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white to reddish-brown, grey and black. They vary
widely in nature from coarse river gravels to very fine
clays, with excellent to poor drainage. They are
associated with river systems, forming adjacent to
rivers and streams, and over flood plains. The clay-rich
alluvium is suitable for rice cultivation and the lighter
sand-rich alluvium for subsidiary food crops (ibid.).
Along the west coast between Puttalam and Mannar and
extending up to 20 km inland, the main soil type is
red-yellow latosols which form a flat, undulating land
surface. These latosols occur on crests and mid-slopes,
forming a layer 5 to 7 m deep. They are well drained,
with a moderate to fine texture and a neutral to acidic
nature. At the slope bottom yellow latosols develop.
These are poorly drained and provide good agricultural
land for intensive farming if irrigation can be provided.
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Around Mannar and extending up the Modaragam Ai
and Aruvi Aru valleys, solodized solonetz soils ai
developed. These are coarse dark grey to brown soi
associated with recent calcareous marine sediments an
flat-lying land. The subsoil is a fine-grained, gre
alkaline soil which makes agriculture difficult withon
reclamation. Rock knobs, eroded land, erosion
remnants, steep rocklands and lithosols cover localize
areas of several square kilometres and are more or le:
infertile. As is demonstrated in Volume II (Chapter 1.
Botanical Remains), other than charting the localities ¢
paddy land and using modern soil exploitation pattern:
it is still unclear which of the above soils were partiall
or fully exploited in antiquity.











