geëvalueer. Ons het agt luiperds met GPS 
halsbande toegerus om bedreigings vir die luiperdbevolking te identifiseer. Die luiperds se 
bevolkingsdigtheid het met 66% afgeneem, van 10,73 tot 3,65 luiperds per 100 km² in 2008 en 
2016 onderskeidelik. Daar is ‘n hoë sterftesyfer onder luiperds met GPS halsbande, wat die 
gevolg blyk te wees van onwettige menslike aktiwiteite.Terwyl die verbetering van die bestuur 
van trofeëjag  belangrik is, stel ons voor dat verminderde mens-dier-konflik 'n groter impak op 
die bewaring van groot karnivore kan hê. 
 
Vertaler: Annaline Smit 
 
Note: Any differences in wording between the English and Afrikaans versions of the abstract do 
not affect the overall meaning.  
 


