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We investigate the phenomenological consequences of axionlike particle (ALP) dark matter with an
early matter domination triggered by primordial black holes (PBHs). We focus on light BHs with masses
smaller than ~10° g which fully evaporate before big bang nucleosynthesis. We numerically solve the
coupled Boltzmann equations, carefully taking the graybody factors and BH angular momentum into
account. We find that the entropy injection from PBH evaporation dilutes the ALP relic abundance
originally produced via the vacuum misalignment mechanism, opening the parameter space with larger
scales f, or, equivalently, smaller ALP-photon couplings g,,, within the reach of future detectors as
ABRACADABRA, KLASH, ADMX, and DM-Radio. Moreover, the ALP minicluster masses can be
several orders of magnitude larger if the early universe features an PBH dominated epoch. For the
relativistic ALPs produced directly from Hawking radiation, we find that their contribution to the dark
radiation is within the sensitivity of next generation cosmic microwave background experiments. For the

sake of completeness, we also revisit the particular case of the QCD axion.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevD.104.123536

I. INTRODUCTION

Primordial black holes (PBHs), which could have been
copiously produced in the early universe due to large
density fluctuations, are attracting intensive investigations;
for recent reviews see, e.g., Refs. [1-4]. Those with masses
larger than ~10"3 g have not fully evaporated at present and
are potential cold dark matter (DM) candidates. On the
contrary, light PBHs could also have been created, and have
a not less interesting phenomenology. For example, in their
evaporation process they can source particle DM or dark

nicolas.bernal @uan.edu.co

Tyuber.f.perez-gonzalez@durham.ac.uk
'kyongxu @th.physik.uni-bonn.de

)oalbeno.zapata@udea.edu.co

Published by the American Physical Society under the terms of
the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license.
Further distribution of this work must maintain attribution to
the author(s) and the published article’s title, journal citation,
and DOI. Funded by SCOAP’.

2470-0010/2021/104(12)/123536(16)

123536-1

radiation (DR) [5-17], trigger baryogenesis [18-22], and
radiate all new degrees of freedom, such as right-handed
neutrinos [23]. Along the same research direction, in this
work we focus on phenomenology of QCD axion and
axionlike particles (ALPs) in a universe dominated by
PBHs lighter than ~10° g,l which have fully evaporated
before big bang nucleosynthesis (BBN).

The QCD axion [25,26], a pseudo-Nambu-Goldstone
boson resulting from the spontaneous breaking of the
global U(1) Peccei-Quinn symmetry [27-29], is a well-
motivated candidate for DM. In the early universe, it can be
produced via a number of processes, being the vacuum
misalignment mechanism [30-32] and the decay of topo-
logical defects [33] the most popular in the literature.
In the standard cosmological scenario, the axion window is
rather narrow; in particular, an axion with mass m, ~
[107-107°] eV (or correspondingly to a Peccei-Quinn

For production mechanism of such light PBHs, see, e.g.,
Ref. [24].
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scale f, ~ 10'> GeV) is expected, if one does not want to
introduce fine-tuning of the initial misalignment angle 6,
[34-36].% In light of the accumulated interesting implica-
tions for PBHs [39-44], it has recently been shown that the
axion DM window can be enlarged to a mass as low as
m, ~O(1078) eV if the universe features an early PBHs
dominated epoch [45].

In this paper, we go beyond the QCD axion DM and
consider general ALPs (see, e.g., Refs. [34,35,46-49]). ALPs
could also arise from the spontaneous breaking of a global
U(1) symmetry, similar to the QCD axion. They are also quite
ubiquitous in string theory [50,51]. Different from QCD
axions, ALPs do not solve the strong CP problem since they
are in general not involved in the strong interaction. However,
they serve as a good candidate for DM (see, e.g., Ref. [48]). In
this paper, we focus on ALP DM generated via the usual
misalignment mechanism. Therefore, our results are com-
plementary to those presented in Ref. [44]. In the standard
cosmological scenario, the ALP relic density depends on
three parameters: the decay constant f,, its mass m,,, and the
initial misalignment angle 6;, leading to strong bounds on the
viable parameter space for natural values of ;. However, new
regions of the parameter space become viable with a
nonstandard cosmological epoch before BBN. We note that
the phenomenology of ALPs as DM with nonstandard
cosmological epochs such as kination or an early matter
phase was investigated in Ref. [52] recently, where it was
shown that a broader parameter is available and could be
within the reach of several proposed experiments. Similar to
Ref. [45] and different from Ref. [52], we focus on the
phenomenological consequences of ALPs in an early matter
epoch triggered by PBHs.

Since PBHs effectively behave as matter, with an energy
density that redshifts slower than radiation, it could be
expected that the early universe has undergone a PBH
dominated epoch. Moreover, it is worthwhile to mention
some differences between an early matter dominated epoch
triggered by PBHs and by a long-lived heavy particle.
In the former case, the evaporation (or decay) rate is time
dependent while the latter is not. Besides, an early PBH era
would inevitably give rise to gravitational wave (GW)
signatures [53-57], offering an interesting avenue to con-
strain on the initial amount of energy density in the early
matter epoch, while such kinds of constraints are absent in
the case of a heavy particle.

For the case with an early PBH era, we numerically solve
a system of coupled Boltzmann equations for the back-
ground [PBHs and standard model (SM) radiation] based
on the code developed in Refs. [15,16], carefully including
the graybody factor in PBHs spectra, and considering the
effect of the PBH angular momentum. We find an increased

2We note that for very low scale inflation, the axion field
follows a Bunch-Davies distribution, in which case 6; could be
small [37,38].

allowed parameter space with larger f, or, equivalently,
smaller ALP-photon coupling g,, due to the entropy
injection from PBH evaporation. Furthermore, in the
scenario where the Peccei-Quinn symmetry is spontane-
ously broken after inflation, the gravitational clump of ALP
(axion) density inhomogeneities at the time of the matter-
radiation equality gives rise to miniclusters [S8—62]. Due to
the PBH domination epoch, miniclusters with larger masses
could be formed.

Additionally, ALPs and axions are directly radiated from
PBHs evaporation, being ultrarelativistic, and thus contrib-
uting to the DR. Taking carefully into account the effect of
the PBH spin, we numerically compute the contribution
to AN, which is within the sensitivity of next generation
cosmic microwave background (CMB) experiments
[63—66]. We also find that for Kerr PBHs, AN turns
out to be smaller than for nonrotating Schwarzschild PBHs.

The paper is organized as follows. We first revisit PBH
evaporation for both Schwarzschild and Kerr BHs in Sec. I1.
In Sec. III, we estimate the background evolution by setting
up the coupled Boltzmann equations and the formalism for
estimating the entropy injection. Sec. IV is devoted to the
phenomenological consequences of ALP DM. For the sake
of completeness, in Sec. V we revisit QCD axion DM.
Additionally, in Sec. VI we focus on the axion and ALP DR
directly produced from PBH evaporation. Finally, we sum
up our findings in Sec. VII. We use natural units where # =
¢ = kg = | throughout this manuscript.

II. PRIMORDIAL BLACK HOLE
EVAPORATION

PBHs are hypothetical objects which could be generated
due to inhomogeneities of density perturbations in the early
universe [67,68]. When these fluctuations reenter the
horizon, if above a threshold, they could collapse and
form a BH according to the Press-Schechter formalism
[69]. In this paper, we focus on the case where PBHs form
in a radiation-dominated epoch. With an initial cosmic
temperature 7 = T,, the initial PBH mass is given by the
whole mass within the particle horizon [1,70],

dr 4 (Tin)
M, = Mgy (Ty,) = ?YHIE(T. )

: (2.1)

where we take the efficiency factor to be y~0.2.
Additionally, pp and H correspond to the SM energy
density and the Hubble expansion rate, respectively. For
simplicity, we assume a monochromatic mass spectrum,
such that all PBHs were created with the same mass. The
extension to more realistic mass distributions will be
considered elsewhere. The PBH initial energy density
peu(T;,) is usually related to the SM radiation energy
density at formation via the # parameter
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PBH (Tin)

ﬂE pR(Tin) .

(2.2)

Since pgy redshifts slower than radiation, an early PBH-
dominated epoch with pgyy > pp is triggered if § > f3,., with

Tev

P = T (2.3)
where T, given by [45]
go(Ti)\/* (M3\'?
Tev = < 640 ) M) 24)

is the SM temperature at which PBHs completely evapo-

rate. Additionally, Mp =1/+/87zG denotes the reduced
Planck mass, and g, (7T) corresponds to the number of
relativistic degrees of freedom contributing to the SM
energy density. It is interesting to note that if g > f,,
PBHs start to dominate the total energy density of the

universe at T = T, defined as pg(Teq) = ppu(Teq), With

g*s(Tin) 1/3
Teq = ﬁTin <7> >

9oe(T) .
with ¢,,(T) being the number of relativistic degrees of
freedom contributing to the SM entropy.

Several bounds exist in the PBH parameter space spanned
by the initial fraction f and mass M;, [1,2]. Here, we will
focus on PBHs that evaporated before BBN, thus having
masses smaller than ~10° g. Although there exist constraints
on such light PBHs, they are typically model dependent
[1,2,23]. Nevertheless, recent constraints have been derived
after considering the GWs emitted from the Hawking
evaporation. In particular, a backreaction problem can be
avoided if the energy contained in GWs never overtakes the
one of the background universe [54]. More importantly, a
modification of BBN predictions due to the energy density
stored in GWs can be avoided if [55]

1 17

o (7 \ (M \E

<1.1x10° .
P LLx <02> <104g>

Next, we briefly describe the time evolution properties of
Schwarzschild and Kerr PBHs relevant for our purposes.
Further details can be found in Refs. [15,16,71].

(2.6)

A. Schwarzschild black holes

For the simplest BH scenario, PBHs are only charac-
terized by their mass, so that their horizon temperature Tz
is determined according to [67]

Ty = (2.7)

M 10" Gev (1—g)
Mgy Mpy
All particles with masses smaller than Tpy can be emitted
via Hawking radiation. Within a time interval dt and
momentum [p, p + dp], the energy spectrum of an emitted
species i with spin s;, mass y;, and internal degrees of
freedom g; can be described as [15,67]

d’N; _ 9 o,,(Mgn. ui, p) p’ (2.8)
dpdr 2% exp[E;(p)/Ten] = (1) Ei(p)’
with E;(p) = /p? + u? denoting the energy and o,

descnbmg the absorption cross section. Summing over
all possible particle species and integrating over the phase
space in Eq. (2.8), one can obtain the BH mass evolution,
which is shown to be [72,73]

DM ALE

dMgy . dMgy
dr Z

dp dt
= —¢(M M} , 2.9
(M) 1 29)
with the mass evaporation function e(Mgy) = >, g;€;(2;),

where the contribution per degree of freedom ¢;(z;) is given

by [15]
27 [y (xz) (¥ = 27)
i(z;) = . dx, 2.10
(%) = o8 / exp(x) — (—1)% (2.10)
where x =E;/Tpy, z; =p;/Tpn. and ‘//s[(E,H)E

0, (E.1)/ (272G Miy).

B. Kerr black holes

For the case of BHs with a nonzero spin, the horizon
temperature has an additional dependence on the spin
parameter a, € [0, 1] (with a, = 0 corresponding to the
Schwarzschild limit),

- _2M7 \J/T—a,
BH_MBHl‘i’\/l—a*’

where a, = 8xJM%/ M3, with J denoting the total BH
angular momentum. The energy spectrum is modified by
the presence of the angular momentum, introducing an
explicit dependence on the total / and axial m angular
quantum numbers,

(2.11)

o sl MBH’p a ) p
dpdr QZZexp (E; — mQ)/Ty] - (1) E;°
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with Q = (47a,M%/Myy)(1 + /1 — a2)™" horizon angu-
lar velocity. The time evolution for the BH spin and mass is
described by the following set of equations [71]:

dMy M
= —€(MBH, Cl*)—, (2133)
dt M3y
e lp (Moo a) = 26(Mygr, )] 2E . (2.130)
= —a ,a,)—2¢ ,a, )| ——, .
dr « [V UM BH BH M2

BH

where the evaporation functions e(Mgy, a,) and y(Mpy)
are given by

27 0 win(x,a,)(x? = 22)
(2 a,) = — Si dx,
(e ) 12879/@ ,,Zmexp (v/2f(an) — (-1
(2.14a)
27 /oo my (" (x,a,)(¥* = z7)
Vi\ZiAy) = ~—> S dx,
( ) 1672 /.. %;exp(x/Zf( L)) = (1)
(2.14b)
with X' =x—mQ, being’ x=MpyE;/M3, Q =

MguQ/M3%, and f(a,)=+/T—a,/(1 ++/1=a,). This
set of time evolution equations are the basis for describing
the effect of a PBH dominated universe on the ALP and
axion DM genesis.

ITII. BACKGROUND EVOLUTION

The evolution of the SM entropy density s(7) =
24—”52 Gus(T)T? can be tracked via the Boltzmann equation

d 1 am
_S+3Hs:__pBH BH ’ (3.1)
dt TMgy dt |gu

where  H? = (pg + ppu)/(3M3),  with  pp(T) =

% g,(T)T?*, and ‘BIH Mgy |gp corresponds to the  fime-
dependent PBH evaporatlon rate into SM particles. We
emphasize that Eq. (3.1) has to be numerically solved
together with Eq. (2.9) in the case of a Schwarzschild PBH,
or with Egs. (2.13) in the case of a Kerr PBH, to extract the
dynamics of the background, and in particular the evolution
of the SM temperature and the (nonconserved) SM
entropy.

In a SM radiation dominated scenario, the Hubble
expansion rate takes the simple form

pR ” g*(T T2

H(T) = Hg(
(T) = Hx( 3M2 10 Mp'

(3.2)

However, PBHs can have a strong impact on the evolution
of the background dynamics [74]. With an early PBH
dominated epoch, cosmology can be characterized by four
distinct regimes, where the Hubble expansion rate is given
by [45]

Hg(T) for T > T,
9:s(T) [T 312
HR(Teq) |:£]‘”A<Teq) <Teq> :| for Teq > T > T
H(T) ~ (3.3)
Hu(To) 1=y BG4 for 2727,
Hg(T) for To, > T,
[
which can be simplified to for being more conveniently used in the next expressions.
Here, we have introduced the temperature scale T, from
Hi(T) for T > T, which the SM radiation does not scale as free radiation
- (i.e., pr(R) x R™! with R being the scale factor) due
Hg(T, q) (Tl> 3/2 for Ty > T > T, to the entropy injected by the PBH evaporation. It is given
H(T) ~ “ . (3.4) by [45]
H(T.) (TL) for T, > T > T,
Hg(T) for Tey > T [g*(T )7 M Ty }1/5 = (TegTe)'P. (3.5)
k ev. =0 ¢ 5760  M®, e

3Note that the definition of x is the same as in the Schwarzs-
child case.

Additionally, during its evaporation, PBHs radiate SM
particles and therefore dilute all previously produced
species. The entropy injection factor is [45]
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YGus (Teq) 9x (Tev) Tey

9us(Ter) 9a(Teq) Teq for T>T.,
S(T) -2
~ ¢ g.,(T) 3 20 M; Hy(Te,)—H5(T) 3.6
S(Tey) ) 9] (TL) [1 RETR(NET: S e for T 2T 2 Ty, (3.6
1 for T,, > T,
which can be simplified to 3H(Tos) = m,. (4.2)
T In the standard cosmological scenario, as the SM entropy is
& forT>T., ; S o
S(T) Teq ¢ conserved, the ALP energy density p, at present is given by
=\ (%) forrexT>27, (7
S(TGV) T ¢ v (T ) . (T ) S(TO) (4 3)
1 for Tev >T, Pallo) = Pallox S(Tosc) ’ .

again to ease further analytical estimations. We note that in
Egs. (3.6) and (3.7) there are three distinctive regimes, and
not four as in Eq. (3.3).

Finally, it is important to emphasize that all these
analytical estimations help to understand the dynamics of
the cosmological evolution. However, hereafter full numeri-
cal solutions of the background will be used. In our code, we
solve such Boltzmann equations together with the time
evolution equations for the PBHs, given in Egs. (2.13).
Notice that taking as the initial value a, = 0, the evolution
equations in (2.13) reduce to the ones for the Schwarzschild
scenario, i.e., Eq. (2.9). In other words, such a scenario is
included in the more general Kerr case. Thus, we take in
general the equations for the Kerr case, putting a, =0
whenever we talk about Schwarzschild PBHs. Besides, in
the evaporation functions ¢(Mpy, a, ) and y(Mpgy) we have
included an additional, almost massless, pseudoscalar
degree of freedom, corresponding to the ALP or the axion.

IV. ALP DARK MATTER

In this section, we focus on a general light pseudoscalar,
namely the ALP [46-48]. Similar to the QCD axion, ALPs
could arise as a consequence of the spontaneous breaking
of a global U(1) symmetry or, alternatively, they could
emerge from string theory [50,51].

In the so-called misalignment mechanism, the present
energy density stored in the zero mode of an ALP field a of
mass m, can be obtained by solving the equation of motion
[30-32,75]

0+ 3 H(1)0 + m2 sing =0, (4.1)
where 0(t) = a(t)/f, and f, is the Peccei-Quinn (PQ)
symmetry breaking energy scale. In this scenario, the ALP
field starts to roll about the minimum of the potential once
the Hubble friction is overcome by the potential term.
Coherent oscillations of the ALPs are set around the
temperature 7T defined as

where T is the CMB temperature at present, and we
considered the conservation of the ALP number density in
acomoving volume. Additionally, p,, (T o) = 3 m% (267 in the
limit in which the kinetic energy is neglected, and for a
quadratic potential. Moreover, #; denotes the initial misalign-
ment angle. The entropy injection from PBHs evaporation
would inevitably dilute the energy density so that one has

S(TU) % S(Tosc)

pa(TO):pa(Tosc)s(T ) S(T )
=R Sy

where S(T) = s(T) R* corresponds to the total SM entropy.
With such an energy density, one can compute the ALP DM
relic density via

pa(TO)
o/

where p,/h* ~1.1 x 107 GeV/cm? is the critical energy
density and s(7T) =~ 2.69 x 10° cm™ is the entropy density
at present, which should match the total DM abundance
Qh% ~0.12 [76].

Knowing the Hubble expansion rate given in the pre-
vious section, the ALP oscillation temperature 7. can be
estimated to be

(fm)

10Mpm,

)2/3
90 \/Teq

( \fMP aTgv) Y or T, > T > T,
12
(3201 ma)

Using Eq. (4.4), one can compute the relic density in the
aforementioned four regimes, which becomes

Qn = (4.5)

for T > Teq,

for Ty 2T > T,
(4.6)

for T, > T.
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=[]

s

4567 s(To) " (

Q 7~
T Antg. o/

é

=[]
(=)

or equivalently

e T 3/2
0Mp
T
M,

Ix T
Mp

T 1/2 02
T_evma fa
eq

for Tose 2 Ty,

ﬂ 2 Tev 81 GeV My
5 FMeV Teg 107 ¢

14

0.\2 (_Tw fao )2
0.5 4 MeV 101 GeV

ol
==
I
N

0.\2 (_m, 12 fy
0.5 1075 ev 3x10 GeV

Note that the expressions for Q,h” are identical for Teq 2
Toe 2T, and T, > T,,. Considering the full numerical
solution of the Boltzmann equations, we present in Fig. 1
the parameter space generating the whole observed ALP
DM abundance for benchmark values of m, = 1077 eV
and f, = 10" GeV, while assuming Schwarzschild
(a, = 0, red band) or Kerr (a, = 0.999, blue band) PBHs.
The thickness of the bands corresponds to an initial
misalignment angle 0.5 <6; < z/v/3.* The regions on
the right (left) of the bands produce a DM underabundance
(overabundance). Additionally, the gray regions are in
tension with BBN (7T,, < 4 MeV [77-82]), whereas the
green region with GWs [i.e., Eq. (2.6)]. Finally, the dashed
red line corresponds to f = ., limiting the region where
PBH energy density is subdominant with respect to SM
radiation, and therefore one has a standard cosmological
scenario (below), with the region where a nonstandard
cosmological expansion triggered by PBHs occurs (above).
It is important to emphasize that these results were obtained
using the numerical code developed in Refs. [15,16],
including the additional ALP degree of freedom. We have
checked that the numerical estimations in Eq. (4.7) fit well
the analytical results.

As seen in Fig. 1, the presence of an era dominated by
PBHs can have a strong impact on the ALP production in
the early universe. The maximal deviation from the
standard cosmological scenario corresponds to long-lived
PBHs evaporating just before the onset of BBN, and the
maximal value for # allowed by GWs. This happens for
My, ~57%x10% g and f~4.6x1071" for a, =0, or
M, ~76x10% g and f~3.5x10"1" for a, = 0.999,
and corresponds to the upper right white corners in
Fig. 1. This maximal deviation from the standard

“The lower bound comes from assuming an O(1) misalign-
ment angle that avoids introducing fine-tuning of the initial
conditions, whereas the upper bound is an effective average
misalignment angle, typical from postinflationary scenarios.

2
VT £z for Teg 2 Toue 2 Ty, (4.7)
3/2
)i for Ty, 2 T
1/2 fu 2
v) (5x1014 GeV) for Tose 2 Tegs
for Teq > Tosc 2 Teva (48)

for T., > T,

eV — osc*

cosmological scenario is shown in Fig. 2, for the bench-
mark M;, ~5.7x 10% g and f~4.6 x 10710, for a, = 0.
The left panel shows the evolution of the radiation and
PBH energy densities as a function of the SM temperature.
PBHs dominate the total energy density between
T=T,~81GeV and T =T, ~4 MeV. Additionally,
the right panel shows the oscillation temperature for
radiation domination (solid line), and PBH domination
(dotted line). As expected from Eq. (4.6), for a given ALP
mass, T decreases for a PBH dominated era. Again, these
results were obtained using the numerical code and fit well
the analytical estimations.

It is customary to assume that the global PQ symmetry is
also anomalous with respect to the electromagnetic gauge
group thanks to the existence of exotic vectorlike charged
fermions. Consequently, ALPs will couple to two photons,
via the effective dimension-five operator

1 - .
Ly = —~ggaF, F* = g, aE - B,

10-8

1079 mmm o, = 0.999
10710 i
Q10 el

07" Ty

S~
.o
~
-~

1078, =107 eV

o1 fa = 10" GeV ‘
106 107
Min [g]
FIG. 1. Parameter space compatible with the whole observed

ALP DM abundance, for m, = 1077 eV and f, = 10'* GeV.

The thickness of the bands corresponds to 0.5 < 6; < 7/ V/3. The
red bands show a, = 0, whereas the blue a, = 0.999.
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1015 4
1010 4
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10710 4

102 10!
T [GeV]

10° 10t 103

10° 107t 1072 1073

Tosc [GeV]

PBH domination

.
.
l“‘
L.

1071 10718 107" 107 1077 107° 1073 107!
mg [eV]

FIG. 2. Left: Evolution of the energy densities for SM radiation and PBHs. Right: Oscillation temperature of ALPs, for radiation
domination (solid line) and PBH domination (dotted line). For both panels, the maximal allowed deviation from the standard
cosmological scenario for Schwarzschild PBHs was assumed, i.e., M;, =~ 5.7 x 108 g and f~4.6 x 10710,

where the coupling constant g,, is model dependent and
related to the breaking scale of the PQ symmetry as

a (E 24472 100 GeV
- —_Z ~1078 GeV™! | ——— |,
Jar 27rfa<N 31+z> © < fa )

(4.10)

with z = m,/my, and E and N are the electromagnetic and
color anomalies associated with the ALP anomaly.
For Kim-Shifman-Vainshtein-Zakharov (KSVZ) models
E/N =0 [83,84], whereas for Dine-Fischler-Srednicki-
Zhitnitsky (DFSZ) models E/N =8/3 [85,86]. The
electromagnetic interaction of ALPs is by far the most
exploited to look for signatures in observations and
experimental searches [87].

Once one assumes that all DM is composed by ALPs,
m, and f, (and therefore g,,) are no longer independent,
for a given initial misalignment angle. In Fig. 3 we display
the parameter space compatible with the DM relic density
constraint, in the plane (m,,|g,,|). The diagonal band
dubbed “ALPs in radiation domination” corresponds to
the viable region within the standard cosmology, with the
thickness of the band representing the possible values for
0, in the range [0.5, z/+/3], with 6; = z/+/3 being the top
border. The regions on the top and bottom give rise to a
DM underabundance and overabundance, mspectively.5
This parameter space is modified once an early PBH
dominated epoch occurs. The red (blue) thick band shows
the viable parameter space for a, =0 (a, = 0.999),
enhanced by the presence of PBHs. The impact
of the PBH spin is very mild, and therefore the two
bands are almost superimposed. The PBH entropy

>Notice that we are not considering further production mech-
anisms of ALPs such as the decay of cosmic strings or domain
walls [88-92].

injection dilutes the ALP abundance, and therefore
higher values for the PQ breaking scale are allowed,
which corresponds to lower values for |g,, |- It is interest-
ing to note that for m, <1075 eV, T, < Ty, and there-
fore the ALP relic density is independent on its mass.
However, for m, > 1075 eV, T > Te and g,, m:/ 4
[cf. Eq. (4.7)].

Figure 3 also overlays in brown current bounds on the
ALP-photon coupling. Small masses (m, < 4 x 107! eV)
are constrained astrophysical black hole spins [94],
whereas high masses (m, > 10> eV) by the x-ray
background and extragalactic background light [95].
The masses in the range 107 eV <m, <1075 eV
are already probed by the so-called haloscope experiments
[96], ADMX [97,98], HAYSTAC [99], CAPP [100-102],
QUAX [103,104], ORGAN [105], using a highly

T
<
o,
=

1071 T T ": T T T T II( T 7 1 7 AN

X{\’\‘ XW\\ XW\\ \&Yg \Q/% A0 \&Y“ AN A0 \BA A0 \&)/\ AT\ RTVR(\

mg [eV]
FIG. 3. Viable parameter space for ALPs and the QCD axion,

for radiation dominated or PBH dominated scenarios. The brown
and light blue shaded regions are the current exclusions and the
projected sensitivities of the different experiments described in
the text. The figure has been adapted from Ref. [93].
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tuned microwave cavity that converts ALPs into photons
in the presence of a static magnetic field.® Additionally,
the light blue regions show projected sensitivities
from a number of experiments that count ORGAN
[105], MADMAX [106], ALPHA [107], ADMX [108],
KLASH [109], DM-Radio [110], and ABRACADABRA
[111,112]. These bounds have been adapted from
Ref. [93]. Even if the PBH domination tends to imply
smaller values for |g,,|, this parameter space could be
potentially tested in the future by next-generation experi-
ments, especially for light ALP masses, m, <1077 eV.
Before closing this section, it is interesting to note that
further constraints on f, appear depending on the scale at
which the spontaneous breakdown of the PQ symmetry
happened. If the PQ symmetry was broken during inflation
(f. > H;, with H; being the inflationary scale) and never
restored, the ALP field would be homogenized through the
Hubble patch. On the other hand, if the inflationary epoch
ends before the PQ transition (f, < H;) the initial mis-
alignment angle would vary along the different patches of
the universe. Let us consider in more detail these two
scenarios and their possible relation with PBHs.

A. Preinflationary scenario

In this case, the PQ symmetry is spontaneously broken
during inflation (i.e., H; < f,), and it is not restored
afterwards [32]. The ALP field is homogeneous through
various Hubble patches, with a unique value of #; character-
izing the whole observable universe. In this scenario, the
ALP is present during inflation, and therefore ALP iso-
curvature fluctuations (converted into curvature perturba-
tions) are expected to leave an imprint on the CMB.
However, since the CMB measurements do not allow for
sizable isocurvature modes, the scale of inflation is pushed
to relatively low values. Accordingly, the isocurvature
bounds obtained from Planck data [113] impose the lower
bound on f, which can be cast as [35]

0.
H<09% 107 Gev (9} (e ) @
7) \10T GeV

Since the BBN scale represents a lower bound for Hy, it
follows that f, > 100 GeV (|g,,| $10™ GeV™') for
0; ~ O(1), which in turn does not have an impact on the
parameter space displayed in Fig. 3. A stronger limit
appears when examining the connection with PBHs.
Combining the above expression with Eq. (2.1) we obtain

a lower limit for the initial mass of the PBH

®We note that the parameter space shown in Fig. 3 is consistent
with an ALP lifetime larger than the age of the universe.

2 2
Mp = 4%7%
H(Tin) HI

1 10! GeV
~86x100¢g (—) [ ————
<0s (5) ()

which reflects the fact that PBHs are created after inflation,
in a radiation-dominated epoch. For PBHs fully evaporat-
ing before the onset of BBN, M;, <6 x 10® g, and there-
fore for 6; ~ O(1), it implies that

(4.12)

|9ay] < 10712 GeV~', (4.13)
which is again automatically satisfied for our relevant
parameter space.

B. Postinflationary scenario

For this case, the PQ symmetry is spontaneously broken
after the inflationary period, i.e., f, < H;. The misalign-
ment angle takes random values along different Hubble
patches, in which case it is averaged out over many patches

(in the range [~z 7)) so that 0; = \/(07) = n/v/3.
Additionally, the upper limit on the inflationary scale H; <
2.5x 107 Mp [113] implies that f, < 10" GeV (and in
turn g, 2 107'® GeV~"), which finally can be translated
into a lower bound on the ALP mass m, = 1077 eV, for
ALPs being the whole DM.

An important feature of the postinflationary scenario is
that the value of the initial misalignment angle changes by a
factor of (O(1) from one causal patch to the next.
Accordingly, the density of cold ALPs is characterized
by sizable inhomogeneities. Their free streaming length is
too short to erase these inhomogeneities before the matter-
radiation equality, so that the density perturbations decou-
ple from the Hubble expansion and start growing by
gravitational instability, rapidly forming gravitationally
bound objects, called miniclusters [35,58-61].

The formation time of ALP miniclusters is sensitive to
the cosmology prior to BBN and, in particular, to the
temperature at which ALP oscillations take place. The scale
of ALP minicluster mass is set by the total mass of ALPs
within one Hubble volume of radius Ry, ~ H (T )!, at
the time of the matter-radiation equality. Therefore, their
mass at formation is

A S(Tosc) 1 ’ S(TeV)
M():?pDM(TO) S(To) (H(Tosc)) XS<Tosc>.

In a radiation dominated universe and assuming that all
relic ALPs bound up in miniclusters, it reduces to

(4.14)

"When taking into account the anharmonicity of the potential,
the average becomes 0; = /(07) ~2.15 [114].
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My = Sg*s(Tosc) 10 3/2 QDMh2pc/h2 M?’
0 5 g*(Tosc) S(TO) T(3)sc
1073 eV 3/2
~2 % 10716 <7e> Mo, (4.15)
ma

as shown in Fig. 4 with a solid black line. The vertical bands
are excluded because f, > H/, or in tension with the x-ray
background and the extragalactic background light [95].

However, if ALPs start to oscillate during the PBH
dominated period, the initial minicluster mass can be
estimated to be®

1/4 32T
1/2 (9« Mp eq
xl/ ( : 0) (m“) . for Tose > Tey,

~ 16779*5 QDMthc/hz Mf,
" (1)

12 (o \ VA (m,\3/2
=2 (1) (3)

Figure 4 also shows the maximal impact of the PBH
domination era with a broad purple band. Again, we have
taken the PBH benchmark values of M;, ~5.7 x 10® g and
p~4.6x 107! for Schwarzschild, or M;, ~7.6 x 10® g
and # ~ 3.5 x 107!° for Kerr. The spin of the PBHs has a
very limited impact, and therefore the differences in the plot
are barely visible. However, it is clear that heavier ALP
miniclusters can be formed due to the entropy injection. In
other words, the entropy injection works as an enhance-
ment factor [cf. Eq. (4.14)] (see e.g., Refs. [116-118] for
related studies). Hence, searches for ALPs, such as indirect
detection through gravitational microlensing [119-122],
could be extended to regions of the parameter space
previously thought to not be relevant.

V. AXION DARK MATTER

The production of QCD axion in a cosmology dominated
by PBHs was analytically studied in Ref. [45]. For the sake
of completeness, here we revisit that scenario from a
numerically perspective. In particular, we (i) include the
graybody factors in the PBHs emission properties, (ii) take
the effect of the PBH angular momentum into account, and
(iii) numerically solve the evolution of the PBH and
radiation energy density. This is particularly pertinent
because it allows one to take into account the time-
dependent BH evaporation rate.

For the case of QCD axions, the scale f,, at which the PQ
U(1) symmetry is spontaneously broken determines the axion
mass through the topological susceptibility of QCD [123]

1 for T < TQCDv
2(T)~0.0245 fm~* x 816 (5.1)
(ﬁ) forT > TQCD s

¥t is worth mentioning that in either a radiation or early matter
domination era it may be possible to form ALP miniclusters even
in preinflationary scenarios [115,116].

for Teq > Tose 2 Ty (4.16)
for Toy > T oge-
|
as
T
(1) = VAL, (52)

with Toep ~ 150 MeV. As the axion mass is temperature
dependent, its abundance in the standard cosmology is

3
m, \72 QCD
<m) form,<mg .,

Qah2z0.12< Z )2>< (5.3)

1073

N

m, \ 76 QCD
( QCD) form,>m; ",

mg

with m3° =m (T = Tocp) 24.8 x 107! eV. However,

if a PBH-dominated epoch occurs, the axion relic abun-
dance gets modified due to the reduction of its oscillation
temperature and its dilution induced by the entropy

1074
1077 1
10-10 4
10~13
10—16 4
10719 4
10722
1072 A
1028
1073

Mo [M:)

3
8%
J,dea '
51011
oy >

fa>HI

i, Loy

0% 10 10 102 10 102 104
myg [eV]

FIG. 4. Minicluster mass in the postinflationary scenario, at the
time of formation. ALPs: The thick black line corresponds to the
standard cosmological scenario, whereas the purple band to
the PBH domination. Axions: The star corresponds to the
standard cosmological scenario, whereas the purple line to the
PBH domination. The vertical bands are excluded because
fa > Hj, or in tension with x-ray measurements.
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fa [GeV]
101 10 10" 10' 10" 10M 10" 102 10M

10! '

0i>7l'

o
a,
10714 =
Y /\e g, = ()
2
10724 == a, = 0.999
1073 :
c& i PBHs : :
)4 H H H
1072 107" 107 107 10°% 1077 1076 107°
myg [eV]
FIG. 5. Initial misalignment angle of QCD axions required to

explain the observed DM abundance for a, = 0 (red band) and
a, = 0.999 (blue band). The corresponding values in the stan-
dard cosmological scenario are represented by the thick
black line.

injection [45,124,125]. Again, we numerically solve the
coupled Boltzmann equations, determine the dilution
factor, and further calculate the modified QCD axion relic
density. In Fig. 5, we present our numerical results, which
agree well with the analytical estimations presented in
Ref. [45]. The purple and blue bands of Fig. 5 show the
misalignment angle required to reproduce the whole

|

9 fa
3.2 x 10”7 GeV (m

H; <

102 GeV

)1/4 for £, > 1.2 x 107 GeV,

2.6 x 107 GeV (¢)5/12 for £, <1.2x 107 GeV.

observed axion DM abundance for the case with
Schwarzschild (a, = 0) and Kerr (a, = 0.999) PBH domi-
nation, respectively. The black thick line corresponds to the
standard cosmological scenario. The thickness of the band
brackets all possible PBH scenarios compatible with BBN
(T, > 4 MeV) and GWs [cf. Eq. (2.6)]. Once we restrict to
initial misalignment angles in the range 6; € [0.5, 7/+/3],
we have that the axion mass can take lower values than
those allowed in a purely radiation dominated epoch.
Concretely, the axion mass range gets broader toward
low values from ~[107%,1075] to ~[107%,1075] eV. This
enlargement of the viable mass range is also shown in
Fig. 3, now taking into account the axion coupling to
photons. The thicknesses of the band correspond to the
KSVZ and DFSZ models for the axion-photon coupling. It
is interesting to see that this parameter space is within the
reach of future detectors as ABRACADABRA, KLASH,
ADMX, and DM-Radio.

A. Preinflationary scenario

When the axion is present during inflation (and the PQ
symmetry is not restored after it), the requirement of
axions to constitute all DM along with the standard
cosmological scenario along with the isocurvature bound
(4.11) leads to

(5.4)

Consequently, under the PBH domination slightly higher inflation scales can be reached since f, is allowed to take higher
values. In other words, the relevant parameter space displayed in Figs. 3 and 5 does not get affected. Translating the above

bounds into the initial mass for the PBHs, we have

M

in ~

Contrary to the ALP case, there is no significant lower
bound on f, when M;, approaches the maximum value
allowed by BBN.

B. Postinflationary scenario

Since the PQ symmetry remains conserved during the
inflation period (f, < H;), the axion field does not get
homogenized. The upper limit on the inflationary scale
implies that £, < 10'3 GeV, and hence the lower bound on
the axion mass m, > 6 x 10~/ eV.

In the standard cosmological scenario, axions start
oscillating at the temperature 7'y, ~ 1.1 GeV. Therefore,

7.5% 10° g (1050v)

9.4x10° g (lo”fﬂ)s/” for £, < 1.2 x 10" GeV.

for f,> 1.2 x 107 GeV,
(5.5)

|

if the misalignment mechanism is the unique method to
produce axions, they should have a mass m, ~ 1.8 x
1073 eV (for 0; = x/+/3) in order to account for the whole
of the DM abundance. This case is identified by a star in the
upper right region in Fig. 5. This result is remarkably
modified by the dilution factor S(7ys.)/S(T.,) that emerges
within the PBH domination, which now allows for a mass
range instead of a single point, reaching values up
to 2 orders of magnitude lower, i.e., O(1077) eV. This
new range is represented by the thick solid horizon line
in Fig. 5.
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The gravitational clump of axion density inhomogene-
ities at the time of radiation-matter equality leads to
miniclusters having a mass My ~2.1 x 107! M in the
standard cosmological scenario (see the star mark in

|

9
_16g.,Qn*p,/h*

5/2
212 (m)l/“ My~ T

411
pEys (m) /
9x T

Fig. 4). However, in a PBH dominated scenario, such a
mass gets enhanced due to the entropy injection by BH
evaporation. The mass M, of the axion miniclusters at
formation becomes

forT,..>T
Treo* T ose 2 Teg

30/11
My

for Teqg > Toge > T, (5.6)

0= 2711 3/11,4/11
'R S(T()) Qcp Ma Tﬁq Tey
1/4 M5/2
7'/? (m) — for T, > T -
9x TQCDma

In Fig. 4 we show the enhancement on M (purple line)
generated by the PBH domination. It is remarkable that
now M, can reach values as high as 1078 M.

VI. DARK RADIATION

Axions and ALPs emitted from PBH evaporation are
ultrarelativistic, thus behaving as DR and contributing to
the effective number of neutrinos [5,23,35,44]. We note that
ALP DR directly emitted from nonrotating PBHs was
analyzed in Ref. [44] recently. Here we revisit ALP DR
from PBHs with a more general perspective; namely we
will study both nonrotating and rotating PBHs. The
contribution to the effective number of neutrinos can be

simply estimated, obtaining
8 (11\3 T T

AN = |: ()* +N:f]\f/[:| pa( ev) ( g*( ev) >
7\ 4 PR (Tev) 9 (Tequality)

T equaiity) \ 3
» <M> , (6.1)

Gxs (Tev)

where T'equairy = 0.75 €V denotes the temperature at (late)
matter-radiation equality. In the PBH-dominated scenario,
the ratio between the axion (or ALP) and the radiation
energy densities is related to their contributions to the
evaporation function

pa(Tev) _ 8a(zi’ (l*)

pr(Te)  er(zia,)’ (6.2)

with ¢,(T.,) being the axion evaporation function, and
er(T,,) the total SM radiation contribution to the evapo-
ration function. For the case of Schwarzschild PBHs, AN
is simply

T
AN, ~0.237 9 Ter)

: (6.3)
g*s(Tev

~—
IS

which is independent from £, and consistent with the result
obtained in Ref. [44]. For Kerr PBHs, the time depletion of
the angular momentum makes it more difficult to obtain a
simple analytical form.

Left (right) panel of Fig. 6 shows the contribution to
AN, as a function of BH mass and g for Schwarzschild
(Kerr) PBHs. Let us note that in a PBH-dominated era,
ANy tends to be independent of 3, as noted before
[cf. Eq. (6.3)]. On the contrary, when f < ., larger M;,
is needed with smaller f# in order to yield a fixed AN ;. We
also note that when M;, ~2 x 107 g (correspondingly
Te, ~0.1 GeV), there are some features in the lines shown
in Fig. 6. This is because of the sharp change of g, and g,
due to QCD phase transition [5,23]. Comparing the
resulting values of AN.; for Schwarzschild and Kerr
PBH, we observe that for the latter case the final values
are smaller than those for nonrotating PBHs. This is simply
related to the properties of Kerr PBHs: if the BH spin is
close to maximal, the emission of higher spin particles is
enhanced in the early stages of the evaporation [71].
Thus, the particle injection to SM radiation density is
larger than in the Schwarzschild case. Meanwhile, the
axion/ALP emission is not affected by the BH spin, so their
final contribution to ANy is in fact reduced [12,126].
The current upper bound on AN comes from the
Planck Collaboration, and reads N = 2.99 + 0.17 [76].
However, AN due to emitted hot axions/ALPs
could reach the sensitivity of next generation CMB
experiments: CMB-S4 [63] (AN ~0.06), PICO [64]
(AN ~0.06), and SPT-3G/SO [65,66] (AN~ 0.1),
and therefore axion/ALP DR could be tested in the near
future.”

It is interesting to note that extra radiation, at the level
of 0.2 < AN <0.5, can alleviate the tension between mea-
surements of the Hubble parameter at early and late times
[5,76,127-130]. However, such large levels cannot be reached
by PBHs.
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FIG. 6. Contribution to the effective number of neutrinos AN coming from axions/ALPs directly emitted via Hawking radiation for
a, = 0 (left) and a, = 0.999 (right). The blue line indicates the region within the reach of the future CMB-S4 experiment [63].

VII. CONCLUSIONS

PBHs are without doubt one of the most interesting
objects that could exist in nature. As the PBH energy
density scale as nonrelativistic matter, they can naturally
dominate the expansion rate of the Universe, triggering a
nonstandard cosmological epoch. Moreover, they also
source all types of particles, thus injecting large quantities
of entropy to the primordial plasma. Hence, these two
specific properties, namely, the possibility of the dominat-
ing expansion of the universe and the large injection of
entropy, make the phenomenology of a PBH dominated
universe unique among the possible scenarios for a non-
standard cosmology.

In this paper, we studied the phenomenological conse-
quences of ALPs as dark matter candidates in an early
PBH-dominated epoch. To that end, we numerically solved
the set of Boltzmann equations for the background dynam-
ics, carefully taking into account both the graybody factors
and the PBH angular momentum. PBHs have a strong
impact on the misalignment ALP production. On the one
hand, as the Hubble expansion rate is enhanced, the
oscillation temperature decreases, which corresponds to
a delay in the oscillations. On the other hand, the entropy
injection due to the PBH evaporation has to be compen-
sated by a larger spontaneous breaking scale value of the
Peccei-Quinn symmetry or, equivalently, by a smaller ALP-
photon coupling. An equivalent trend happens for QCD
axions, with the particularity that its standard mass window
m, ~[107°-107%] eV gets broader to ~[1078-1075] eV
[for misalignment angles of order O(1)], mainly due
to the entropy injection. It is interesting to note that for
both ALPs and axions, the new viable parameter space

is within the projected sensitivities of detectors as
ABRACADABRA, KLASH, ADMX, and DM-Radio.

Additionally, we showed that at production the ALP/
axion minicluster mass could increase by several orders of
magnitude, due to the enhancement required by the PBH
entropy injection. This could give new prospects for the
indirect detection via gravitational microlensing of ALP
and axion dark matter, with respect to the standard
cosmological scenario.

Finally, we analyzed in detail the dark radiation arising
from relativistic axions and ALPs directly emitted from PBHs
evaporation. For Kerr PBH, the contributions AN are
smaller than those for Schwarzschild PBHs. Interestingly,
this contribution is within the projected reach of future CMB
Stage 4 experiments and could help to relax the tension
between late and early-time Hubble determinations.
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