

















Dating the Sequence

Our chronology also represents a pioneering use of
OxCal, as this is its first such application in South
Asian archaeology, and it has demonstrated the great
potential of integrating radiocarbon determinations with
stratigraphic information to obtain dates. In a sequence
such as that at ASW2, with a large number of
radiocarbon determinations from short-lived samples
placed within a well-defined stratigraphic sequence, this
approach has been shown to constrain calibrated dates
to within much narrower date ranges and thus exploit
the full potential of the radiocarbon determinations. The
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success of this study has prompted a similar
re-evaluation of radiocarbon sequences and their
stratigraphic relationships by other workers in the area
(e.g. Deraniyagala and Abeyaratne, forthcoming).
Clearly, significant advances in the resolution of the
chronology of many similar archaeological sequences in
South Asia can be made using such Bayesian
approaches to the re-evaluation of existing radiocarbon
determinations and to inform radiocarbon sampling
strategies on future excavations.
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